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PREFACE

The Town of Patterson has, over the years, passed through passed through a process of
legislative change common to many American communities. While only a few simple laws were
necessary at the time of the incorporation of the town, subsequent growth of the community,
together with the complexity of modern life, has created the need for more and detailed legislation
for the proper function and government of the Town. The recording of local law is an aspect of
municipal history, and as the community develops and changes, review and revision of old laws and
consideration of new laws, in the light of current trends, must keep pace. The orderly collection of
these records is an important step in this ever-continuing process. Legislation must be more than
mere chronological enactments reposing in the pages of old records. They must be available and
logically arranged for convenient use and must be kept up-to-date. It was with thoughts such as
these in mind that the Town Board ordered the following codification of the Town’s Legislation.

Contents of Code

The various chapters of the Code contain all currently effective legislation of a general and
permanent nature enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson including revisions or
amendments to existing legislation deemed necessary by the Town Board in the course of
codification.

Division of Code

The Code is divided into parts. Part I, Administrative Legislation, contains all Town
legislation of an administrative nature, namely, that dealing with the administration of government,
that establishing or regulating municipal boards or departments and that affecting officers and
employees of the municipal government and its departments. Part I, General Legislation, contains
all other Town legislation of a regulatory nature. Items of legislation in this part generally imposes
penalties for violation of their provisions, whereas that in Part I does not.

Histories

At the end of the Scheme (list of titles) in each chapter is located the legislative history for
that chapter. This History indicates the specific legislative source from which the chapter was
derived, including the enactment number (e.g., ordinance number, local law number, bylaw number,
resolution number, etc.), if pertinent, and the date of adoption. In the case of chapters containing
parts or articles derived from more than one item of legislation, the source of each part of article is
indicated in the text, under its title. Amendments to individual sections or subsections are indicated
by histories where appropriate in the text.

General References; Editor’s Notes
In each chapter containing material related to other chapters in the Code, a table of General
References is included to direct the reader’s attention to such related chapters. Editor’s Notes are
used in the text to provide supplementary information and cross-references to related provisions in
other chapters.

Appendix

Certain forms of local legislation do not fall into the categories as established for Parts I and



IT of the Code, but are of such significance that their application is community-wide or their
provisions are germane to the conduct of municipal government. The Appendix of this Code is
reserved for such legislation and for any other material that the community may wish to include.

Disposition List

The Disposition List is a chronological listing of legislation, indicating its inclusion in the
publication or the reason for its exclusion. The Disposition List will be updated with each
supplement to the Code to include the legislation reviewed with said supplement.

Index

The Index is a guide to information. Since it is likely that this publication will be used by
persons without formal legal training, the Index has been formulated to enable such persons to locate
a particular section quickly. Each section of each chapter has been indexed. The Index will be
supplemented and revised from time to time as new legislation is added.

Instructions for Amending the Code

All changes to the Code, whether they are amendments, deletions, or additions, should be
adopted as amendments to the Code. In doing so, existing material that is not being substantively
altered should not be renumbered.

Adding new sections. Where new sections are to be added to a chapter, they can be added
at the end of the existing material (continuing the numbering sequence) or inserted between existing
sections as decimal numbers (e.g., a new section between §§65-5 and 65-6 should be designated
§65-5.1).

Adding new chapters. New chapters should be added in the proper alphabetical sequence
in the appropriate division or part (e.g. Part I Administrative Legislation, or Part II, General
Legislation), utilizing the reserved chapter numbers. New chapter titles should begin with the key
word for the alphabetical listing (e.g., new legislation on abandoned vehicles should be titled
“Vehicles, Abandoned” under “V: in the Table of Contents, and a new enactment on coin-operated
amusement devices should be “Amusement Devices” or “Amusement Device, Coin-Operated” under
“A” in the Table of Contents). Where a reserved number is not available, an “A” chapter should be
used (e.g., anew chapter to be included between Chapters 166 and 167 should be designated Chapter
166A).

Adding new articles. New articles may be inserted between existing articles ina chapter
(e.g., adding a new district to the Zoning Regulations) by teh use of “A” articles (e.g., a new article
to be included between Articles XVI and XVII should be designated Article XVIA). The section
numbers would be as indicated above (e.g. if the new Article XVIA contains six sections and
existing Article XVIends with §166-30 and Article XVIIbegins with §166-31, Article XVIA should
contain §§166-30.1 through 166-30.6).

Supplementation

Supplementation of the Code will follow the adoption of new legislation. New legislation
or amendments to existing legislation will be included and repeals will be indicated as soon as
possible after passage. Supplemental pages should be inserted as soon as they are received and old
pages removed, in accordance with the Instruction Page which accompanies each supplement.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Tools for Finding Information - In addition to the municipality’s legislation, this
publication contains tools to help locate information; table of contents, index, chapter outlines
(schemes), and a disposition list.

Chapters - Chapters are generally discrete pieces or legislation, but can also be made up of
several individual pieces on a related topic. In that case, the individual pieces are arranged into
articles or parts within the chapter. The article or part titles can be found in the chapter scheme or
by subject in the index. If you are familiar with a former number or title, look for it chronologically
in the disposition list.

Reserved Chapters - In the numbering of chapters, space has been provided for the
convenient insertion, alphabetically, of later enactments. Help in selecting an appropriate number
for a new chapter is available from the editor. See also the “Instruction for Amending the Code” in
the Preface.

Section Numbering - A chapter-related section-numbering system is employed Each section
of every item of legislation is assigned a number which indicates both the number of the chapter in
which the item of legislation is located and the location of the section within that chapter. Thus, the
fouth section of Chapter 6 is § 6-4.

Scheme - The scheme is the list of section titles which precedes the text of each chapter.
These titles are carefully written so that, taken together, they may be considered as a summary of
the content of the chapter. Taken separately, each describes the content of a particular section. For
ease and precision of reference, the Scheme titles are repeated as section headings in the text.

Page Numbers - A unique page-numbering system has been used in which each chapter
forms an autonomous unit. The first page of each chapter is the number of that chapter followed by
a colon and the numeral “1.” Thus, Chapter 6 begins on page 6:1. By the use of this system, it is
possible to add or to change pages in any chapter, or add new chapters, without affecting the
sequence of subsequent pages.
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Chapter 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS
ARTICLE I
Adoption of Code
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§ 1-13. When effective.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 4-13-2005 by L.L.
No. 9-2005. Amendments noted where applicable.]



ARTICLE I
Adoption of Code
[Adopted 11-12-80 as L.L.No. 4-1980]

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson as follows:

§1-1. Legislative intent.

In accordance with Subdivision 3 of §20 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, the local laws,
ordinances and certain resolutions of the Town of Patterson, as contained herein and adopted by the
Town Board of the Town of Patterson on April 13, 2005, consisting of Chapters 1 through Chapters
154, together with the Schedule of Dimensional Zoning Requirements, the Zoning Map, and the
Appendix and any subsequent amendments thereto, shall be known collectively as the “Code of the
Town of Patterson,” hereafter termed the “Code.” Wherever reference is made in any of the local
laws, ordinances and resolutions contained in the “Code of the Town of Patterson” to any other local
law, ordinance or resolution appearing in said Code, such reference shall be changed to the
appropriate chapter title, chapter number, article number or section number appearing in the Code
as if such local law, ordinance or resolution had been formally amended to so read.

§1-2. Continuation of existing provisions.

The provisions of the Code, insofar as they are substantively the same as those of local laws,
ordinances and resolutions in force immediately prior to the enactment of the Code by this local law,
are intended as a continuation of such local laws, ordinances and resolutions and not as new
enactments, and the effectiveness of such provisions shall date from the date of adoption of the prior
local law, ordinance or resolution. All such provisions are hereby continued in full force and effect
and are hereby reaffirmed as to their adoption by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson, and it
is the intention of said Board that each such provision contained within the Code is hereby
reaffirmed as it appears in said Code. Only such provisions of former local laws and ordinances as
are omitted from this Code shall be deemed repealed or abrogated by the provisions of §1-3 below.

§1-3. Repeal of enactments not included in Code.

All local laws and ordinances of a general and permanent nature of the Town of Patterson
in force on the date of the adoption of this local law and not contained in such “Code”, or recognized
and continued in force by reference therein, are hereby repealed from and after the effective date of
this local law.

§1-4. Enactments saved from repeal; matters not affected.

The repeal of local laws and ordinances provided for in §1-3 of this local law shall not affect
the following classes of local laws, ordinances, rights and obligations, which are hereby expressly
saved from repeal:

A. Any right or liability established, accrued or incurred under any legislative provision of the
Town of Patterson prior to the effective date of this local law or any action or proceeding brought
for the enforcement of such right or liability.

B. Any offense or act committed or done before the effective date of this local law in violation
of any legislative provision of the Town of Patterson or any penalty, punishment or forfeitures which
may result therefrom.

C. Any prosecution, indictment, action, suit or other proceeding pending or any judgement



rendered prior to the effective date of this local law brought pursuant to any legislative provision
of the Town of Patterson.

D. Any agreement entered into or any franchise, license, right, easement or privilege heretofore
granted or conferred by the Town of Patterson.

E. Any local law or ordinance of the Town of Patterson providing for the laying out, opening,
altering, widening, relocating, straightening, establishing grade, changing name, improvement,
acceptance or vacation of any right-of-way, easement, street, road, highway, park or other public
place within the Town of Patterson or any portion thereof.

F. Any local law or ordinance of the Town of Patterson appropriating money or transferring
funds, promising or guaranteeing the payment of money or authorizing the issuance and delivery
of any bond of the Town of Patterson or other instruments or evidence of the town’s indebtedness.

G. Local laws or ordinances authorizing the purchase, sale, lease or transfer of property or any
lawful contract, agreement or obligation.

H. The levy or imposition of special assessments or charges.

L. The annexation or dedication of property.

J. Any local law or ordinance relating to salaries and compensation.

K. Any local law or ordinance amending the Zoning Map.

L Any local law or ordinance relating to or establishing a pension plan or pension fund for

town employees.
M. Any local law adopted subsequent to April 13, 2005.
§1-5. Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section , article, chapter or part of this local law or of any
local law, ordinance or resolution included in this Code now or through supplementation shall be
adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair
or invalidate the remainder thereof but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence,
paragraph, section, article, chapter or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such
judgement shall have been rendered.

§1-6. Copy of Code on file.

A copy of the code, in loose-leaf form, has been filed in the office of the Town Clerk of the
Town of Patterson and shall remain there for use and examination by the public until final action
is taken on this local law; and, if this local law shall be adopted, such copy shall be certified by the
Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson by impressing thereon the Seal of the Town, and such certified
copy shall remain on file in the office of said Town Clerk to be made available to persons desiring
to examine the same during all times while said Code is in effect. The enactment and publication
of this local law, coupled with the availability of a copy of the Code for inspection by the public,
shall be deemed, held and considered to by due and legal publication of all provisions of the Code
for all purposes.

§1-7. Amendments to Code.

Any and all additions, deletions, amendments or supplements to any of the local laws,
ordinances and resolutions known collectively as the “Code of the Town of Patterson” or any new



local laws, ordinances or resolutions, when enacted or adopted in such form as to indicate the
intention of the Town Board to be a part thereof, shall be deemed to be incorporated into such Code
so that reference to the Code shall be understood and intended to include such additions, deletions,
amendments or supplements. Whenever such additions, deletions, amendments or supplements to
the Code shall be enacted or adopted, they shall thereafter be printed and, as provided hereunder,
inserted in the loose-leaf book containing said Code as amendments and supplements thereto.
Nothing contained in this local law shall affect the status of any local law, ordinance or resolution
contained herein, and such local laws, ordinances or resolutions may be amended, deleted or
changed from time to time as the Town Board deems desirable.

§1-8. Code Book to be kept up-to-date.

It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to keep up-to-date the certified copy of the book containing
the Code of the Town of Patterson required to be filed in the office of the Town Clerk for use by the
public. All changes in said Code and all local laws, ordinances and resolutions adopted by the Town
Board subsequent to the enactment of this local law in such form as to indicate the intention of said
Board to be a part of said Code shall, when finally enacted or adopted, be included therein by
temporary attachment of copies of such changes, local laws, ordinances or resolutions until such
changes, local laws, ordinances or resolutions are printed as supplements to said Code book, at
which time such supplements shall be inserted therein.

§1-9. Sale of Code book; supplementation.

Copies of the Code, or any chapter or portion of it, may be purchased from the Town Clerk,
or an authorized agent of the Clerk, upon the payment of a fee to be set by resolution of the Town
Board. The Clerk may also arrange for procedures for the periodic supplementation of the Code.

§1-10. Penalties for tampering with Code.

Any person who, without authorization from the Town Board, changes or amends, by
additions or deletions, any part or portion of the Code of the Town of Patterson or who alters or
tampers with such Code in any manner whatsoever which will cause the legislation of the Town of
Patterson to be misrepresented thereby, or who falsely represents the meaning or language of the
Code, or who violates any other provision of this local law shall be guilty of an offense and shall,
upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine of not more than $250 or imprisonment for a term of
not more than 15 days, or both.

§1-11. Changes in previously adopted legislation; new provisions.

A. In compiling and preparing the local laws, ordinances and resolutions for publication as the
Code of the Town of Patterson, no changes in the meaning or intent of such local laws, ordinances
and resolutions have been made, except as provided for in Subsection B hereof. In addition, certain
grammatical changes and other minor nonsubstantive changes were made in one or more of said
pieces of legislation. It is the intention of the Town Board that all such changes be adopted as part
of the Code as if the local laws, ordinances and resolutions had been previously formally amended
to read as such.

B. In addition, the amendments and/or additions as set forth in Schedule A attached hereto and
made a part hereof are made herewith to become effective upon the effective date of this local law.
(Chapter and section number references are to the local laws, ordinances and resolutions as they
have been renumbered and appear in the Code.)

§1-12. Incorporation of provisions into Code.



The provisions of this local law are hereby made Article I of Chapter 1 of the Code of the
Town of Patterson, such local law to be entitled “General Provisions, Article I, Adoption of Code,”
and the sections of this local law shall be numbered §§1-1 to 1-13, inclusive.

§1-13. When effective.

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State of the State of
New York.



Chapter 2
ALTERNATE BOARD MEMBERS
ARTICLE 1

Alternate Planning Board Members
§2-1. Legislative intent.
§2-2. Short title and applicability.
§2-3. Definitions.
§2-4. Authorization and effect.
§2-5. Supersession of Town Law.
§2-6. Severability.
§2-7. When effective.
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 9-27-2006 by L.L. No. 8-
2006; amended in its entirety 4-22-2015 by Local Law No. 1 of 2015. Amendment noted where
applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Defense and indemnification - See Ch. 11.
Code of Ethics - See Ch. 17.
Parks - See Ch. ch.115
Park District: Putnam Lake - See Ch. 116

Subdivision of land - See Ch. 138.
Zoning - See Ch. 154.



