
PATTERSON TOWN BOARD MEETING
PATTERSON TOWN HALL

1142 ROUTE 311
PATTERSON, NEW YORK 12563

October 7, 2015

MINUTES

PRESENT: MICHAEL GRIFFIN, SUPERVISOR
KEVIN BURNS, COUNCILMAN
CHARLES W. COOK, DEPUTY SUPERVISOR
SHAWN ROGAN, COUNCILMAN
ANTOINETTE KOPECK, TOWN CLERK 
DONALD M. ROSSI, TOWN COUNSEL

ABSENT: PETER DANDREANO, COUNCILMAN

Salute to the Flag and Roll Call.

Supervisor Griffin called the Patterson Town Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with 7 in 
attendance. 

PUBLIC HEARING – PRELIMINARY BUDGET

See Public Hearing minutes.

REPORTS

Mr. Griffin asked the clerk to file the reports as read.

Code Compliance – September
Code Enforcement - September
Dog Control Officer - September
E.C.I - None
Patterson Fire Dept. - None
Patterson Recreation Center - September
Putnam Lake Fire Dept. - None
Putnam Lake Park District Maintenance - None

SUPERVISOR REPORTS

Mr. Burns made a motion to approve the Supervisor Report for August 2015.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

MINUTES

Mr. Rogan made a motion to approve the following minutes.

Bid Opening Minutes - Garbage District No. 1 and No. 2
Town Board Meeting Minutes - August 12, 2015
Town Board Meeting Minutes - September 9, 2015

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

AUDIT OF BILLS 

Mr. Cook made a motion that the Town Board accept Abstract No. 18 as written

General Fund $113,042.79, Highway Fund $77,790.98, Waste Water Treatment Plant 
$133,380.70, Capital Fund $883.75, Putnam Lake Light District $456.86, Patterson Light 
District $575.86, Putnam Lake Refuse District #1 $20,454.55, Patterson Refuse District #2 
$26,074.36, Deerwood Drainage District $18.38, Patterson Park District $1,272.80, Putnam 
Lake Park District $2,462.31, Alpine Water District $824.65, Dorset Hollow Water District 
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$874.58, Fox Run Water District $2,736.58, Trust & Agency $87.50, Grand Total Abstract 
$380,936.65.

Seconded by Mr. Burns.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Burns, yes; Mr. Cook, yes; Mr. Rogan, yes; Mr. 
Griffin, yes.

CHARLES COOK

LETTER OF RECOGNITION – HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Mr. Cook stated we received an email from Mr. John Enders a resident of Patterson 
complementing Russ Goff, Highway Superintendent.  

BED & BREAKFAST – FOLLOW-UP

Mr. Cook stated when we first received this request, we sent it over to the Planning Board for 
their recommendations.  They have responded back.  Generally, they felt Bed and Breakfasts are
not incompatible with residential uses.  They opine that we could initially set up Bed and 
Breakfast’s as special use permits in the Hamlet and a floating zone outside the Hamlet.  They 
recommend a number of changes to the zoning code amendment prepared by the Town Planner. 
Special use permit should permit review of the hours of operation for businesses, outdoor 
activities, noise and outdoor lighting.  However, they felt the lot was too small and too close to 
the residential properties to have an antique store or restaurant or special events on the site.

Mr. Cook made a motion to add one item to his agenda.

Seconded by Mr. Burns.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

Mr. Cook made a motion to add a new member, Frances Laturi to the Patterson Fire 
Department, effective immediately.

Seconded by Mr. Burns.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

SHAWN ROGAN

VETERANS’ MEMORIAL PB REQUEST – REPAIR PROPOSAL

Mr. Rogan stated I will table this, so we can discuss this in Executive Session.

ALPINE WATER DISTRICT – CONTROL PANEL REPLACEMENT

Mr. Rogan made a motion to authorize ACSICO, LLC for $6,900.00 for the controller panel 
and Turner Electric in an amount not to exceed $1,500.00 to install the new control panel for the
Alpine Water District.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Rogan read all the announcements happening in and around Patterson.

