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ur Vision for a Growing Region described in this Annual Report

is a starting point for our on-going efforts to ensure a vital

and sustainable future for our ten counties and the larger tri-

state metropolitan region. We've reached consensus on a
framework for that future, and now the planning process must be em-
ployed to flesh out that vision through partnerships with local municipal
and community officials, and strategic transportation investments that
will help make the vision a reality.

Moving forward with our vision will take a good deal of effort and
strategic thinking and we must undertake that endeavor immediately in
order to include a detailed concept in the 2010-2035 Regional Transporta-
tion Plan. Toward that end, we will be taking a number of immediate
steps over the next year to put our regional vision into play. These steps
will include -

= Later this year, we will announce the details of our concept for re-

gional transportation investments over the next two to three de-
cades. We will follow-up this announcement with a series of com-
munity workshops during which our vision will be discussed in the
context of developing NYMTC's next Regional Transportation Plan
for the period 2010-2035. We will address traffic congestion and its
impacts on environmental quality, the economic health of our re-
gion, and the investments that will make our desired growth areas
possible.

= Before year's end, we will also begin discussions of our vision with

our region’s Federal legislative delegation.

= By the spring of 2009, we will release a draft of the 2010-2035 Re-

gional Transportation Plan which will contain our vision as revised
based on the input we've received.

In this fashion, we will begin to work to make our vision a reality by
mainstreaming it into the metropolitan transportation planning process.



Astrid C. Glynn,
Commissioner,
NYSDOT

Our Vision for a Growing Region
New York State Department of Transportation

he New York Metropolitan Transportation Council is the part-
nership of many voices, each with diverse constituencies and
local agendas. As NYMTC'’s Principals, we have come together
to focus on planning for the region because the strength of the
region is as a whole. Within the region, we face the challenges of
growth and environmental sustainability in an ever-changing global
economy that demands an efficient and effective multimodal transpor-
tation system in order to remain competitive.

The importance of transportation in achieving the region’s vision can
not be overstated. Part of that vision will depend on having a transpor-
tation system that is in good repair, and that offers safe travel for all
uses. Other key parts of this regional vision are being framed by recent
sustainability and smart growth initiatives, such as New York City’s
PlaNYC, the Smart Growth Cabinet recently announced by Governor
Spitzer, and the others taking place within the region.

The New York metropolitan region is a very diverse amalgam of
communities ranging from the densely developed Manhattan Central
Business District to the smaller, more sparsely populated suburban
communities, in eastern Long Island and the lower Hudson Valley. The
common element that ties all of these communities together is the
knowledge that we must all work to create a unifying regional vision,
which will address our concerns for reduced congestion, environmental
sustainability, economic development and improved quality of life. Pro-
viding diverse transportation choices is just one element of this vision,
but it is an important cornerstone in addressing the challenges of
growth. Not only is the transportation system a prerequisite to job cre-
ation and economic competiveness, it also provides connectivity critical
to all other activities in the region, and therefore is vital to maintaining
our quality of life.



The New York metropolitan region’s transportation network not only
serves the vast population of this region, it also provides the major con-
duit for people and goods between the Northeast and the South and
Midwest. Our rail, highway, air and waterway connections serve larger
regions and the nation. Our region is not isolated, but is part of a larger,
mega-region united by the transportation corridors that link Boston to
New York to Philadelphia and to our nation’s capital, Washington D.C.
It is for these reasons that we must be thoughtful in creating a future
vision that accommodates not only the individual communities that
make up the New York Metro area, but also the critical transportation
links to the rest of the nation.

This is an important time for this region, and the opportunities pre-
sented by the next Federal transportation funding authorization in 2009
serve to focus our attention on strengthening and expanding our part-
nerships in the New York metropolitan region. In this way we can face
the challenges ahead with a unified voice and develop the transporta-
tion system that can meet our regional vision.
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The New York metro-
politan region is a
very diverse amal-
gam of communities
ranging from the
densely developed
Manhattan Central
Business District to
the smaller, more
sparsely populated

suburban communi-

ties, in eastern Long

Island and the lower

Hudson Valley.
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Our Vision for a Growing Region
New York City

n 2007, Mayor Michael Bloomberg broke the transportation planning mold
with his PlaNYC sustainability initiative. The plan directly seeks reduc-

tions in vehicle-miles traveled, particularly in the central business dis-
trict, and city-wide carbon emissions, but frames these issues clearly in
terms of New York City’s future grow
Indeed, if any single point can des
the sweep and ambition of PlaNYG, i
that urban growth can save the plan¢
City dwellers use less energy per 1
son than people in any other type of
settlement. New York’s density make
our high rates of walking and region:
mass transit use possible, which is
why per-person energy use in the
state is 40 percent below the national
average. Because of this, every addi-
tional person and every new dollar
of investment we can attract to
New York City is an advance for
sustainability and the fight against
climate change.
Greening New York’s transportatic
tion to contributing to the global effor
sidewalks and streets, an excellent bicycle network and more reliable and effi-
cient mass transit will add up to further gains in our quality of life, increasing
the city’s attractiveness to present and future residents. Securing new resourc-
es to invest in mass transit capacity and infrastructure repair will allow us to
create the capacity for continued economic and population growth.
Getting land use right is critical to our transportation efforts—density and
mass transit support each other. The Bloomberg administration has revised

land use policies to concentrate future growth where mass transit capacity ex-

















































