ARTICLE I
Alternate Planning Board Members
[Adopted 9-27-2006 by L.L. No. 8-2006]

§2-1. Legislative intent.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson recognizes that it is sometimes difficult to
maintain a quorum on the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Veterans Memorial Park
Advisory Board or the Putnam Lake Park Advisory Board because members are ill, are on extended
vacation or find that they have a conflict of interest situation on a specific matter before such board.
In such instances, official business cannot be conducted which may delay or impede adherence to
required timeliness. The use of alternate members in the absence of members from one or more of
these Boards is hereby authorized pursuant to the provisions of this local law.

§2-2. Short title; applicability.
A. Short Title: “Alternate Board Members Act.”

B. This chapter shall apply to the appointment, terms, functions and powers of alternate
members appointed to serve on the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Veterans Memorial
Park Advisory Board or the Putnam Lake Park Advisory Board in the Town of Patterson.

§2-3. Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ALTERNATE MEMBER - an individual appointed by the Patterson Town Board to serve on the
Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Veterans Memorial Park Advisory Board or the Putnam
Lake Park Advisory Board when a regular member is unable to participate on an application or
matter before said Board, as provided herein.

MEMBER - an individual appointed by the Patterson Town Board to serve on one of the Boards
enumerated in this Chapter pursuant to the provisions of the local law or ordinance which first
established such Board.

PLANNING BOARD - the Planning Board of the Town of Patterson as established by the Town
Board of the Town of Patterson pursuant to the provisions of § 271 of the Town Law of the State
of New York.

PUTNAM LAKE PARK ADVISORY BOARD - the Putnam Lake Park Advisory Board of the
Town of Patterson as established by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 116 of the Patterson Town Code.

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK ADVISORY BOARD - the Putnam Lake Park Advisory Board
of the Town of Patterson as established by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 115 of the Patterson Town Code.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - the Planning Board of the Town of Patterson as established by
the Town Board of the Town of Patterson pursuant to the provisions of § 267 of the Town Law of
the State of New York.



§2-4. Authorization and effect.

A. The Town Board of the Town of Patterson hereby enacts this chapter to provide a process
for appointing alternate members of the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Veterans
Memorial Park Advisory Board or the Putnam Lake Park Advisory Board . Such alternate member
would serve when members of the said Board are absent or unable to participate on an application
or matter before their respective Board.

B. Alternate members of the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Veterans
Memorial Park Advisory Board or the Putnam Lake Park Advisory Board shall be appointed by
resolution of the Patterson Town Board, for a term of one (1) year.

C. The Chairperson of each Board may designate an alternate member to substitute for a
member of their Board when such member is unable to participate in an application or matter before
their respective Board. When so designated, the alternate member shall possess all the powers and
responsibilities of such member of that respective Board. Such designation shall be entered into the
minutes of the initial meeting at which the substitution is made.

D. All provisions of state law relating to Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Veterans
Memorial Park Advisory Board or the Putnam Lake Park Advisory Board member eligibility,
vacancy in office, removal, compatibility of office and service on other boards, as well as any
provisions of a local law relating to training, continuing education, compensation and attendance,
shall also apply to alternate members.

§2-5. Supersession of Town Law.
This local law is hereby adopted pursuant to the provisions of § 10 of the New York State
Municipal Home Rule Law and § 10 of the New Y ork State Statute of Local Governments. It is the

intent of the Town Board of the Town of Patterson pursuant to § 10 of the New York State
Municipal Home Rule Law to supersede the provisions of § 271 of the New York State Town Law.

§2-6. Severability.
If any provisions of this local law are held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any

court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this local law shall remain in full force
and effect.

§2-7. Effective Date.

This chapter shall take effect immediately upon the filing with the Secretary of State.



Chapter 4

APPEARANCE TICKETS
§ 4-1. Purpose § 4-4. Penalties for offenses.
§ 4-2. Definitions § 4-5. Alternative methods of enforcement
§ 4-3. Officials authorized to issue tickets.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 11-14-79 as L.L. No. 5-
1979. (Readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005); amended in its entirety 3-9-2016 by L.L. No.
3-2016. Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Building construction --- See Ch. 64.
Unsafe building --- See Ch. 67.
Dogs and other animal --- See Ch. 76.

§ 4-1. Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to authorize, pursuant to Article 150 of the Criminal Procedure
Law and § 10, Subdivisions 4(a), of the Municipal Home Rule Law, certain public servants to issue
and serve appearance tickets in connection with violations of New Y ork State Building and fire ode,
as well as the Code of the Town of Patterson, local laws, ordinances and/or rules and regulations of
the Town of Patterson which the employees are authorized or required to enforce.

§ 4-2. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

APPEARANCE TICKET — A written notice issued and subscribed by a police officer or other
public servant authorized by state or local law enacted pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal
Home Rule Law to issue the same directing a designated person to appear in a designated local
criminal court at a designated future time in connection with his alleged commission of a designated
offense. A notice conforming to such definition constitutes an “appearance ticket,” regardless of
whether it is referred to in some other provision of laws as a summons by any other name or title.

CODES OF COMPLIANCE OFFICER — The person designated by the Town Board of the Town
of Paterson to serve in said capacity.

DIRECTOR OF CODES ENFORCEMENT — The Director of Codes Enforcement appointed by the
Town Board of the Town of Patterson to serve in said capacity. For the purpose of administration
and enforcement of the Town Code of The Town of Patterson, the term “Director of Codes
Enforcement” shall be synonymous with “Building Inspector”, “Code Enforcement Officer” and
“Code Enforcement Official”.

FIRE INSPECTOR — The Fire Inspector appointed by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson.
For the purpose of administration and enforcement of the Town Code of the Town of Patterson, the
term “Fire Inspector” shall by synonymous with “Fire Code Enforcement Official” and “Building



Safety Inspector” as such terms are used in the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code.

INSPECTOR — One or more inspectors as may be appointed by the Town Board of the Town of
Patterson pursuant to Town Code Chapter 64, § 64-3C. The inspector(s) shall be under the
supervision and direction of the Director of Codes Enforcement.

§ 4-3. Official authorized to issue tickets.

A.

The following public servants are hereby authorized to issue and serve appearance tickets
with respect to violations of New York State Statutes and/or rules and regulations as well
as the Town Code, local laws, ordinances and/or rules and regulations of The Town of

Patterson:

(1)  Highway Superintendent for the violation of Town Code Chapter 135, entitled
“Streets,” and Article VI of Chapter 150 of the Patterson Town Code.

(2) Dog Control Officer for violation of Town Code Chapter 76, entitled “Dogs and
Other Animals,” and the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law.

3) Director of Codes Enforcement for a violation of any ordinance or local law of the
Town Code of the Town of Patterson, or of the New York State Uniform Fire
Prevention and Building Code.

(4) Fire Inspector for a violation of any ordinance or local law of the Town Code of the
Town of Patterson, or of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building
Code.

(5) Codes Compliance Officer for a violation of the following chapters of the Patterson

Town Code:

(a) Chapter 45, All-Terrain Vehicles.

(b) Chapter 61, Boats.

(c) Chapter 72, Chronic Public Nuisance Abatement.
(d) Chapter 79, Dumps.

(e) Chapter 97, Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse.
6] Chapter 103, Littering.

(2) Chapter 109, Noise.

(h) Chapter 115, Parks.

(1) Chapter 116, Park District: Putnam Lake.
() Chapter 128, Recycling.

(k) Chapter 145, Trespassing.

) Chapter 147, Vehicles, Abandoned.

(m)  Chapter 150, Vehicles and Traffic.



(6) Environmental Conservation Officer for a violation of Patterson Zoning Code §154-
18, entitled “Wetlands and Watercourses™.

(7) Town Planner for a violation of Town Code Chapter 91, entitled “Flood Damage
Prevention” and of Chapter 133, “Stormwater, Soil Erosion and Sediment Control.”

(8) Putnam County Sheriff or New York State Police for a violation of any ordinance or
local law of the Town Code of the Town of Patterson.

9) Inspector for a violation of Town Code Chapter 64, entitled “Building Construction.”

§ 4-4. Penalties for offenses.

A.

Except where any chapter of the Patterson Town Code provides otherwise, any person or
corporation, whether as owner, lessee, principal agent, employee or otherwise, which
violates any of the provisions of the Patterson Town Code, or permits any such violation or
fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof shall be guilty of a violation, punishable
by a fine not exceeding $350 or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both;
and upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense all of which were committed within
a period of five years, punishable by a fine not less than $700 not more than $1,000 or
imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both. For the purpose of conferring
jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations of the Patterson Town
Code or any part thereof or any condition or requirement imposed as a result of
administration of a section of the Patterson town code shall be deemed misdemeanors. Each
week’s continued violation shall constitute a separate additional violation.

§ 4-5. Alternative methods of enforcement.

The authority to use appearance tickets returnable in the Town Justice court shall not infringe upon
the authority of the aforementioned public servants to use any alternative methods of enforcing the
statutes, local laws, ordinances, rules or regulations of the State of New York and the Town of
Patterson, as may be provided by law.



Chapter 7
ASSESSMENTS
§ 7-1. Coordinated assessment program.
§ 7-2. Municipal cooperative agreement.
§ 7-3. Amendments to agreement.
§ 7-4. Termination of CAP.
§ 7-5. Withdrawal from CAP.
§ 7-6. Filing.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 4-27-1971 as L.L. No. 1-
1971, approved by electors 626-1971; amended in its entirety 8-28-1991 by L.L. No. 6-1991;
amended in its entirety 12-22-1998 by L.L. No. 3-1998. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-
2005) Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 7-1. Coordinated assessment program.

In accordance with § 579 of the Real Property Tax Law (RPTL), there shall be established
by the Town of Kent and the Town of Patterson a coordinated assessment program (CAP), which
shall be implemented no later than January 1, 1999

§ 7-2. Municipal cooperative agreement.

A. In connection with the establishment of such CAP, and in accordance with RPTL § 576 and
Article 5-G of the General Municipal Law (GML), the Town of Kent and the Town of Patterson
shall enter into a municipal cooperative agreement, which shall be for a term no greater than five
years (hereinafter, the CAP agreement).

B. Notwithstanding any other provisions which may be agreed upon, the CAP agreement shall
provide that:

(1) Effective no later than 60 days after the date on which the CAP agreement is
effective, the same individual shall be appointed to hold the office of Assessor in all of the
assessing units participating in the CAP.

(2) Upon the expiration of the term of the Assessor so appointed, or in the event that the
Assessor so appointed shall resign or otherwise be unable to remain in office, a single
individual shall be appointed to succeed him or her in all the participating assessing units.

3) Effective with the first assessment roll produced pursuant to the CAP agreement, all
real property shall be assessed at the same uniform percentage of value in all of the assessing
units participating in the CAP throughout the term of the agreement. Such percentage may
be expressly prescribed by the CAP agreement.

4) The dates applicable to the assessment process in each participating assessment unit,
including the taxable status date and the dates for filing of the tentative and final assessment
rolls, shall be as provided in Article 3 and 5 of the Real Property Tax Law.



(%) The Towns of Kent and Patterson shall have two separate and distinct Boards of
Assessment Review (BAR). [Amended 3-10-1999 by L.L. No. 1-1999]

§ 7-3. Amendments.

The CAP agreement may be amended at any time to add one or more eligible assessing units
to the program. Such amended CAP agreement shall be approved in the same manner as the original
CAP agreement, provided that any local law approving the amended CAP agreement must be
adopted at least one year before the effective date thereof.

§ 7-4. Termination of CAP.

The CAP established hereunder may be terminated by the adoption of local laws providing
for the termination of the program by at least fifty percent of the participating assessing units,
provided that the local laws providing for termination must be adopted at least one year before they
are to be effective.

§ 7-5. Withdrawal from CAP.

An assessing unit may withdraw from the CAP by local law, provided that the local law
providing for the withdrawal must be adopted at least on year before it is to be effective.

§ 7-6. Filing.'

A Copy of this chapter shall be filed with the Office of Real Property Services.

" Edition’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch.1, General Provisions,
Atrticle I).



Chapter 11
DEFENSE AND INDEMNIFICATION

§ 11-1. Definitions.

§ 11-2. Defense by Town authorized; attorney; avoidance of default judgment.
§11-3 Conditions.

§ 11-4. Limitation of applicability.

§ 11-5. Extension of benefits to certain employees restricted..

§ 11-6. Extension to members of Industrial Development Agency authorized.
§ 11-7. Extension to members of Housing Authority authorized.

§ 11-8. Effect on insurers.

§ 11-9. Construal of provisions.

§11-10. Effect on pending proceedings.
§11-11. Indemnification of Town Employees.
§11-12. Limitations on indemnification.
§11-13. Cooperation of employee.

§11-14. Payment of judgements or claims

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 7-9-80 as L.L. No. 2-1980.
(readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES
Code of Ethics - See Ch. 17



§ 11-1. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the following terms shall have
the meanings indicated:

EMPLOYEE - Any person holding a position by election, appointment or employment in the service
of the town, but shall not include a volunteer, any person not compensated for his services or an
independent contractor. The term "employee" shall include a former employee, his estate or
judicially appointed personal representative.

TOWN - The Town of Patterson, Putnam County, New York.

§11-2 Provisions for defense by town.

A. Upon compliance by the employee with the provisions of § 11-3 of this chapter, the town
shall provide for the defense of the employee in any civil action or proceeding in any state or federal
court arising out of any alleged act or omission which occurred or is alleged in the complaint to have
occurred while the employee was acting or in good faith purporting to act within the scope of his
public employment or duties. Such defense shall not be provided where such civil action or
proceeding is brought by or on behalf of the town.

B. Subject to the conditions set forth in Subsection A of this section, the employee shall be
entitled to be represented by the Town Attorney; provided, however, that the employee shall be
entitled to representation by private counsel of his choice in any civil judicial proceeding whenever
the Town Attorney determines, based upon his investigation and review of the facts and
circumstances of the case, that representation by the Town Attorney would be inappropriate, or
whenever a court of competent jurisdiction, upon appropriate motion or by a special proceeding,
determines that a conflict of interest exists and that the employee is entitled to be represented by
private counsel of his choice. The Town Attorney shall notify the employee in writing of such
determination that the employee is entitled to be represented by private counsel of his choice. The
Town Attorney may require, as a condition to payment of the fees and expenses of such
representation, that appropriate groups of such employees be represented by the same counsel. If
the employee or group of employees is entitled to representation by private counsel under the
provisions of this section, the Town Attorney shall so certify to the Town Board. Reasonable
attorney's fees and litigation expenses shall be paid by the Town to such private counsel from time
to time during the pendency of the civil action or proceeding, subject to certification that the
employee is entitled to representation under the terms and conditions of this section by the need of
the department, commission, division, office or agency in which such employee is employed and
upon the audit and warrant of the Town Accountant. Any dispute with respect to representation of
multiple employees by a single counsel or the amount of litigation expenses or the reasonableness
of attorney's fees shall be resolved by the court upon motion or by way of a special proceeding.'