MICHAEL GRIFFIN

EoH, O&M AGREEMENT - DISCUSSION

Mr. Griffin stated the EoH Watershed Corporation serves 19 municipalities in Dutchess, Putnam
and Westchester.  We have over 150 practices that have been installed as part of the phosphorus 
reduction program required through the clean water act.  In our fifth year of the program, we 
have to have a bon-a-fide and approved operation and maintenance plan.  We are now in year 6 
through 10, New York City has insisted they will not negotiate with us for any additional 
funding until we have a solid O&M plan in place.
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Mr. Williams gave a brief overview.

PORT JERVIS REQUEST- DISCUSSION/RESOLUTION

Mr. Griffin introduced the following Resolution of the Town of Patterson, State of New York,
Putnam County, New York Supporting a Proposal to Have the New York State Legislature
Create Border Enterprise Zones Which Will Assist Municipalities to Promote Competitive 
and Vital Economic Growth:

R-1015-01

WHEREAS, there are approximately 132 small Towns, Villages and Cities in New York 
State which border the' neighboring states of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts and Vermont; and

WHEREAS, these municipalities contain approximately 497,500.00 New York residents; 
and 

WHEREAS, State, County and local sales taxes, excise taxes and other taxes on consumer 
goods are very often lower or non-existent in states bordering New York; and

WHEREAS, the lure of lower prices and costs has sent shoppers and businesses to other 
states from New York; and

WHEREAS, New York's small border municipalities have suffered economically as a 
result of these inequities; and

WHEREAS, our New York State municipalities would benefit from:

a. New York State to cut the state Sales tax to 2.0% from the state line to 1 mile 
from the border as the crow flies.
New York State to cut the state Sales tax to 2.5% from 1 mile -2 miles from the 
border as the crow flies.
New York State to cut the state Sales tax to 3.0% from 2 miles - 3 miles from 
the border as the crow flies.
New York State to cut the state Sales tax to 3.5% from 3 miles - 4 miles from 
the border as the crow flies.

b. New York State would mandate that the counties that have sales tax cut their 
tax in half from the state border locations of their counties to 4 miles from the 
border as the crow flies.

c. New York State will also need to eliminate sales tax on paper products,
medicine and clothing from the New York State border with another state to 4
miles from the state border as the crow flies.

d. New York State would need to lower the Gas Excise Tax by half from the New
York State border with another state to 4 miles from the state border as the
crow flies.

Exemptions:  Cities with populations over 15,000 would not benefit from this exemption.  
Towns, Villages and Cities that border another country would not benefit from this 
exemption; and

WHEREAS, these actions by the New York State Legislature will add to the economic growth
of business and industry along New York State borders and add vitality and revenue to those 
small towns, villages and cities located within the effected regions.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED by the Town of Patterson of the State of New York, 
Putnam County that  supports the foregoing proposals for action by the New York State 
Legislature to create New York State Border Enterprise Zones to assist small towns, villages 
and cities in competition for economic development and growth along our state borders.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.
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GARBAGE BIDS MEETING – CHANGE OF VENUE

Mr. Griffin stated we will have a public meeting on this.  I think the Town Board should do a 
presentation as to what the bids actually offer us, in terms of alternatives.  Since some people 
might think this will be a controversial issue, perhaps we would need a bigger venue.  I spoke to
Matt at the Recreation Center and it is not available.  If we are going to consider changing the 
venue to use the Recreation Center, we should pick a date, so Matt can cancel the programs for 
that night.

MTA POLICE MONOPOLE PROJECT - DISCUSSION

Mr. Griffin stated Mr. Williams, Legislature Nacerino and myself had a meeting with Metro 
North.  Mr. Williams found a couple of alternative locations and made recommendations to 
them.  They thanked us, but they said nothing works for them, but where we wanted to put it in 
the first place.  Construction is supposed to take place in November. 

Conversation ensued.

Mr. Griffin stated Don, if you would research this, we can bring it up at the next Town Board 
meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – LEGAL

Mr. Griffin stated I will defer my Executive Session – Legal until the end of the meeting.

Mr. Griffin made a motion to add one item to his agenda.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

Mr. Griffin stated someone drove through the fence at Club Court Park.  We are having an issue 
with the State Police in getting a traffic report.  I think it’s important to get the fence back up 
before someone gets hurt.