C. Where the employee delivers process and a request for a defense to the Town Attorney or
the Town Supervisor, as required by § 11-3 of this chapter, the Town Attorney or Town Supervisor,
as the case may be, shall take the necessary steps, including the retention of an attorney under the
terms and conditions provided in Subsection B of this section, on behalf of the employee to avoid
entry of a default judgment, pending resolution of any question relating to the obligation of the town
to provide for a defense.

" Edition’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch.1, General Provisions,
Atrticle I).



§ 11-3. Conditions.

The duties to defend provided in this chapter shall be contingent upon delivery to the Town
Supervisor and if appointed , the Town Attorney or his assistant, at his office by the employee the
original or a copy of any summons, complaint, process, notice, demand or pleading within five (5)
days after he is served with such document and the full cooperation of the employee in the defense
of such action or proceeding and defense of any action or proceeding against the town based upon
the same act or omission and in the prosecution of any appeal. Such delivery shall be deemed a
request by the employee that the town provide for his defense pursuant to this chapter, unless the
employee shall state in writing that a defense is not requested.

§ 11-4. Limitation of applicability.

The benefits of this chapter will inure only to employees as defined herein and shall not
enlarge or diminish the rights of any other party, nor shall any provision of this chapter be construed
to affect, alter or repeal any provisions of the Worker's Compensation Law.

§ 11-5. Extension of benefits to certain employees restricted.

The benefits of this chapter shall be extended to an employee of a negotiating unit for which

an agreement has been negotiated pursuant to Civil Service Law, Article 14, only if such agreement
expressly so provides
§ 11-6. Extension to members of Industrial Development Agency authorized.
The benefits of this chapter shall be extended to members of the Town of Patterson, Putnam County,
New York, Industrial Development Agency, whose members are not compensated for their work.
§ 11-7. Extension to members of Housing Authority authorized. [Added 3-13-1996 by L.L. No.
2-1996]

The benefits of this chapter shall be extended to members of the Town of Patterson, Putnam
County, New York, Housing Authority, whose members are not compensated for their work.

§ 11-8. Effect on insurers.

The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to impair, alter, limit or modify the
rights and obligations of any insurer under any policy of insurance.
§ 11-9. Construal of provisions.

As otherwise specifically provided in this chapter, the provisions of this chapter shall not be
construed in any way to impair, alter, limit, modify, abrogate or restrict any immunity available to
or conferred upon any unit, entity, officer or employee of the town or any right to defense provided

for any governmental officer or employee by, in accordance with or by reason of any other provision
of state or federal statutory or common law.



§ 11-10. Effect on pending proceedings.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all actions and proceedings specified herein
which have been commenced, instituted or brought on or after the effective date of this chapter.

§ 11-11. Indemnification of Town employees.

A. The Town shall indemnify and save harmless its employees in the amount of any judgement
obtained against such employees in any state or federal court, or in the amount of any settlement of
a claim, provided that the act of omission from which such judgement or settlement arose occurred
while the employee was acting within the scope of his public employment or duties; the duty to
indemnify and save harmless prescribed by this subsection shall not arise where the injury or
damage resulted from intentional wrongdoing or recklessness on the part of the employee.

B. An employee represented by private counsel shall cause to be submitted to the Town Board
any proposed settlement which may be subject to indemnification by the Town and if not
inconsistent with the provisions of this section the Board shall certify such settlement and submit
such settlement and certification to the Town Attorney. The Attorney shall review such proposed
settlement as to form and amount and shall give his approval if in his judgement the settlement is
in the best interest of the Town. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to authorize the Town
to indemnify or save harmless an employee with respect to a settlement not so reviewed and
approved by the Town Attorney.

C. Upon entry of a final judgement against the employee, or upon the settlement of the claim,
the employee shall cause to be served a copy of such judgement or settlement personally or by
certified or registered mail within 30 days of he date of entry or settlement upon the Board; and if
not inconsistent with the provisions of this section such judgement or settlement shall be certified
for payment by such Board. If the Attorney concurs in such certification the judgement or settlement
shall be paid upon the audit and warrant of the Town Accountant.

§ 11-12. Limitations on indemnification.?

Nothing in this chapter shall authorize the Town to indemnify or save harmless an employee
with respect to punitive or exemplary damages, fines or penalties, or money recovered from an
employee pursuant to §51 or the General Municipal Law; provided, however, that the Town shall
indemnify and save harmless its employees in the amount of any costs, attorneys fees, damages,
fines or penalties which may be imposed by reason of an adjudication that an employee, acting
within the scope of his public employment or duties, has, without willfulness or intent on his part,
violated a prior order, judgment, consent decree or stipulation of settlement entered in any court of
this state or of the United States.

? Edition’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch.1, General Provisions,
Atrticle I).

* Edition’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch.1, General Provisions,
Atrticle I).



§ 11-13. Cooperation of employee required.*

The duty to defend or indemnify and save harmless provided by this chapter shall be
conditioned upon delivery to the Town Attorney, or his assistant, at his office, by the employee of
the original or a copy of any summons, complaint, process, notice, demand or pleadings within five
days after he is served with such documents; and the full cooperation of the employee in the defense
of such action or proceeding and in defense of any action or proceeding against the Town based
upon the same act or omission, and in the prosecution of any appeal. Such delivery shall be deemed
a request by the employee that the Town provide defense pursuant to the chapter.

§ 11-14. Payment of judgements or claims.’

Upon entry of a final judgement against the employee, or upon the settlement of the claim,
the employee shall serve a copy of such judgement or settlement, personally or by certified or
registered mail within 30 days of the date of entry or settlement, upon the Town Board; and if not
inconsistent with the provision of this Chapter, the amount of such judgement or settlement shall
be paid by the Town.

* Edition’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch.1, General Provisions,
Atrticle I).

’Edition’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch.1, General Provisions,
Atrticle I).



Chapter 14

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

§ 14-1. Legislative intent.
§ 14-2. Establishment of Commission.
§ 14-3. Membership; vacancies.
§ 14-4. Officers; rules of procedure.
§ 14-5. Powers and duties.
§ 14-6. Reports.
§ 14-7. Compensation and reimbursement of expenses budget.
§ 14-8. Interpretation.
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 6-12-74 as L.L. No. 1-
1974, effective 7-1-74. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where
applicable.]
GENERAL REFERENCES
Dumps and dumping - See Ch. 79
Flood damage prevention - See Ch. 91
Soil Erosion and sediment control - See Ch. 133

Subdivision - See Ch. 138
Zoning - See Ch. 154



§ 14-1. Legislative intent.

The preservation and improvement of the quality of the natural and man-made environment
within the Town of Patterson, in the face of population growth, urbanization and technologic change
with their accompanying demands on natural resources, are found to be of increasing and vital
importance to the health, welfare and economic well-being of present and future inhabitants and
require forthright action by the governing body of the Town of Patterson. It is recognized that the
biologic integrity of the natural environment on which man is dependent for survival and the natural
and functional beauty of our surroundings which condition the quality of our life experience cannot
be protected without the full cooperation and participation of all the people of the town working in
partnership with local and state officials and with various public and private institutions, agencies
and organizations. Establishment of a commission for conservation of the environment is a
necessary step in fostering unified action on environmental problems.

§ 14-2. Establishment of Commission. [Amended 2-8-89 by L.L No. 3-1989]

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson hereby creates a commission which shall be
known as the “Environmental Conservation Commission of the Town of Patterson,” hereinafter
called the “Commission.”

§ 14-3. Membership; vacancies. [Amended 12-29-77 by L.L. No. 5-1977]

A. The Commission shall consist of seven (7) members, of which seven (7) shall be appointed
by the Town Board and who shall serve at the pleasure of the Town Board for a period of two (2)
years or as otherwise provided herein, with such terms to expire on December 31 of such year. Of
the members first appointed to the Commission, three (3) shall hold the office for a term of one (1)
year and four (4) shall hold the office for a term of two (2) years from and after their appointment.
Their successors shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years from and after the expiration of the
terms of their predecessors in office. Persons residing within the Town of Patterson who are
interested in improvement and preservation of the environmental quality shall be eligible for
appointment as members of the Commission; however, no more than two (2) members of the
Commission may be between the ages of sixteen (16) years of age and twenty-one (21) years of age.
It is the intention of the Town Board to encourage membership and representation on this
Commission among the youth of our community.

B. Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment,
except that a vacancy occurring other than by the expiration of a term of office shall be filled only
for the remainder of the unexpired term of office.

§ 14-4 Officers; rules of procedure.

The Town Board shall designate a member of the Commission to act as Chairman thereof.
At the first meeting of the Commission, its members shall elect from among themselves a Recording
Secretary. The Commission shall adopt rules and procedures for its meetings. It shall keep accurate
records of its meetings and activities and shall file a semiannual report as provided in § 14-6.
§ 14-5. Powers and duties.

The powers and duties of the Commission shall be to:
A. Advise the Town Board on matters affecting the preservation, development and use of the

natural and man-made features and conditions of the Town of Patterson insofar as beauty, quality,
biologic integrity and other environmental factors are concerned and, in the case of man's activities



and developments, with regard to any major threats posed to environmental quality, so as to enhance
the long-range value of the environment to the people of the town.

B. Develop and, after receiving general approval by resolution of the Town Board, conduct a
program of public information in the community which shall be designed to foster increased
understanding of the nature of environmental problems and issues and support for their solutions.

C. Conduct studies, surveys and inventories of the natural and man-made features within the
Town of Patterson and such other studies and surveys as may be necessary to carry out the general
purposes of this chapter.

D. Maintain an up-to-date inventory or index of all open spaces in public or private ownership
within the municipality, including but not limited to natural landmarks, glacial and other geomorphic
or physiographic features; streams and their floodplains, swamps, marshlands and other wetlands;
unique biotic communities; scenic and. other open areas of natural or ecological value; and of the
ownership, present use and proposed use of such open areas, so as to provide a base of information
for recommendations by the Commission for their preservation and/or use.

E. Seek to coordinate, assist and unify the efforts of private groups, institutions and individuals
within the Town of Patterson in accord with the purposes of this chapter.

F. Maintain liaison and communications with public and private agencies and organizations of
local, state and national scope whose programs and activities have an impact on the quality of the
environment or who can be of assistance to the Commission.

G. Working in cooperation with the Planning Board, recommend from time to time to the Town
Board features, plans and programs relating to environmental improvement for inclusion in the
Comprehensive Plan of the Town of Patterson and, similarly, recommend to the Town Board
appropriate and desirable changes in existing local laws and ordinances relating to environmental
control or recommend new local laws and ordinances.'

H. Prepare, print and distribute books, maps, charts and pamphlets in accord with the purposes
of this chapter.

L. Obtain and maintain in orderly fashion maps, reports, books and other publications to
support the necessary researches of the Commission into local environmental conditions.

J. When authorized by resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Patterson, accept by gift,
grant, devise, bequest or otherwise property, both real and personal, in the name of the Town of
Patterson, as may be necessary to conserve and otherwise properly utilize open spaces and other land
and water resources within the boundaries of the Town of Patterson. Such real property may be
accepted in fee for land and water rights, or as any lesser interest, development right, easement,
including conservation easement, covenant or other contractual right, including conveyance with
limitations or reversions.

K. Carry out such other duties as may be assigned from time to time by the Town Board.

§ 14-6. Reports.

The Commission shall submit a semiannual report to the Town Board not later than the first
day of April and October of each year, concerning the activities and work of the Commission, and

" Edition’s Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch.1, General Provisions,
Atrticle I).



from time to time shall submit such reports and recommendations as may be necessary to fulfill the
purposes of this chapter.

§ 14-7. Compensation and reimbursement of expenses; budget. [Amended 12-30-1991 by LL
No. 8-1991]

The Town Board may, by resolution, provide for compensation to be paid to the Chairman
and/or other members of the Commission. The members of the Commission shall be reimbursed
for expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties within the
appropriations made available therefor. The Commission shall submit an annual proposed budget
request in the manner prescribed by the Town Board.

§ 14-8. Interpretation.

This chapter shall be deemed an exercise of the powers of the Town of Patterson to preserve
and improve the quality of the natural and man-made environment on behalf of the present and
future inhabitants thereof. This chapter is not intended and shall not be deemed to impair the powers
of any other public corporation.



Chapter 17
CODE OF ETHICS

§ 17-1. Purpose; Declaration of policy

§ 17-2. Definitions.

§ 17-3. Standards of conduct.

§17-4. Eligibility for appointment to boards.
§ 17-5. Establishment of Board of Ethics.

§ 17-6. Powers and duties of Board.

§17-7. Penalties for offenses.

§17-8. Distribution of code.

§ 17-9. Word Usage

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 9-26-2012 by L.L No. 6-
2012." Amendments noted where applicable.]

1. Editor’s Note: This local law supersede former Ch. 17, Ethics, Code of, Which comprised Art. ! Standards of conduct, adopted 12-22-1970
bt L.L. No. 1-1970; readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005; and Art. I, Board of Ethics, adopted 12-22-1970; readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L.
No. 9-2005.



§ 17-1. Purpose; Declaration of policy.

The proper operation of the Town government requires that its officers and employees be
independent, impartial and responsible to the people; that government decisions and policy be made
in the proper channels of the governmental structure; that public office not be used for personal gain;
that public officers and employees observe in their official acts the highest standards of ethics and
discharge faithfully the duties of their public office regardless of personal consideration; and that
the public have confidence in the integrity of its government and the officers and employees thereof.

It is the policy of the Town of Patterson and the purpose of this chapter to establish standards
and guidelines for ethical conduct of officers and employees. Though assurance of such conduct will
continue to rest primarily on personal integrity and community vigilance, the establishment of
standards is another step toward providing the highest integrity of public administration for the
Town and ensuring that government decisions are made impartially and free of conflict of interests,
thereby increasing confidence in public officials. It is also the purpose of this chapter to protect
officials and employees from unwarranted assaults on their integrity by separating real conflict from
the inconsequential, recognizing that for local government to attract and hold competent
administrators, public service must not require a complete divesting of all proprietary interests. In
recognition of these goals, there is hereby established a Code of Ethics for all officers and for all
employees of the Town of Patterson. In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this code
and provisions of Article 18 of the General Municipal Law, the latter shall control.

§ 17-2. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
BOARD OF ETHICS - The Board of Ethics as may be created under this chapter.

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION - Any information, proprietary or otherwise, which by law, rule
or regulation, or by agreement, is not available to the public.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST - When a Town official or employee uses, or receives an application,
petition, request or invitation to act in, his official office or position for the purpose of obtaining a
pecuniary and/or other benefit for himself, or any other person to the detriment, or potential
detriment, of the interests of the Town.

CONTRACT - Any claim, account or demand against or agreement with the Town, express or
implied.

INTEREST -

A. A participation, connection or involvement of any sort, whether direct or indirect,
pecuniary or non-pecuniary, which may result in a benefit, of whatever type or nature. For
the purposes of this chapter, the interests of a Town official or employee shall be deemed
to include the interests of:

(1) His spouse, domestic partner or children.

(2) Any person with whom he has a substantial debtor-creditor or other financial
relationship.

3) Any person by whom he is employed or of which he is an officer, director,
stockholder or member.

(4) Any person, other than an individual, of which the stock or other legal or
beneficial ownership is owned by him; provided, however;



B. For the purpose of this chapter, a Town officer or employee shall also be deemed to
have an interest in a matter if he or any person described in Subsection A(1) through (4)
above is a party to an agreement, expressed or implied, with any applicant before any board
of the Town, whereby he may receive any payment or other benefit, whether or not for
services rendered, dependent or contingent upon the favorable approval of any such
application, petition or request by any Town Body.

OFFICIAL ACT OR ACTION - Any legislative, administrative, quasi-judicial, appointive or
discretionary act of a Town officer or employee or a Town Body.

PERSON - Any individual, firm, sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, limited liability
company, limited liability partnership, association, venture, individual appointed to and acting in
a representative or fiduciary capacity, estate, trust or other entity.

TOWN - The Town of Patterson.

TOWN BODY - The Town of Patterson or any board, commission, district, council or other agency,
department or unit thereof.

TOWN OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE - Any officer or employee of the Town, whether full- or
part-time and whether or not compensated for his services, including members of any Town body.
No person shall be deemed to be an officer or employee solely by reason of being a volunteer
fireman or civil defense volunteer, except a Fire Chief or Assistant Fire Chief.

TRANSACTION - Any activity, application or proceeding which requires or may require an official
act or action of a Town Officer or Employee or a Town Body.

§ 17-3. Standards of conduct.

A. No Town Officer or Employee shall have any interest, financial or otherwise, direct or
indirect, or engage in any business or transaction or professional activity or incur any obligation of
any nature, which is in conflict with, or might reasonably tend to conflict with, the proper discharge
of his duties in the public interest. Any Town Officer or Employee who has a direct or indirect
financial or other private interest in any matter before any Town Body shall publicly disclose in
writing on the official record of such Town Body the nature and extent of such interest prior to
participating in the discussion or before making a recommendation or giving an opinion to such
Town Body on such matter.

B. No Town Officer or Employee shall represent private interests before any Town Body, nor
represent private interests in any action or proceeding against the interests of the Town or in any
litigation to which the Town is a party. The preceding sentence shall not preclude any such Town
Officers or Employees from appearing in the performance of public or civic obligations or on their
own behalf with respect to matters of a personal nature. All persons appearing parties before any
Town Body shall make a disclosure as provided under § 809 of Article 18 of the General Municipal
Law. Every application, petition or request submitted to a Town Body for any approval, license,
variance or permit pursuant to any provision of the Patterson Town Code or as otherwise authorized
by law in which a Town Officer or Employee has an interest as defined in this chapter shall state the
name, residence and the nature and extent of the interest of any Town Officer or Employee, in
connection with such application, petition or request.

C. No Town Officer or Employee shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, accept or receive any gift
having a value of $75 or more, whether in the form of money, services, loan, travel, entertainment,
hospitality, thing or promise or any other form, from any person, firm or corporation which is
interested directly or indirectly in any manner whatsoever in business dealings with the Town or
under circumstances in which it could reasonably be inferred that the gift was intended to influence



him or could reasonably be expected to influence him in the performance of his official duties or
was intended as a reward for any official action on his part. Nothing contained herein shall be
deemed to prohibit any Town Officer or Employee from borrowing money from any bank or banks
designated as depositories by the Town Board. The $75 limit applies to an aggregate total of gifts
made over a period of 12 months.

D. No Town Officer or Employee shall:

(1) Accept employment or engage in any business or professional activity which will
require him to disclose confidential information gathered in connection with the performance
of his duties in his capacity as a Town Officer or Employee.

(2) Disclose any confidential information or use confidential information gathered in
connection with the performance of his duties in his capacity as a Town Officer or Employee
to further his personal interests or the personal interests of others.

E. No Town officer, employee or appointee shall invest or hold any investment, directly or
indirectly, in any ﬁnanc1al business, commercial or other private transaction which he has reason
to believe may be directly involved in decisions to be made by him or which will otherwise create
a conflict between his public duty and his private interest.

F. No Town Officer or Employee shall take official action upon any application, petition,
transaction, contract or questions in which he or any member of his immediate family has an
interest, and shall recuse himself from any discussion, vote or decision on any such matter. This
provision shall not preclude such Town Officer or Employee from participation in any public
hearing or discussion on such a matter provided that (i) he removes himself from the dais at which
the Town Officers or Employees sit in consideration of such matter; and (ii) states clearly for the
record that he is commenting on such matter in his individual capacity only.

G. No Town Officer or Employee, whether paid or unpaid, shall engage in or accept private
employment, render services for private interests, or enter into contracts when such employment,
service, or contract is in conflict with the proper discharge of his official duties.

H. No Town Officer or Employee shall accept employment by any person with whom or which
he, or his department, office or agency is engaged with on behalf of the Town in the transaction of
business which is or may be affected by his official action. The provisions herein shall be limited
to a period of one (1) year for any Town Officer or Employee after termination of service or
employment. No Town Officer or Employee shall, after the termination of service or employment
with the Town, appear before any Town Body in relation to any case, proceeding or application in
which he personally participated during the period of his service or employment or which was under
his active consideration.

L. No Town Officer or Employee shall use or attempt to use his official position to secure
unwarranted privileges or exemptions for himself or others, or grant any special consideration,
treatment or advantage to any citizens beyond that which is available to every other citizen.

J. No Town Officer or Employee shall, by his conduct, give reasonable basis for the impression
that any person can unduly influence him, or improperly enjoy his favor in the performance of his
official duties, or that he is affected by the kinship, rank, position or influence of any party or
person.

K. No Town Officer or Employee shall direct or cause any Town Officer or Employee to do or
perform any service or work outside of the scope of his official duties or employment, or accept any
such service or work, nor shall any Town Officer or Employee offer to or perform any such service
or work for any person outside the scope of his official duties or employment.



L. No Town Officer or Employee shall request or permit the use of Town-owned vehicles,
equipment, materials or property for personal convenience or profit. When such vehicles, equipment,
materials or property are provided as Town policy and by order of the Town administration for the
use of such Town Officer or Employee, they may be used only in the conduct of official business.

M. No Town Officer or Employee shall directly solicit, accept or receive any contribution to or
for any political party or any candidate for public office including himself from any other Town
Officer or Employee or from any person which is interested, directly or indirectly, in any manner
whatsoever, in business dealings with the Town.

N. The Town Attorney or Town Counsel shall accept no employment from any person, firm,
partnership, corporation, municipality or other entity which will create a conflict of interest or the
appearance of a conflict of interest with the interests of the Town.

§ 17-4. Eligibility for appointment to boards.

A. Any person who holds an office or leadership position (defined as Chairman, President, Vice
Chairman, Vice President, Treasurer, Comptroller, Secretary or any other title or position of
authority whose duties include those commonly recognized as the duties of those official titles or
positions) in a political party, as defined in the Election Law of the State of New York, § 1-104,
Subdivision 3, specifically excluding official positions and titles of authority in political party
structures on the state or national level, shall not be eligible for appointment to the Planning Board,
the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Board of Assessment Review, the Environmental Conservation
Commission or the Board of Ethics of the Town of Patterson.

B. Any person who holds the chief executive position (defined as chairman, president or any
other title or position of authority whose duties include those commonly recognized as the duties
of those official titles or positions) in any organization, a purpose of which is to represent the
interests of a geographic area that is inclusive of part but not all of the Town of Patterson, shall not
be eligible for appointment to the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Board of
Assessment Review, the Environmental Conservation Commission or the Board of Ethics of the
Town of Patterson.

§ 17-5. Establishment of Board of Ethics. [Amended on 7/10/13 by Local Law No.4 of 2013]

A. The Town Board shall establish a Board of Ethics, pursuant to § 808 of Article 18 of the
General Municipal Law, to be composed of three (3) members, none of whom may be Town
Officers or Employees. The members of the Board of Ethics shall be appointed by the Town Board
to serve at the Town Board's pleasure and shall receive no salary or compensation for their services
as members of such Board. Should the Town Board not establish a Board of Ethics, the Town Board
may exercise and discharge all powers and duties of the Board of Ethics until such time as a Board
of Ethics is established under this section, and the term “Board of Ethics” as used herein shall be
read as the “Town Board” until such time as a Board of Ethics is duly established and constituted.

B. One alternate member of the Ethics Board shall be appointed by resolution of the Patterson
Town Board, for a term of one (1) year. The alternate member shall substitute for a member of the
Ethics Board when one of its members is unable to participate in an application or matter before the
Board.

(1) The alternate member shall possess all the powers and responsibilities of such
member of the Ethics Board. Such designation shall be entered into the minutes of the initial
Ethics Board meeting at which the substitution is made.

(2) All provisions of this section, and state law relating to an Ethics Board member’s
eligibility, vacancy in office, removal, compatibility of office and service on other boards,



as well as any provisions of a local law relating to training, continuing education,
compensation and attendance, shall also apply to alternate members.

3) When appointed by the Town Board, the alternate member may sit as a non-voting
member through all proceedings of the Ethics Board.

§ 17-6. Powers and duties of Board.

A. The Board of Ethics shall have the powers and duties prescribed by Article 18 of the General
Municipal Law and shall render advisory opinions to the Town Officers and Employees, pursuant
to a written request, with respect to Article 18 of the General Municipal Law.

B. The Board of Ethics shall render advisory opinions to Town Officers and Employees with
respect to this code pursuant to a written request by a Town Officer or Employee. In no event shall
the identity of the Town Officer or Employee requesting such an opinion be disclosed.

C. An advisory opinion regarding this Code of Ethics shall be provided to the person requesting
same. Opinions shall be forwarded by the Board of Ethics to the Town Supervisor and Town
Councilpersons following the rendering of such opinion.

D. In addition to the other powers and duties granted to the Board of Ethics, the Board shall
have the authority to receive from any person a written complaint questioning the compliance of any
Town Officer or Employee with the provisions of this article. The Board of Ethics may prescribe
a form for such complaint. The Board of Ethics may on its own motion conduct an inquiry of a
Town Officer’s or Employee's alleged noncompliance with the provisions of the Code of Ethics
upon receipt of substantial, reliable evidence, including, but not limited to, documents, written
material, or other forms of proof. The Board of Ethics shall also have the power to initiate
complaints as a result of information discovered during the course of its duties.

E. The Board of Ethics shall have the authority to take testimony under oath under possible
penalties of perjury.

F. The Board of Ethics may promulgate its own rules and regulations as to its forms and
procedures and shall maintain appropriate records of its opinions and proceedings in compliance
with state statute. All such rules and regulations shall be in compliance with applicable state statutes,
shall guarantee due process and shall be reviewed and approved by the Town Counsel. The
procedure for receipt and investigation of complaints shall be as follows:

(1) The written complaint must be signed, must include the individual complainant's
address, telephone number and electronic mail address, and set forth reasonable detail and
documentation, if any, of the facts alleged to constitute the violation(s).

(2) The written complaint shall be filed with the Board of Ethics. Upon receipt of said
complaint, the Board of Ethics shall acknowledge receipt to the complainant and forward the
complaint simultaneously to the Town Officer or Employee who is the subject of the
complaint; the Town Counsel and the Town Clerk. In the event that a Board of Ethics has
been created and duly constituted, the complaint shall also be forwarded to the Town Board.

3) The Board of Ethics shall then conduct a preliminary analysis of the complaint and
determine in writing whether there is probable cause for the complaint. In the event that the
Board of Ethics finds no probable cause to support the allegations in the complaint, the
complaint shall be dismissed by the Board of Ethics sua sponte. The Board of Ethics shall
then notify the complainant, the Town Officer or Employee who is the subject of the
complaint and the Town Board of the disposition of the complaint.



G.

(4) In the event that the Board of Ethics should find probable cause for the complaint,
the Board of Ethics shall forward to the Town Board a copy of its probable cause decision
together with any information and documentation acquired by the Board of Ethics regarding
the complaint.

(%) The Board of Ethics shall then conduct an investigation and hearing on said
complaint.

(6) Upon the request of a majority vote of the total voting membership of the Board of
Ethics, the Board of Ethics may issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of necessary
witnesses and the production of documents and other materials pertinent to the investigation.
The Town Counsel will assist the Board of Ethics in the preparation and issuance of
subpoena(s).

(7) The Town Officer or Employee who is the subject of the complaint shall have the
right to notice of and to be present at all deliberations of the Board of Ethics and be
represented by counsel at any required appearance before the Board of Ethics.

(8) A copy of the transcript of the testimony of the Town Officer or Employee who is
the subject of the complaint shall be provided to the Town Officer or Employee at his cost
and expense.

9) The Board of Ethics may require a written, sworn response from the Town Officer
or Employee who is the subject of the complaint in lieu of an appearance before the Board
of Ethics.

(10)  After the complaint has been filed and prior to any investigation undertaken of a
complaint before the Board of Ethics, no member of the Board of Ethics or any of the
Board's authorized agents may communicate directly or indirectly with any party or other
persons about any issue of fact or law regarding the complaint, except that:

(a) The members of the Board of Ethics may obtain legal advice from the Town
Counsel or special counsel as the case may be;

(b) The members of the Board of Ethics may conduct private deliberations
regarding the complaint; and

(©) If any person attempts to influence a Board of Ethics member regarding the
pending complaint, the Board member shall report the substance of the
communication to the Board of Ethics at the next regular meeting of the Board of
Ethics.

(11) At the conclusion of its investigation and hearing on said complaint, the Board of
Ethics shall then furnish the complainant, the Town Officer or Employee who is subject of
the complaint and the Town Board with notice of the disposition of the complaint and its
recommendation for action made to the Town Board. The Town Board shall determine
whether to take, and the nature of, any official action on such recommendation within thirty
(30) days of receipt and shall, immediately following the taking of such action, make it,
including the recommendation of the Board of Ethics, public.