Mr. Griffin made a motion to approve Paul Fava’s request to hire Duke Fencing for an amount 
not to exceed $980.00 to repair the fence at Club Court Park.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

KEVIN BURNS

PUTNAM LAKE GRANT

Mr. Burns stated we received a grant from DASNY for $50,000.00 that we are going to use 
towards the Putnam Lake Park District.  A decision has been made that we are going to expend 
part of this grant to install a floating dock system for the PLPD at Warren Beach.

Mr. Burns introduced the following Resolution for a Determination of Significance Under 
the State Environmental Quality Review Act for the Floating Dock System for the Putnam 
Lake Park District:

R-1015-02

WHEREAS, the Town of Patterson wishes to purchase a floating dock system for the Putnam 
Lake Park District that will located at Warren Beach, 25 Waterford Road, Town of Patterson for 
an amount of $210,334.00, and

WHEREAS, the new floating dock will replace in-kind the floating docks that currently are at 
the afore-mentioned location; and

WHEREAS, the State Environmental Quality Review 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(2) provides that  
“replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, 
including upgrading buildings to meet building or fire codes” is a TYPE II ACTION, and 



PATTERSON TOWN BOARD                   OCTOBER 7, 2015 PAGE 5
TOWN BOARD MEETING

WHEREAS, the State Environmental Quality Review 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c) (25) provides 
that “purchase or sale of furnishings, equipment or supplies, including surplus government 
property, other than the following: land, radioactive material, pesticides, herbicides, or other 
hazardous materials” is a TYPE II ACTION, and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Patterson hereby 
finds that, in accordance with the State Environmental Quality Review 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)
(2) & (25) of the implementing regulations, the action under consideration constitutes 
a TYPE II ACTION, and therefore not subject to review pursuant to the State Environmental 
Quality Review.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

Mr. Burns introduced the following Resolution Authorizing Submission of a State and 
Municipal Facilities Program Grant for the Floating Dock System for the Putnam Lake 
Park District:

R-1015-03

WHEREAS, the Town of Patterson wishes to purchase a floating dock system for the Putnam 
Lake Park District that will located at Warren Beach, 25 Waterford Road, Town of Patterson for 
an amount of $210,334.00, and

WHEREAS, the Patterson Town Board has applied for, and been selected to receive, through 
the Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (DASNY), a State and Municipal Facilities 
Program grant in the amount of $50,000 to be utilized for the construction of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, in order to receive the grant, the Town must submit certain documentation, 
including a a Project Information Sheet and in addition, must verify the existence of committed 
funding resources sufficient to complete the project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board desires to obtain the grant and to approve and ratify the 
submission of the grant application and all prior action taken by Town Officials in connection 
therewith; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Patterson hereby
approves the submission of the Project Information Sheet and other application documentation 
as required by DASNY, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized and directed to 
execute any and all other documents and take any and all other action as may be necessary or 
convenient in order to give full effect to this Resolution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Patterson agrees, upon 
approval of the State and Municipal Facilities Program grant in the amount of $50,000.00, to 
fund the remaining portion of the cost of the Project, and that funds will be available to 
purchase the equipment within six (6) months of written approval of its application.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Mr. Burns made a motion to approve Budget Transfer No. 25 through 27

Budget Transfer No. 25

From: SPL.9010.800 State Retirement $(82.00)
Expense Account

To: SPL.9055.800 Disability Insurance $ 82.00
Expense Account



PATTERSON TOWN BOARD                   OCTOBER 7, 2015 PAGE 6
TOWN BOARD MEETING

Budget Transfer No. 26

From: A.1990.400 Contingent Account $(18,100.00)
Expense Account

To: A.3620.200 Building Dept. Equip & Capital 
Outlay $ 15,500.00

A.3620.400 Building Department Contractual $   2,600.00
Expense Accounts

Budget Transfer No. 27

Increase: SWF.0599 Appropriated Fund Balance $  5,512.00
Fund Balance

Increase: SWF.8310.200Water Admin Equip & Capital $  5,512.00
Expense Account Outlay

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

PETER DANDREANO – ABSENT

KEVIN BURNS

RECREATION REQUEST(S)

Mr. Burns made a motion to approve the request by Matt Chibbaro to purchase “T”-shirts and 
sweat shirts in an amount not to exceed $328.00.