All actions, decisions and recommendations of the Board of Ethics shall be by majority vote

of the fully constituted Board of Ethics.

H.

The Town Board of Ethics shall have such other powers and duties as shall be provided by

or pursuant to Article 18 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York.



L. Except as otherwise provided herein, to the extent allowed by law, the Town Board of Ethics
shall be exempt from the Freedom of Information Law and from the Open Meetings Law.?

J. Discussions held in Executive Session shall remain confidential and will not be disclosed.

K. Except to the extent such records must be disclosed under the Freedom of Information Law
and except as provided in § 17-6F(11), the complaint, records and other proceedings related thereto
shall remain confidential.

L. The members of the Board of Ethics shall have the right to obtain opinions from qualified
people other than themselves, provided that the majority of the members of the Board of Ethics
agree with such a course of action and the names of the individuals involved in the complaint are
withheld.

§ 17-7. Penalties for offenses.

In addition to any penalty contained in any other provision of law, any violation of the
provisions of this Code of Ethics shall constitute cause for suspension or removal from Town office
or employment or such other disciplinary action as the Town Board may consider advisable after
any hearing required pursuant to law currently in effect.

§ 17-8. Distribution of code.

The Town Supervisor shall cause a copy of Article 18 of the General Municipal Law and this
Code of Ethics to be distributed to every Town Officer and Employee within twenty (20) days after
the effective date of this Chapter. Each Town Officer and Employee elected or appointed thereafter
shall be furnished a copy before entering upon the duties of his office or employment. Every Town
Officer or Employee shall sign a written receipt indicating receipt of said documents. Said original
receipts shall be filed in the Town Clerk's office and a photocopy shall be filed in the Town Officer's
or Employee's personnel folder and with the Board of Ethics.

§ 17-9. Word Usage.
The masculine number as used herein is for convenience only and shall be read as the

feminine or neuter gender whenever the context hereof requires and as necessary in order to give
full effect to the terms and provisions hereof.

2. Editor’s Note: See Arts.6 and 7 of the Public Officers Law.



Chapter 21
HEALTH INSURANCE
ARTICLE I
Payments in Lieu of Coverage
§ 21-1. Purpose.
§ 21-2. Definitions.
§ 21-3. Extension of benefits.
§ 21-4. Construal of provisions.
§ 21-5. Limitation on applicability.

§ 21-6. Extension of benefits to certain employees restricted.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson: Art. I, 6-10-1992 as L.LL
No. 3-1992. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]



ARTICLE I
Payments in Lieu of Coverage
[Adopted 6-10-1992 as LL. No. 3-1992]

§ 21-1. Purpose.

To provide an alternate or substitute fringe benefit to eligible employees of the town
otherwise entitled to receive health insurance coverage from the town, it has been determined to be
in the best interest of the town to offer annually to such eligible employees cash payments in lieu
of health insurance, subject, however, to law and prevailing contractual obligations of the Town.

§ 21-2. Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

EMPLOYEES - Any person holding a position by election, appointment or employment in the
service of the town, but shall not include a volunteer, any person not compensated for his services
or an independent contractor. The term "employee" shall include a former retired employee.

TOWN - The Town of Patterson, County of Putnam, State of New York.

21-3. Extension of benefits.

A. Upon compliance by the employee with the provisions of this Article and subject to all laws,
rules, regulations and contractual obligations of the town, the town shall provide to the town's
eligible employees, a cash payment in lieu of entitlement from the town of health insurance
coverage.

B. The cash payment in lieu of medical insurance shall represent an amount equal to fifty
percent (50%) of the total annual gross amount paid by the town of health insurance on behalf of
such employee. The Town Board may, by resolution, modify and change the annual cash payment
allocation for town employees, but in no event shall the annual cash payment in lieu of medical
insurance exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total annual gross amount paid for health insurance
coverage. Payment for credit of waived benefits accrued for the calendar year will be made in one
(1) payment at the end of the same year.

C. An eligible employee entitled to receive health insurance coverage as a benefit of his or her
employment shall deliver to the Personnel Department, each year, an original signed statement of
waiver of health insurance benefits from the town, for the current calendar year, on a form to be
provided by the town. Such delivery shall be deemed a request by the eligible employee that the
town not provide health insurance benefits for such employee for the then-current calendar year and
that such eligible employee opts instead to receive, at the end of such calendar year, a cash payment
in lieu of medical benefits. A town employee exercising such option shall receive credit for each
full calendar month of waived benefits for that calendar year. All credit shall terminate upon the
effective date of health insurance benefits if such employee reenters the health insurance program
provided by the town.

D. A town employee exercising the option to waive entitlement to health insurance coverage
and to receive a cash payment in lieu of medical insurance benefits may cancel such waiver at any
time during the calendar year by written notice delivered to the Personnel Department A town
employee canceling and terminating a waiver of health insurance by the town may make written
application to reenter the health insurance program provided by the town.



§ 21-4. Construal of provisions.

Insofar as the provisions of this Article are inconsistent with the provision of any other law
or contractual obligation of the town, the provisions of such other law, act or contractual obligation
shall be controlling.

§ 21-5. Limitation on applicability.

The benefits of this Article will inure only to employees as defined herein, or as otherwise
defined by the Town Board of the town as eligible and entitled to receive health insurance as a
benefit of employment and shall not enlarge or diminish the rights of any other party, nor shall any
provision of this Article be construed to affect, alter or repeal any provision of the Worker's
Compensation Law.

§ 21-6. Extension of benefits to certain employees restricted.
The benefits of this Article shall be extended to an employee of a negotiating unit for which

an agreement has been negotiated pursuant to Civil Service Law, only if such agreement expressly
so provides.



Chapter 23
INFORMATION, PRIVATE

Article I
Notice of Security Breaches

§ 23-1. Legislative intent.

§ 23-2. Definitions.

§ 23-3. Disclosure.

§ 23-4. Notification.

§ 23-5. Delay of notification for law enforcement purposes.
§ 23-6. Methods of notification.
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[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 3-22-2006 by L.L. No. 1-
2006]



Article |
Notice of Security Breaches
[Adopted 3-22-2006 by L.L. No. 1-2006]

§ 23-1. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the Legislature of the Town of Patterson to enact this Chapter 23 of the
Patterson Town Code in accordance with § 208, Subdivision 8, of the New York State Technology
Law, to establish the procedures to follow in order to protect the residents of the Town of Patterson
in the case in which a person without valid authorization has acquired private information from the
records of the Town of Patterson.

§ 23-2. Definitions.
As used in this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

BREACH OF SECURITY OF THE SYSTEM - Unauthorized acquisition or acquisition without
valid authorization of computerized data which compromises the security, confidentiality, or
integrity of personal information maintained by a municipal entity. Good faith acquisition of
personal information by an employee or agent of a municipal entity for the purposes of the agency
is not a breach of the security of the system, provided that the private information is not used or
subject to unauthorized disclosure. In determining whether information has been acquired, or is
reasonably believed to have been acquired, by an unauthorized person or a person without valid
authorization, such municipal entity may consider the following factors, among others:

A. Indications that the information is in the physical possession and control of an unauthorized
person, such as a lost or stolen computer or other device containing information; or

B. Indications that the information has been downloaded or copied; or

C. Indications that the information was used by an unauthorized person, such as fraudulent
accounts opened or instances of identity theft reported.

CONSUMER REPORTING AGENCY - Any person which, for monetary fees, dues, or on a
cooperative nonprofit basis, regularly engages in whole or in part in the practice of assembling or
evaluating consumer credit information or other information on consumers for the purpose of
furnishing consumer reports to third parties, and which uses any means or facility of interstate
commerce for the purpose of preparing or furnishing consumer reports. A list of consumer reporting
agencies shall be compiled by the Town of Patterson and furnished upon request to municipal
entities required to make a notification under §23-3 of this Chapter.

MUNICIPAL ENTITY - Any municipal board, bureau, division, committee, commission, council,
department, public authority, public benefit corporation, office or other governmental entity
performing a governmental or proprietary function for the Town of Patterson, except the judiciary.
PRIVATE INFORMATION --

A. Personal information in combination with any one or more of the following data elements,
when either the personal information or the data element is not encrypted or encrypted with an
encryption key that has also been acquired:

(1) social security number;

(2) driver's license number or non-driver identification card number; or

3) account number, credit or debit card number, in combination with any required



security code, access code, or password which would permit access to an individual's
financial account.

B. "Private information" does not include publicly available information that is lawfully made
available to the general public from federal, state, or local government records.

§ 23-3. Disclosure.

Any municipal entity of the Town of Patterson that owns or licenses computerized data that
includes private information shall disclose any breach of the security of the system following
discovery or notification of the breach in the security of the system to any resident of the Town of
Patterson whose private information was, or is reasonably believed to have been, acquired by a
person without valid authorization. The disclosure shall be made in the most expedient time possible
and without unreasonable delay, consistent with the legitimate needs of law enforcement, as
provided in subdivision 23-5 of this Chapter, or any measures necessary to determine the scope of
the breach and restore the reasonable integrity of the data system. The municipal entity shall
immediately take appropriate measures to determine the scope of the breach and restoration
measures.

§ 23-4. Notification.

Any municipal entity that maintains computerized data that includes private information
which such agency does not own shall notify the owner or licensee of the information of any breach
of the security of the system immediately following discovery, if the private information was, or is
reasonably believed to have been, acquired by a person without valid authorization.

§ 23-5. Delay of notification for law enforcement purposes.

The notification required by this section may be delayed if a law enforcement agency
determines that such notification impedes a criminal investigation. The notification required by this
section shall be made after such law enforcement agency determines that such notification does not
compromise such investigation.

§ 23-6. Methods of notification.

The notice required by this section shall be directly provided to the affected persons by one
of the following methods:

A. Written notice;

B. Electronic notice, provided that the person to whom notice is required has expressly
consented to receiving said notice in electronic form and a log of each such notification is kept by
the municipal entity who notifies affected persons in such form; provided further, however, that in
no case shall any person or business require a person to consent to accepting said notice in said form
as a condition of establishing any business relationship or engaging in any transaction;

C. Telephone notification provided that a log of each such notification is kept by the municipal
entity who notifies affected persons; or

D. Substitute notice, if a municipal entity demonstrates to the state attorney general that the cost
of providing notice would exceed two hundred fifty thousand dollars, or that the affected class of
subject persons to be notified exceeds five hundred thousand, or such agency does not have



sufficient contact information. Substitute notice shall consist of all of the following:

(1) e-mail notice when such municipal entity has an e-mail address for the subject
persons;

(2) conspicuous posting of the notice on such municipal entity's web site page, if such
agency maintains one; and

3) notification to major countywide media.

§ 23-7. Content of notification.

Regardless of the method by which notice is provided, such notice shall include contact
information for the municipal entity making the notification and a description of the categories of
information that were, or are reasonably believed to have been, acquired by a person without valid
authorization, including specification of which of the elements of personal information and private
information were, or are reasonably believed to have been, so acquired.

§ 23-8. Other required notifications.

A. In the event that any Town of Patterson residents are to be notified, the municipal entity shall
notify the state attorney general, the consumer protection board, and the state office of cyber security
and critical infrastructure coordination as to the timing, content and distribution of the notices and
approximate number of affected persons. Such notice shall be made without delaying notice to
affected Town of Patterson residents.

B. In the event that more than five thousand Town of Patterson residents are to be notified at
one time, the municipal entity shall also notify consumer reporting agencies as to the timing, content
and distribution of the notices and approximate number of affected persons. Such notice shall be
made without delaying notice to affected Town of Patterson residents.



Chapter 29
REAL PROPERTY TAX BILLS
§ 29-1. Insertion of noncommercial, informational material permitted.
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 8-26-2020 by L.L. No. 2-2020.
Amendments noted where applicable.]
§ 29-1 Insertion of noncommercial, informational material permitted.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any other federal, state or local law to the contrary, it shall

be permissible to insert noncommercial, informational materials in envelopes used to mail real
property tax bills to owners of real property situate within the Town of Patterson.



Chapter 35

RECORDS
ARTICLE I
Public Access

§ 35-1. Rules and regulations authorized.

§ 35-2. Records available for inspection.

§ 35-3. Location of records.

§ 354. Personnel in charge of records.

§ 35-5. Designation of fiscal officer.

§ 35-6. Procedure for procuring documents.

§ 35-7. Denial of access to records; appeals.

§ 35-8. Fees for copies.

§ 35-9. Authority to amend regulations.
ARTICLE II
Management

§ 35-10. Establishment of program; responsibility of government employees.

§ 35-11. Objectives.

§ 35-12. Officer.

§ 35-13. Powers and duties of RMO.

§ 35-14. Records Advisory Board.

§ 35-15. Custody.

§ 35-16. Recovery; actions of replevin.

§ 35-17. Disposal of records.

§ 35-18. Definitions.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson: Art. I, 9-8-1976 as L.L.
No. 3-1976; Art. 11, 8-12-1992 as L.L. No. 5-1992. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005)
Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE I



Public Access
[Adopted 9-8-1976 as LL No. 3-1976]

§ 35-1. Rules and regulations authorized.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson shall be authorized from time to time to
promulgate and publish such rules and regulations as it deems necessary to facilitate compliance
with Article 6 of the Public Officers Law, which said Article is commonly known as the "Freedom
of Information Law."

§ 35-2. Records available for inspection.

A. The Town Board of the Town of Patterson hereby designates, pursuant to the above-
mentioned rules and regulations, that the following records shall be available for public inspection
and copy, which records shall include the following information, and any additional records which
the Town Board may designate from time to time:

(1) Constable records, such as daily reports, arrests, accidents, complaints, blotter and
booking records and miscellaneous reports, to the extent that said records are not determined
by the Constables of the Town of Patterson to be of a confidential nature.

(2) Final opinions, including concurring and dissenting opinions, as well as orders
rendered by the Justice Court, the Assessors, the Planning Board, the Board of Zoning
Appeals and the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Patterson.

3) Any statements of policy and interpretation which have been adopted by the
Assessors, the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Town Clerk and the Code
Enforcement Officer of the Town of Patterson.

(4) The minutes of any meetings held by the Town Board, the Assessors, the Planning
Board, the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of
Patterson.

(%) Statistical or factual tabulations made by or for the Town of Patterson or any of its
departments by the Department of Audit and Control of the State of New York or any other
auditors.

(6) Fire records as they may pertain to or be of interest to any member of the public.

(7) Statistics and/or information pertaining to birth and death certificates and copies
thereof.

(8) Tax rolls, bills, water bills, assessments, budgets, payrolls, information pertaining
to town bonding indebtedness, town ordinances, local laws and accounts payable and
receivable of the Town of Patterson.