Seconded by Mr. Rogan.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

PUTNAM CAP REQUEST – WAIVER OF FEES

Mr. Burns made a motion to approve the request of the Putnam CAP Health Care to hold their 
meeting on November 4, 2015 at the Recreation Center and to waive the fee to rent it.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

None

PUBLIC RECOGNITION

Mr. Rob Kirbset stated where is this cell tower going.  

Mr. Griffin stated Route 164.

Mr. Burns stated when you drive down Route 164, under the first bridge, it is about 200 feet 
down the tracks on the left.

Mr. Kirbset stated I have a few issues with this.  First, environmental issues.  We have preserves
right over there.  How is this going to affect migratory birds.

Mr. Griffin stated this is what they are claiming is 180 feet.

Mr. Kirbset stated no, that’s not 180 feet.

Mr. Griffin stated I didn’t think so either.

Mr. Kirbset stated not only will it affect the basic scenic beauty of that area, but I’m on Route 
164, what is this going to do to my property value.  I just bought this house two years ago.  Are 
you going to come and reassess my house.
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Mr. Cook stated we are dealing with a State agency that is independent and we know where you 
are coming from.  We tried in the beginning to go elsewhere and they are adamant about putting 
it there.  We asked Counsel to look into this.

Mr. Burns stated they are exempt from our Zoning Law, so they don’t have to come to us and 
ask permission.  They are an independent agency and they are building this on their property.  
We are trying to see if there is a loop hole.

Mr. Griffin stated that is why they are so adamant about keeping it on their property.  We will do
what we can to find out if we have any recourse.  

Mr. Kirbset stated I’m really concerned, because my property is going to plummet.  

Mr. Andrew Falk stated you mentioned Governor Cuomo, I’m just wondering if anyone has 
contacted Senator Murphy’s office or any State Legislative Official and asked for assistance.

Mr. Griffin stated I know Mr. Williams has had a number of conversations with Mr. Murphy’s 
office.

Mr. Williams stated yes, I’m just waiting to get this package and send him the rest.  

Mr. Griffin stated Andrew, do you have any contacts in the Governor’s office.

Mr. Falk stated the Governor and I, we are not close.  I do know people from being around and I
will bring it to their attention.  If I have a good contact, I will certainly let you know.

Mr. Griffin stated I appreciate that.  He’s not talking to me.

Mr. Falk stated I’m not taking his calls either.

Mr. Griffin stated you are lucky, he’s not even calling me.

Mr. Matt Spzindor, Chief Patterson Fire Department stated I have a couple of things.  First; I 
have the Third Quarter Report I would like to submit.  Second, we were contacted through the 
Town by a gentlemen by the name of Fishman whose Grandfather was one of the founding 
fathers of the Patterson Fire Department back in 1921.  He asked if we would be willing to add 
a plaque commemorating the establishment of the fire department and the founding fathers of 
the department.  Founders Day is scheduled for Sunday, October 18, 2015 at 1:00 p.m.  We 
would like to extend an invitation to the Town Board and the public to stop by.  He agreed to 
make a donation to the fire department in the amount of the fire department’s first yearly 
budget, which in 1921 was about $4,000.00.  I saw the Preliminary Budget and I wasn’t sure if 
tonight they were approving the budget as submitted.

 Mr. Griffin stated no.

Mr. Spzindor stated ok.  I wanted to ask, it was not part of our budget request, but, again, I 
would urge the Town Board to fully fund for the entire 2016 year TransCare contract.  They 
have been a huge asset.

Mr. Griffin stated we budgeted $275,000.00 towards that.  I believe that number will be 
adequate.  Hopefully, you can continue doing what you have been doing.  We are saving about 
$8,000.00 per month with the department covering five nights a week.  We do have some 
contingency money, if it turns out to be more than that.  Matt, thank you for all the nights that 
you have been doing.  It’s a tremendous savings for the Town.  You did a magnificent job on the
911 Memorial.  It is really impressive.  I don’t know who designed or built it for you, but it is 
classy.

Mr. Szpindor stated the September 11 Memorial that was dedicated on September 11 at the 
Patterson Fire Department was designed by a committee of members and we had a number of 
people both in the Town and out that donated materials or services to make it possible.  

Mr. Griffin stated it’s beautiful.



PATTERSON TOWN BOARD                   OCTOBER 7, 2015 PAGE 8
TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Szpindor stated I have a few more comments and I would like to direct these comments to 
Supervisor Griffin.  I understand that at a meeting of the Republican Committee there was some
discussion about the fire department budget, in particular.  I felt it was an inappropriate venue 
for those discussions.  I also believe there were some statements made that were attributed to me
about my desire to have a fully paid fire department in the Town.  I just want to go on record as 
stating that that could not be further from the truth and I take offense that comments are being 
attributed to me that are baseless and lack any veracity.  If we had one hundred or one hundred 
and twenty five members in the department, there would be no discussion.  I would have guys 
fighting to get on the rig and I would be putting six or seven rigs on every run.  That would be 
wonderful.  Unfortunately, there are very few residents in this Town that have stepped up to 
serve the community in the manner in which we have and we are to a point now where we are 
looking for supplemental staffing.  As part of the presentation we made to the Town Board, we 
are looking to take it a step further in the future with the creation of this separate EMS agency 
and supplemental staffing for the fire department.  I would like to go on record as saying that we
have come to the Town Board for help to address the staffing issues.  It is not a situation that is 
unique to the Patterson Fire Department.  It’s something that is going on throughout the County 
and State, but it is an all-volunteer agency.  At some point, we will have to answer the question 
about why it took 20 or 25 minutes for a piece of fire apparatus to show up and it had two 
people on it and I don’t want to have to say, I told you so.  There was discussion at some point 
about having a study and we were told it was being put off, we were waiting for grant money, 
etc. etc.  I live in Town and I pay taxes in this Town.  I’m not looking to have a 10,000,000.00 
line item for a paid fire department, but we feel it’s a critical service and it needs to be 
adequately funded.  

Mr. Griffin stated I don’t recall ever saying that we were looking for a fully paid fire 
department.  The discussion was, that they were looking for two paid people to be on staff.  I 
was asked at that meeting what the issues were with the budget.  The fire department came up.  I
think you submitted a very responsible budget for this year, 2.3% increase, but I don’t believe 
the Town is in a position to fund the additional paid people.  That was the gist of the 
conversation. 

Mr. Szpindor stated we had a Fire Department Board member that was present at that meeting 
and he told me directly that out of your mouth you said, “if I had my way, I believe the quote 
was, we would have a fully paid fire department in this Town.”  That is certainly not true.

Mr. Griffin stated I don’t recall that coming out of my mouth, but I do recall that I said you were
looking for paid personnel.

Mr. Szpindor stated ok.  I extend the invitation to the Board once again to sit down and discuss 
the proposal in more detail.  What we were looking to do was to take the money in the amount 
that you stated earlier, $275,000.00 to $300,000.00, which is currently going to be budgeted, 
hopefully for next year, and steer that money toward the not-for-profit agency as a way to add 
additional supplemental staffing for fire and EMS for a fraction of what it would typically cost.

Mr. Griffin stated I think you have two Councilmen that are very interested in putting that 
committee and study together.  Are you encouraging us to move forward on fire departments 
and the service.

Mr. Szpindor stated when we were notified in June about the letter, I believe that I responded to 
you in writing that we would certainly cooperate in any matter.

Mr. Griffin stated we received some considerably more reasonable proposals and I would be 
more than happy to discuss them with you.  The original proposal was in the $20,000.000 plus 
range.  We felt that was a bit more money than we were in a position to spend.  Subsequently, 
we have gotten more in the $5,000.00 to $6,000.00 range.  I think that is more workable. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION PERSONNEL

There being no further business, Mr. Burns made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:05 
p.m.

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.
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Mr. Burns made a motion to close Executive Session at 8:50 p.m. 

Seconded by Mr. Cook.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

Mr. Griffin called the meeting back to order at 8:50 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Cook made a motion to adjourn the Town Board meeting 
at 8:50 p.m.

Seconded by Mr. Burns.  All In Favor: Aye.  Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

__________________________
Antoinette Kopeck, Town Clerk

 