B. This article shall not apply to records that:

(1) Are specifically exempted from disclosure by state or federal statute;

(2) If disclosed would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, as defined
under Subdivision 2 of Public Officers Law §89 including:

(a) the disclosure of employment, medical or credit histories or personal
references of applicants for employment;



©)

(4)

©)

(6)
(7)

(8)

)

(b) the disclosure of items involving the medical or personal records of a client
or patient in a medical facility;

(©) the sale or release of lists of names and addresses if such lists would be used
for commercial or fund-raising purposes;

(d) the disclosure of information of a personal nature when disclosure would
result in economic or personal hardship to the subject party and such
information is not relevant to the work of the agency requesting or
maintaining it;

(e) disclosure of information of a personal nature reported in confidence to an
agency and not relevant to the ordinary work of such agency;

) information of a personal nature contained in a workers’ compensation
record, except as provided by § 110-a of the Workers” Compensation Law.

If disclosed would impair present or imminent contract awards or collective
bargaining negotiations;

Are trade secrets or are submitted to an agency by a commercial enterprise or
derived from information obtained from a commercial enterprise and which if
disclosed would cause substantial injury to the competitive position of the subject
enterprise;

Are compiled for law enforcement purposes and which, if disclosed would:

(a) Interfere with law enforcement investigations or judicial proceedings;

(b) Deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or impartial adjudication;

(©) Identify a confidential source or disclose confidential information relating to
a criminal investigation; or

(d) Reveal criminal investigative techniques or procedures, except routine
techniques and procedures;

If disclosed could endanger the life or safety of any person;
Are inter-agency or intra-agency materials which are not:
(a) Statistical or factual tabulations or data;

(b) Instructions to staff that affect the public;

(©) Final agency policy or determinations;

(d) External audits, including but not limited to audits performed by the
comptroller and the federal government; or

Are examination questions or answers which are requested prior to the final
administration of such questions.

If disclosed, would jeopardize an agency’s capacity to guarantee the security of its
information technology assets, such assets encompassing both electronic information
systems and infrastructures.



§ 35-3. Location of records.

The above-mentioned records, documents and information pertaining to the Town of Patterson may
presently be found in the following locations:

A. Vital statistics, birth and death certificates are on file in the office of the Town Clerk located
at the Town Hall, 1142 Route 311, Patterson, New York.

B. Fire Inspector records are in the custody of the Building Departement, Town Hall, 1142
Route 311, Patterson, New York.

C. Legal documents, actions pending for and against the Town of Patterson, contracts, deeds
and other miscellaneous legal documents are on file in the office of the Town Clerk located at the
Town Hall, 1142 Route 311, Patterson, New Y ork.

D. Decisions and opinions issued by the Town Justices of the Town of Patterson are on file in
the office of the Town Justices, Donald B. Smith Building, 1167 Route 311, Patterson, New York.

E. Tax information, tax rolls, exemptions, property transfers, grievances and disposition of
same are on file in the office of the Town Assessors and Tax Collector, Town Hall, 1142 Route 311,
Patterson, New York.

F. Planning Board information, zoning maps, records of recommendations to the Town Board
and other miscellaneous information pertaining to the Planning Board of the Town of Patterson are
on file in the Planning Department, Town Hall, 1142 Route 311, Patterson, New York.

G. Zoning appeals decisions of the Zoning Board of Appeals in regards to variances requested
are on file in the Planning Department, Town Hall, 1142 Route 311, Patterson, New York.

H. Other miscellaneous documents, maps, bills and assessments, tax rolls, water bill
assessments, budget records, minutes of the Town Board of the Town of Patterson, Zoning Board
of Appeals and Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals decisions, ordinances and local laws are
on file with the Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson, Town Hall, 1142 Route 311, Patterson, New
York.

L. Building and plumbing permits are on file with the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town
of Patterson, Town Hall, 1142 Routes 311, Patterson, New York.

J. Engineering diagrams, maps and other miscellaneous documents related to the Town
Highway system are on file in the office of the Town Superintendent of Highways, Town Garage,
281 Cornwall Hill Road, Patterson, New York.

§35-4. Personnel in charge of records.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson is responsible for ensuring compliance with the
regulations herein and designates the following persons as records access officers: Town Clerk and
Deputy Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson, Town Hall, P.O. Box 470, 1142 Route 311, Patterson,
New York. They shall be in charge of all records and documents presently belonging to the Town
of Patterson and may from time to time arrange for the acquisition of copies of said documents from
the chairmen or department heads who are responsible for the custody and daily use of said
documents.



§ 35-5. Designation of fiscal officer.

A. The Supervisor of the Town of Patterson, P.O. Box 470, 1142 Route 311, Patterson, New
York, is designated the fiscal officer, who shall certify the payroll and respond to requests, in
accordance with § 35-6, for an itemized record setting forth the name, address, title and salary of
every officer or employee of the agency.

B. The fiscal officer shall make the payroll items listed above available to any person, including
bona fide members of the news media, as required under the Freedom of Information Law.

35-6. Procedure for procuring documents.

A. Any individual desiring to obtain a copy of any document or record belonging to the Town
of Patterson shall make written request for said document or record, specifically identifying the
document or record which he wishes to procure, to the Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding any recognized
legal holiday, or such other daily business hours as determined by the Town Clerk.

B. The individual requiring the information in question will then, where practicable, be referred
to the appropriate chairman or department head who has custody of the records which the individual
wishes to examine.

C. If, however, the individual desires copies of certain records, he shall so advise the Town
Clerk, who will procure the required copies for the individual in question, provided said copies do
not pertain to confidential information, and will assess the fee to the individual requesting the said
copies as said fee is set forth in § 35-8 below.

D. The above-mentioned photocopies or reproductions of any records presently owned by the
Town of Patterson shall be rendered to individuals requesting same, upon payment advance of the

fee set forth below, within a reasonable period of time after requesting said information from the
Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson.

§ 35-7. Denial of access to records.

A. Denial of access to records shall be in writing, stating the reason therefor and advising the
requester of the right to appeal to the individual or body established to hear appeals.

B. If requested records are not provided promptly, as required in § 35-6 of these regulations,
such failure shall also be deemed a denial of access.

C. The Patterson Town Board shall hear appeals from denial of access to records under the
Freedom of Information Law.

D. The time for deciding an appeal by the body designated to hear appeals shall commence
upon receipt of written appeal identifying :

(1) The date of the appeal.
(2) The date and location of the requests for records.
3) The records to which the requester was denied access.

(4) Whether the denial of access was in writing or was by failure to provide records
promptly, as required by Subsection B of this section.



(%) The name and return address of the requester.

E. The designated body to hear appeals shall inform the requester of its decision in writing
within seven (7) business days of receipt of an appeal.

F. A final denial of access to a requested record, as provided for in Subsection E of this section,
shall be subject to court review, as provided for in Article 78 of the Civil Practice Law and Rules.

§ 35-8. Fees for copies.

A. To the extent that an individual will require copies of the Town of Patterson ordinances,
zoning code, subdivision regulations or the like upon which there has been established a set fee, that
fee shall be charged to the individual in question upon the procurement of the desired ordinance or
regulation.

B. To the extent that the established fee has not been set for a copy of the local law, ordinances
or the like, the individual desiring the records in question shall pay to the Town Clerk well in
advance a sum as set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board for photocopies not to
exceed eight and one-half by fourteen (81/2 x 14) inches. The fee for copies of records other than
photocopies which are eight and one-half by fourteen (81/2 x 14) inches or less in size shall be the
actual copying costs.

§ 35-9. Authority to amend regulations.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson shall from time to time have the authority to
amend or modify the above-mentioned regulations, by resolution, by adding to the list of documents
covered by said regulations or by amending the regulations and charge fees applicable to

procurement of said documents, in a manner which the Town Board feels to be in the best interest
of the public in general.

ARTICLE II
Management
[Adopted 8-12-1992 as L.L. No. 5-1992]
§ 35-10. Establishment of program; responsibility of government employees.

A. There is hereby established for the Town of Patterson a records management program, which
shall be the continuing administrative function of the Town of Patterson.

B. It is the responsibility of all government employees to contribute to the accomplishment of
the program objectives and to cooperate with the Records Management Officer (RMO).
§ 35-11. Objectives.

The objectives of the Records Management Program shall be as follows:
A. To facilitate the creation of usable records containing accurate and complete information.
B. To save tax dollars through efficient administration of information resources.

C. To prevent the creation of unnecessary records.



D. To make recorded information available and readily accessible when needed, thereby
minimizing time spent searching for files and documents.

E. To ensure the systematic legal disposition of obsolete records.

F. To encourage the lasting survival of records identified as having sufficient legal,
administrative, fiscal or historical value to warrant their permanent retention as archival records.

§ 35-12. Officer.

There shall be arecords management program established under the aegis of the Town Board
and headed by a Records Management Officer (RMO). The RMO will be responsible for
administering the noncurrent and archival public records and storage areas for the County of Putnam
in accordance with local, state and federal laws and guidelines.

§ 35-13. Powers and duties of RMO.

The RMO shall have all the necessary powers to carry out the efficient administration,
determination of value, use, preservation storage and disposition of the noncurrent and archival
public records kept, filed or received by the offices and departments of the Town of Patterson.

A. The RMO shall continually survey and examine public records to recommend their
classification so as to determine the most suitable methods to be used for the maintaining, storing
and servicing of archival material:

(1) Obsolete and unnecessary records according to New York State Records Retention
and Disposition Schedules thereby subject to disposition;

(2) Information containing administrative, legal, fiscal, research, historical or
educational value which warrants its permanent retention; or

3) Records not subject to disposition according to state law.

B. The RMO shall establish guidelines for proper records management in any department or
agency of the Town of Patterson in accordance with local, state and federal laws and guidelines.

C. The RMO shall report annually to the Patterson Town Board on the powers and duties herein
mentioned, including but not limited to the cost/benefit ratio of programs effectuated by the
department.

D. The RMO shall operate a records management center for the storage, processing and
servicing of all noncurrent and archival records for all departments and agencies of the Town of
Patterson and may cooperate in the establishment and operation of a cooperative records
management center for the county and participating Putnam County towns.

E. The RMO shall establish a Patterson archives and perform the following functions:

(1) Advise and assist Town of Patterson departments in reviewing and selecting material
to be transferred to the Patterson archives for preservation.

(2) Continually survey and examine public records to determine the most suitable
methods to be used for the creating, maintaining, storing and servicing of archival materials.

3) Establish and maintain an adequate repository for the proper storage, conservation,



processing and servicing of archival records.

(4) Promulgate rules governing public access to and use of records in the archives,
subject to the approval of the Records Advisory Board.

(%) Develop a confidentiality policy for archival records designated confidential,
provided that such policy does not conflict with any federal or state statutes.

(6) Provide information services to other offices of the Town of Patterson.

(7) Collect archival materials which are not official records of the Town of Patterson but
which have associations] value to the County of Putnam or a close relationship to the
existing archival collection. Such collecting shall be subject to archive space, staff and cost
limitations and to the potential endangerment of such materials if they are not collected by
the archives.

(8) Develop a procedure whereby historically important records are to be identified at
the point of generation.

9) Serve as a member of the Putnam County Records Management Advisory Board in
the establishment and operation of a cooperative records storage facility for inactive records
of the county and participating towns and villages.

§ 35-14. Adyvisory Board.

There shall be a Records Advisory Board designated to work closely with and provide advice
to the RMO. The Board shall consist of the Supervisor and a member of the Town Board, the Town
Attorney, the Town Historian, the Town Finance Director or Comptroller and two (2) members of
the general public who have a demonstrated knowledge of records management, historical records
or Patterson history. The Board shall meet periodically and have the following duties:

A. To provide advice to the RMO on the development of the records management program.
B. To review the performance of the program on an ongoing basis and to propose changes and
improvements.

C. To review retention periods proposed by the RMO for records not covered by the state

archives' schedules.

D. To provide advice on the appraisal of records for archival value and to be the final sign-off
entity as to what is or is not archival.

§ 35-15. Custody.

A. The Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson is the legal custodian of its records and shall retain
custody of records deposited in the records center. Records transferred to or acquired by the
archives shall be under the custody and control of the archives rather than the department which
created or held them immediately prior to their being transferred to the archives.

B. Records shall be transferred to the archives upon the recommendation of the RMO, with the
approval of the head of the department which created or held the records and the approval of the
Records Advisory Board.

C. Records may be permanently removed from the archives at the request of the RMO or the



Town Clerk who had custody of the records immediately prior to the transfer of these records to the
archives, subject to the approval of the Records Advisory Board.

§ 35-16. Recovery; actions of replevin.

The Town Attorney may take steps to recover local government records which have been
alienated from proper custody and may, when necessary, institute actions of replevin.

§ 35-17. Disposal of records.

No records shall be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by a department of the Town of
Patterson unless approval has been obtained from the RMO. No records shall be destroyed or
otherwise disposed of by the RMO without the express written consent of the department head
having authority.

§ 35-18. Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ARCHIVES - Those official records which have been determined by the officer and advisory
committee to have sufficient historical or other value to warrant their continued preservation by the
local government.

RECORDS - Any documents, books, papers, photographs, sound recordings, microforms or any
other materials, regardless of physical form or characteristics, made or received pursuant to law or
ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official town business.

RECORDS CENTER - An establishment maintained by the Town of Patterson or cooperatively by
the County of Putnam and participating towns primarily for the storage, servicing, security and
processing of records which must be preserved for varying periods of time and need not be retained
in office equipment or space.

RECORDS DISPOSITION:

A. The removal by the Town of Patterson, in accordance with approved records control
schedules, of records no longer necessary for the conduct of business by such agency
through removal methods which may include:

(1) The disposal of temporary records by destruction or donation; or
(2) The transfer of records to the record center/archives for temporary storage of inactive
records and permanent storage of records determined to have historical or other sufficient
value warranting continued preservation.
B. The transfer of records from one town agency to any other town agency.
RECORDS MANAGEMENT - The planning, controlling, directing, organizing, training, promotion
and other managerial use and records disposition, including records preservation, records disposal

and records centers or other storage facilities.

SERVICING - Making information in records available to any town agency for official use or to the
public.
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Chapter 43

ALARMS

§ 43-1. Definitions.
§ 43-2. False alarms; fines; issuance of appearance tickets.
§ 43-3. Notification of owner; owner to respond.

43-4. Testing.

g

§ 43-5. List of responsible persons.
§ 43-6. Town Liability.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 8-22-2001 by L.L. No. 4-
2001%.; amended in its entirety 5-22-2002 by L.L. No. 2-2002.(readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No.
9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]|

GENERAL REFERENCES

Building construction and fire prevention — See Ch. 64.

2 Editor's Note: This local law was adopted as Chapter 3 but was renumbered to place it in
the General Legislation part of the Code.



§ 43-1. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated:

FALSE ALARM - Any signal actuated by a police or fire alarm device, devices or system of police
or fire alarm devices which is not the result of a natural disaster, act or God, a criminal act, fire or
other emergency requiring police or fire response. The term “false alarm” shall include human error
and equipment malfunction causing the alarm to be activated, except when the owner or lessee of
such equipment has telephoned or otherwise informed the Police Department of a possible “false
alarm” to shortly ensue, resulting from equipment servicing, opening and/or closing the
establishment or residence, or similar activity,

§ 43-2. False alarms; fines; issuance of appearance tickets.

A. The transmission of more than two false alarm signals within any twelve-month period shall
make the owner subject to a fine of not less than $100 for the first offense, $200 for the second
offense and $300 for the third and any subsequent offenses. Fines are to be levied against the owner
of the property from which said alarm emitted, whether the alarm was caused by human error or
malfunction of equipment, except such penalty shall not apply to false alarms intentionally initiated
by a person or a condition not under the control or supervision of the property owner or
representative.

B. If the Fire Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer or the Fire Chiefs of the fire district in which
the premises is located investigates and determines that the alarm system is malfunctioning, false
in nature, causes a dangerous situation for the men and equipment of any fire district, and no valid
attempt has been made to correct the problem, the system shall be ordered disconnected, constitution
a violation. The Fire Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer may issue an appearance ticket(s) for the
violator(s) to appear in Patterson Town Court to answer the charges. The system shall not be
reconnected until the system is deemed to be in proper operating condition by a qualified installer
submitting a certificate so stating to the Fire Inspector or Code Enforcement Officer and Fire Chief
of the appropriate fire district.

§ 43-3. Notification of owner; owner to respond.

Each and every fire alarm system which terminates in any manner at any alarm company or
at the central station (facility responsible for monitoring such alarm system) must have the capability
to provide notification to the owner or a designated representative of the subject premises, and such
owner or representative must immediately report to the scene of the alarm.

§ 43-4. Testing.

There shall be no testing of emergency fire alarms which would normally summon the
appropriate fire company unless such test is first cleared, verified and authorized by all entities and
or agencies where such alarm terminates, including but not limited to the volunteer Fire Department
servicing the property and the Fire Control Center (Putnam County 911).

§ 43-5. List of responsible persons.

The owner of each property which contains an emergency fire alarm as herein set forth must
provide the Town Fire Inspector, the Code Enforcement Officer and the Fire Control Center
(Putnam County 911) with a list of three people, their addresses and telephone numbers, who may
be contacted in the event that an alarm is received, who will be able to grant access to the subject



premises.

§ 43-6. Town Liability.

A. The Town of Patterson or the volunteer fire Department serving the call shall not be liable
for any defects in operation of emergency fire alarm systems nor for failure to respond appropriately
nor for any erroneous response pursuant to the provisions of this chapter with respect to the
installation, operation and maintenance of equipment, the transmission of alarm systems or
messages or the relaying of such systems or messages.

B. In the event that the Town of Patterson or the appropriate Fire Department finds it necessary
to disconnect any signaling device, said Town of Patterson and/or said appropriate fire Department
shall incur no liability therefrom.



Chapter 44

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, CONSUMPTION
BY MINORS ON PRIVATE PREMISES

ARTICLE I
Consumption by Minors on Private Premises

§44-1. Legislative intent.

§44-2. Definitions.

44-3. Hosting, suffering, permitting, organizing, allowing a party, gathering or event on
( g g Pp tting, org g, g a party, g g
private property where minors are consuming alcoholic beverages.

§44-4. Penalties for offenses.
§44-5. Reservation of legal options.
§44-6. Severability.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 8-09-2006 by L.L. No. 6-
2006]



ARTICLE I
Consumption by Minors on Private Premises

§44-1. Legislative intent.

The Town of Patterson finds that parties on private property where alcohol is consumed by
minors is harmful to the minors themselves and to the communities where such parties are held.
Police ability to abate gatherings and fine the host of the party where alcohol is being consumed by
minors on private property will result in a decrease in abuse of alcohol by minors, and resulting
physical altercations and injuries, neighborhood vandalism, and excess noise disturbance, thereby
improving the public safety in the community. Parties, gatherings and events on private property
where minors are consuming alcohol are determined to be a threat to the peace, health, safety and
welfare of the Town of Patterson. Further, police response to such parties, gatherings or events
causes a drain of manpower and resources and in some cases, may leave other areas of the Town
with inadequate police protection. Accordingly, the Town of Patterson enacts this Chapter 44 of the
Patterson Town Code in order to protect the peace, health, safety and welfare of the Town of
Patterson and the residents thereof; to enforce laws prohibiting the consumption of alcohol by
minors; and to prohibit the hosting of parties or other events in which minors are consuming alcohol.

§44-2. Definitions.
For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply:

ALCOHOL - Ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl or spirit of wine from whatever source or by
whatever processes produced.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE - Alcohol, spirits, liquor, wine, beer, cider and every liquid or solid,
patented or not, containing alcohol, spirits, wine or beer and capable of being consumed by a human
being; except that confectionary containing alcohol as provided by subdivision twelve of section two
hundred of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law shall not be regarded as an “alcoholic
beverage” within the meaning of this Chapter. For purposes of this Chapter, “spirits,” “liquor,”
“wine” and “cider” are as defined in Section 3 of the New York State Alcoholic Beverage Control
Law.

BEER - Any fermented beverages of any name or description manufactured from malt, wholly or
in part, or from any substitute therefore.

CIDER - The partially or fully fermented juice of fresh, whole apples, containing more than three
and two-tenths per centum but not more than seven per centum alcohol by volume, when used for
beverage purposes, and to which nothing has been added to increase the alcoholic content produced
by natural fermentation.

ENFORCEMENT SERVICES - The salaries and benefits of police officers or other code
enforcement personnel for the amount of time actually spent in responding to, or in remaining at,
the party, gathering or event held in violation of this Chapter, and the administrative costs
attributable to the incident; the actual costs of any medical treatment to injured police officers or
other code enforcement personnel; the cost of repairing any damaged Town equipment or property;
and the cost arising from the use of any damaged Town equipment utilized in responding to or
remaining at the party gathering or event held in violation of this Chapter.

GUARDIAN - A person who, under court order, is the legal guardian of the person of a minor; or
a public or private agency with whom the minor has been placed by the court.

LIQUOR - Any and all distilled or rectified spirits, brandy, whiskey, rum, gin, cordial, or similar
distilled alcoholic beverages, including all dilutions and mixtures of one or more of the foregoing.



MINOR - Any person under twenty one (21) years of age.
PARENT - Any person who is the natural parent, adoptive parent, or step-parent of a minor.

PARTY, GATHERING OR EVENT - A group of persons who have assembled or are assembling
for a social occasion or social activity.

SPIRITS - Any beverage which contains alcohol obtained by distillation mixed with drinkable water
and other substances in solution.

WINE - The product of the normal alcoholic fermentation of the juice of fresh, sound, ripe grapes,
with the usual cellar treatment and necessary additions to correct defects due to climatic, saccharine
and seasonal conditions, including champagne, sparkling and fortified wine of an alcoholic content
not to exceed twenty-four per centum by volume.

§44-3. Hosting, suffering, permitting, organizing, allowing a party, gathering or event on
private property where minors are consuming alcoholic beverages prohibited.

A. Except as otherwise permitted by law, no person shall host, suffer, permit, organize, or allow
a party, gathering or event at his or her place of residence or other private property, place or
premises owned by or under his or her control, where three or more minors are present and alcoholic
beverages are being consumed by any minor.

B. This section shall not apply to conduct between a minor child and his or her parent or
guardian.

C. This section shall not apply to any location or place regulated by the New York State Liquor
Authority.

§44-4. Penalties for offenses.

Any person or corporation found to be guilty of a violation of this Chapter by a court of law
shall be subject to conviction of a Class A Misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to exceed
$3,000.00 or imprisonment for a period not to exceed one year, or both.

§44-5. Reservation of legal options.

The Town of Patterson does not waive its right to seek reimbursement for actual costs of
enforcement services associated with the enforcement of this Chapter through other legal remedies
or procedures permitted by law. The provisions of this Chapter are in addition to any other statute,
ordinance or law. This chapter in no way limits the authority of peace officers and others authorized
to make arrests for any criminal offense arising out of conduct regulated by this Chapter, nor does
this Chapter in any way limit the County, State or Federal prosecution’s ability to initiate and
prosecute a criminal prosecution for any violation of a criminal offense arising out of the same
circumstances necessitating the enforcement of this Chapter.

§44-6. Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this local law is for any reason
held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions hereof.
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§ 45-1. Legislative intent; purpose.

A. The Town Board of the Town of Patterson finds that the unrestricted use of off-road
recreation vehicles can result in environmental damage, including but not limited to native habitat
destruction and fragmentation, soil compaction, soil erosion, stream channel disturbance, and water
quality degradation. Further off-road recreation vehicles often cause unreasonably loud or disturbing
noise, the duration of which may last for extended periods of time, that affect the general welfare
of the surrounding residents. Off-road recreation vehicles driven in an unsafe or reckless manner,
or on highways used by the public for vehicular traffic present a concern to the residents of the
Town of Patterson.

B. The regulation of off-road recreation vehicle use within the Town of Patterson is deemed
necessary to preserve the public peace and good order, to prevent unreasonable loud or disturbing
noises which the Town Board of the Town of Patterson determines to be detrimental to the peace,
welfare and good order of the people and to promote the health, safety, morals and general welfare
of the community, including the protection and preservation of public and private property.

C. It is the purpose of this article to promote the safe and proper use of off-road recreation
vehicles for recreation and commerce in the Town of Patterson, to prevent accidents, to ensure the
safety and well-being of all persons involved in the use of off-road recreation vehicles, to minimize
detrimental effects of such use upon the environment, to prevent accidental petroleum spills into the
Town’s surface water; to minimize the detrimental effects of operating off-road recreation vehicles
upon the residents of the Town, and to protect the rights of private property owners whose property
is used for the operation of off-road recreation vehicles without the permission of said landowners.

§ 45-2. Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to Article 2 ofthe NYS Municipal Home Rule Law, Article 48-C
and Section 2404(6) of the NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law, and Article 25 of the NYS Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Law

§ 45-3. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE or “ATV” - Any self-propelled three-, or four wheel vehicle which is
manufactured for sale for operation primarily on off-highway trails or off-highway competitions and
only incidentally operated on public highways.

COMMISSIONER - The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles

DEALER - Any person or business organization engaged in the business of selling off-road
recreation vehicles at wholesale or retail, including but not limited to any individual, corporation,
unincorporated association, proprietorship, firm partnership, joint venture, or joint-stock association
who sells or offers for sale an off-road recreation vehicle to any person within the Town of Patterson
for compensation.

HIGHWAY - The entire width between the boundaries of the right of way of any lands used for the
purposes of conveying vehicular traffic, or in the case of a highway by use as defined by NYS
Highway Law §189, shall also include any lands within twenty-five (25) feet of the center of said
highway. The term highway shall also be interchangeable with the term “road”.

OFF-ROAD RECREATION VEHICLE - Snowmobiles, motorcycles, minibikes, trail bikes, dirt
bikes, motorbikes, all-terrain vehicles and other motorized two-, three- and four-wheeled vehicles



and similar vehicles and contrivances designated for operation on off-highway trails.

OPERATE- To ride in or on, other than as a passenger, or use or physically control the operation
of an off-road recreation vehicle in any manner, whether or not said vehicle is under way.

OPERATOR - Every person who operates or is in actual physical control of an off-road recreation
vehicle.

OWNER - Any person having a title to an off-road recreation vehicle. If an off-road recreation
vehicle is sold under a contract of conditional sale whereby the title remains in the vendor, such
vendor or his assignee shall not, after delivery of such off-road recreation vehicle, be deemed an
owner within the provisions of this section, but the vendee or his assignee, upon receipt of
possession thereof, shall be deemed such owner notwithstanding the terms of such contract, until
the vendor or his assignee shall retake possession. A person holding only a security interest in an
off-road recreation vehicle shall not be deemed an owner unless such person also has possession of
such off-road recreation vehicle.

SNOWMORBILE - A self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice, steered by skis or
runners and supported in whole or in part by one or more skis, belts or cleats.

§ 45-4. Operation Restricted

No person shall operate, drive, or ride upon, or permit to be operated, driven, or permit to
be ridden upon, any recreational motor vehicle as defined in this chapter within the corporate limits
of the Town of Patterson under any of the following circumstances.

A. On the private property of another without the express prior written consent of the owner and
the occupant of such property. Such consent may be revoked at any time by the grantor thereof.
Where such express prior written consent has been obtained, the operator shall keep such consent
on his person and available for immediate display at all times during the period of such operation.
Such express prior written consent shall not be deemed a consent hereunder as to any person whose
name is not set forth therein. Failure to produce such express prior written consent upon demand
therefor by any individual or agency charged with the enforcement of this Chapter shall be
presumptive evidence that such consent has not been given or received.

B. On any public lands, grounds or property owned or operated by the Town of Patterson except
that an off-road recreation vehicle may be operated on any such lands which have been designated
and posted for travel by off-road recreation vehicles in accordance with the provisions of § 45-9 of
this article.

C. On any Town highway, private highway, alley or public driveway, unless said highway,
alley or driveway has been posted so as to allow the use of off-road recreation vehicles and that the
off-road recreation vehicle is operated in a manner consistent with this Chapter.

D. In such a manner as to produce noise by an off-road recreation vehicle, on any property
within any residential or nonresidential zoning district within the Town of Patterson which exceeds
sixty-five (65) dB(A) between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. prevailing time on weekdays, including
Saturday, or forty-five (45) dB(A) during the hours of 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. weekdays, all day
Sunday and on Holidays.

E. In a careless, reckless or negligent manner.

F. On private property within one hundred (100) feet of property owned by another.

G. No person shall operate an off-road recreation vehicle on or in any open waters, streams or



wetlands.

H. While in an intoxicated condition or under the influence of alcohol, narcotics or drugs as set
forth in §1192 of the NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law.

L. On any lake or body of water when frozen or covered with ice.

J. On public property owned by the State, County or other government agency, or property
owned and operated by a qualified land trust, unless such agency has expressly permitted the use
of such lands by off-road recreational vehicles, or such land has been designated and posted for
travel by off-road recreation vehicles by such agency, or unless the prior written consent of the
agency or land trust has been issued to the individual.

§45-5. Responsibility of parent or guardian.

It shall be unlawful for the parent, guardian or any person having the care, custody and
control of any child under the age of eighteen (18) years knowingly to permit such child to operate
an off-road recreation vehicle in violation of this Chapter. Any parent, legal guardian or other person
having the care, custody and control of any child under the age of eighteen (18) years at the time of
the violation of this Chapter by such person under the age of eighteen (18) years shall likewise be
guilty of a violation if, after a hearing by a court of competent jurisdiction, a determination is made
that such violation occurred by such person under the age of eighteen (18) years, and shall be subject
to a fine as set forth herein.

§ 45-6. Limitations on the use of an off-road recreation vehicle.

The following limitations on the use and operation of an off-road recreation vehicle are
imposed;

A. An off-road recreation vehicle may make a direct crossing on a highway other than an
interstate highway or a controlled access highway, provided:

(1) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately ninety degrees to the direction of
the highway and at a place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing;

(2) The vehicle is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or main
traveled way of the highway;

3) The driver yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic that constitutes an
immediate hazard;

(4) In crossing a divided highway, the crossing is made only at an intersection of the
highway with another public street or highway, and

(%) If the crossing is made between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half
hour before sunrise or in conditions of reduced visibility, only if both front and rear lights
are lighted.

B. An Off-road recreation vehicle may be operated on any highway which has been designated
and posted as open for travel by off-road recreation vehicles in accordance with the provisions of
section § 45-9 of this article.

C. No person shall operate an off-road recreation vehicle:



E.

(1) At a rate of speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions and
having regard to the actual and potential hazards then existing;

(2) In a careless, reckless or negligent manner so as to unreasonably endanger the person
or property of another or cause injury or damage thereto;

3) On the tracks or right-of-way of an operating railroad;

(4) In any tree nursery or farm-operation crop field in a manner that damages or destroys
growing stock, or creates a substantial risk thereto;

(%) While pulling a person on skis or drawing or towing a sleigh, sled, toboggan,
inflatable device or trailer which carries or transports any person unless attached by a rigid
support, connection or towbar;

(6) On the frozen surface of any lakes, ponds or other bodies of water for which the use
of a recreational vehicle has not been otherwise expressly prohibited;

(a) Within one hundred feet of any person other than a person riding on an off-
road recreation vehicle except at the minimum speed required to maintain forward
movement of the Off-road recreation vehicle, nor

(b) Within one hundred feet of a fishing shanty or shelter except at the minimum
speed required to maintain forward movement of the off-road recreation vehicle nor
on an area which has been cleared of snow for skating purposes unless the area is
necessary for access to the public waters, nor

(©) Within one hundred feet of any dam or outlet structure;
(7) Within one hundred (100) feet of a dwelling between midnight and six a.m., ata
speed greater than minimum required to maintain forward movement of the off-road
recreation vehicle;
The operator of an off-road recreation vehicle shall:
(1) Stop and yield to an authorized ambulance, civil defense, or police off-road
recreation vehicle or police vehicle being operated as an emergency vehicle and approaching

from any direction;

(2) Comply with any lawful order or direction of any police officer or other person duly
empowered to enforce the laws relating to off-road recreation vehicles.

A person operating an off-road recreation vehicle shall ride only upon the permanent and

regular seat attached thereto, and such operator shall not carry any other person nor shall any other
person ride on an off-road recreation vehicle unless such off-road recreation vehicle is designed to
carry more than one person, in which event a passenger may ride upon the permanent and regular
seat if designed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly attached to the off-road recreation
vehicle at the rear or side of the operator.

§ 45-7. Exemptions

A.

This Chapter shall not apply to;

Farm vehicles used during the course of farming operations,



Police, emergency or other government vehicles.
Construction vehicles employed in lawful construction activities.
Landscape equipment, including lawnmowers, and snowthrowers.

Golf carts and battery-powered vehicles designed for children.

m m o 0w

Vehicles serving a medical function or assisting a person with a disability.

§ 45-8. Notice by Dealers

Any Dealer who sells or offers for sale an off-road recreation vehicle to any person within
the Town of Patterson for compensation shall conspicuously post notice of these regulations at each
point of sale. Said notice shall be not less than 8.5 inches by 11 inches using all capital letters not
less than one and one-half inches in height on a contrasting background. The notice shall state
“NOTICE TO OFF-ROAD RECREATION VEHICLE OPERATORS. OPERATION OF AN OFF
ROAD RECREATION VEHICLE IS REGULATED BY THE TOWN OF PATTERSON
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45 OF THE PATTERSON TOWN CODE. IT IS UNLAWFUL TO
OPERATE AN OFF-ROAD RECREATION VEHICLE ON A PUBLIC HIGHWAY UNLESS
OTHERWISE POSTED. OFF-ROAD RECREATION VEHICLES SHALL NOT BE OPERATED
ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHOUT THE WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE PROPERTY
OWNER”.

§ 45-9. Designation of highways and public lands for travel by Off-road recreation vehicles.

A. No off-road recreation vehicle shall operate on, or otherwise use any Town-owned public
lands, or any Town Road or any private road, except where said lands or highway have been
designated and posted as open for travel by Off-road recreation vehicle’s in accordance with the
requirements contained herein.

B. Upon receipt by the Town Clerk of a petition signed by a majority of the owners of real
property abutting a Town highway or a private highway, requesting to designate said highway, or
portion thereof to be open for travel by off-road recreation vehicles, or upon its own motion, the
Town Board shall provide notice and conduct a public hearing consistent with the provisions
contained herein.

(1) Within fourteen days of receipt of a petition, the Town Clerk shall verify that the
signatures contained thereon represent the owners of real property attested to in the petition,
and shall present the petition to the Town Board at the next meeting of said Board.

(2) Within forty-five (45) days of the receipt of the petition from the Town Clerk, the
Town Board shall provide notice and conduct a public hearing on the petition. Each property
owner who abuts said highway, or portion thereof considered for designation as open for
travel by off-road recreation vehicles shall be notified of said public hearing by certified
mail, return receipt requested at least fourteen days prior to the date of the public hearing.

3) If after the public hearing the Town Board determines that the road should be open
to off-road recreation vehicles, they shall by local law or ordinance designate said highway,
or portion thereof as open for travel by off-road recreation vehicles, and cause said highway,
or portion thereof so affected to be posted with signs designating the road, or portion thereof
as open for travel by off-road recreation vehicles.

C. The designation of Town-owned public lands shall follow the procedures provided in



subsection B, above.

D. Such designated highways or portions thereof or designated public lands shall be identified
by markers in such manner as may be provided by rules and regulations of the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles. All signs or markers shall be erected at the expense of the state or municipality,
provided, however, that the municipality may accept funds or contributions therefor from private
persons, clubs or associations interested in the promotion of off-road recreation vehicles.

E. Any regulation, order, local law or ordinance which designates a highway or portion thereof
or designated lands which may be used for off-road recreation vehicle operations may include rules
and impose restrictions and conditions for the regulation and safe operation of off-road recreation
vehicles on the highways and lands so designated, including but not limited to limits on the hours
of use and speed restrictions. Any restriction or condition not contained in this chapter must be
posted.

F Copies of orders, regulations, local laws or ordinances adopted by governmental agencies
pursuant to this section shall be filed with the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles.

§ 45-10. Required Equipment.
A. No person shall operate an off-road recreation vehicle unless it is equipped with:
(1) Brakes in good operating condition;

(2) A muffler system in good operating condition which meets federal standards as
established in 40 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) Part 205.166, sub Part E;

3) A spark arrester approved by the United States Forest Service;

4) Tires having at least two-thirty seconds of an inch of tread with no visible breaks,
cuts, exposed cords, bumps or bulges;

(5) A lighted white headlight approved by the commissioner and a lighted red taillight
approved by the commissioner when operated for one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour
before sunrise.

B. No person shall operate an off-road recreation vehicle or ride as a passenger on an off-road
recreation vehicle unless he is wearing a protective helmet of a type approved by the commissioner
pursuant to subdivision six of section three hundred eighty-one of Vehicle and Traffic Law.

C. No person shall operate an off-road recreation vehicle:
(1) On a highway with tires equipped with any studs other than automotive studs;

(2) Which displays one or more lighted red or a combination red or white lights which
are revolving, rotating, flashing, oscillating or constantly moving, except when in use as an
authorized emergency off-road recreation vehicle, police, or civil defense off-road recreation
vehicle being used during an emergency;

3) as an authorized emergency off-road recreation vehicle or civil defense off-road
recreation vehicle, unless it is equipped with one or more lighted, red or combination red or
white light or lights which is or are revolving, rotating, flashing, oscillating or constantly
moving and which has or have minimum candle power of sufficient intensity to be plainly
visible from a distance of five hundred feet in all directions under normal atmospheric
conditions.



§ 45-11. Liability insurance.

A. An off-road recreation vehicle which is operated anywhere in the Town of Patterson other
than on lands of the owner of the off-road recreation vehicle shall be covered by a policy of
insurance, in such language and form as required for ATV’s pursuant to § 2407 of NYS Vehicle and
Traffic Law, or for snowmobiles pursuant to §25.13 of NYS Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law. Proof of insurance as required by this section shall be produced and displayed by
the owner or operator of such off-road recreation vehicle upon the request of any person having
authority to enforce the provisions of this chapter. The failure to produce such proof upon the
request of any such person shall not be an offense but shall be presumptive evidence that the oftf-
road recreation vehicle is being operated without having such insurance in force and effect.

B. Proof of insurance as required by this section shall be produced and displayed by the owner
or operator of such off-road recreation vehicle to any person who has suffered or claims to have
suffered either personal injury or property damage as a result of the operation of such off-road
recreation vehicle by the owner or operator, if such insurance coverage was required under the
circumstances of such operation. It shall be an affirmative defense to any prosecution for a violation
of this subdivision that such proof was so produced or displayed within twenty-four hours of
receiving notice of such injury or damage, or the claim of such injury or damage.

C. No owner of an off-road recreation vehicle shall operate or permit the same to be operated
anywhere in the Town of Patterson other than on lands of the owner of the off-road recreation
vehicle without having in full force and effect the liability insurance coverage required by this
section, and no person shall operate an off-road recreation vehicle anywhere in the Town of
Patterson other than on lands of the owner of the off-road recreation vehicle with the knowledge that
such insurance is not in full force and effect.

§ 45-12. Operation by minors.

A. Except as provided by subdivision “B” of this section, no person under the age of sixteen
years shall operate an off-road recreation vehicle except upon lands owned or leased by his parent
or guardian, unless he is under general supervision of a person eighteen years of age or over or a
person sixteen years of age or over who holds an off-road recreation vehicle safety certificate.
"Leased lands" as herein used shall not include lands leased by an organization of which said
operator or his parent or guardian is a member.

B. A person ten years of age but less than sixteen years of age who has received safety training
as prescribed by the commissioner and has received the appropriate off-road recreation vehicle
safety certificate issued by the commissioner may operate an off-road recreation vehicle in the same
manner as a person who is sixteen years of age or older.

C. The failure of a person to exhibit an off-road recreation vehicle safety certificate upon
demand to any officer having authority to enforce the provisions of this article shall not be an
offense, but shall be presumptive evidence that such person is not the holder of such certificate.

D. No parent or guardian shall authorize or knowingly permit his child or ward, if under sixteen
years of age, to operate an off-road recreation vehicle in violation of any provision of this article,
any rules or regulations promulgated thereunder, or the provisions of any local law or ordinance.

E. No owner or other person in possession of any off-road recreation vehicle shall authorize or
knowingly permit any person under sixteen years of age to operate such an off-road recreation
vehicle in violation of any provision of this article, any rules or regulations promulgated thereunder,
or the provisions of any local law or ordinance.



§ 45-13. Liability for negligence.

Negligence in the use or operation of an off-road recreation vehicle shall be attributable to
the owner. Every owner of an off-road recreation vehicle used or operated in this state shall be liable
and responsible for death or injury to person or damage to property resulting from negligence in the
use or operation of such off-road recreation vehicle by any person using or operating the same with
the permission, express or implied, of such owner, provided, however, that such operator's
negligence shall not be attributed to the owner as to any claim or cause of action accruing to the
operator or his legal representative for such injuries or death.

§45 -14. Vehicle Identification Numbers Required

A. All off road vehicles must have a vehicle identification number permanently affixed to the
frame in a form and manner as require by NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law Article 48-A, and no person
shall operate any Off-road recreation vehicle within the Town of Patterson unless such off-road
recreation vehicle has been registered and numbered in accordance with the provisions of NYS
Vehicle and Traffic Law Article 48-B. [§2286 NYS VTL specifically excludes municipalities from
requiring licensing or registration of Off-road recreation vehicle’s|

§ 45-15. Penalties for offenses.

A. The provisions of this Chapter shall be enforced by the Patterson Code Enforcement Officer
and any duly appointed assistant thereto, the Patterson Code Compliance Officer, or any police
officer, peace officer, or any Environmental Conservation Officer charged with the enforcement of
the State laws and codes.

B. Any person or corporation, whether as owner, lessee, principal, agent, employee or
otherwise, which violates any of the provisions of this chapter or permits any such violation or fails
to comply with any of the requirements thereof shall be guilty of a violation, punishable by a fine
not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or
both for conviction of a first offense; for conviction of a second offense both of which were
committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine of not less than three hundred fifty
dollars nor more than seven hundred dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months,
or both; and, upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense all of which were committed within
a period of five years, punishable by a fine not less than seven hundred dollars nor more than one
thousand dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both. For the purpose
of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations of this chapter or
any part thereof or any condition or requirement of subdivision approval shall be deemed
misdemeanors. Each week’s continued violation shall constitute a separate additional violation.

C. In addition to the penalties of subsection “A” above, the parent or legal guardian, other than
a state or legal social services department foster parent having the care, custody and control of any
un-emancipated person under the age of 18 years of age found guilty of a violation of this article
shall also be responsible for the payment of the fine imposed by a court of competent jurisdiction
for such violation. In no event shall it be a defense that the parent or legal guardian has exercised
due diligent supervision over the activities of the person under the age of 18 years of age.

D. In addition to the penalties of subsection “B” above, the parent or legal guardian, other than
a state or legal social services department foster parent having the care, custody and control, of any
un-emancipated person under the age of 18 years of age found guilty of a violation of this article
shall be responsible for restitution for any damage caused to real property or improvements located
thereon owned and/or operated by the Town of Patterson. In no event shall it be a defense that the
parent or legal guardian has exercised due diligent supervision over the activities of the person under
the age of 18 years of age.



§ 45-16. Impoundment, redemption and forfeiture.

A. In addition to the penalties set forth in § 45-15 of this article, the Code Enforcement Officer
or duly appointed assistant, the Code Compliance Officer, a police officer or peace officer, or a
Environmental Conservation Officer charged with the enforcement of the State laws and codes,
shall have the authority to immediately impound an off-road recreation vehicle operated in violation
of this Chapter. Such impounded off-road recreational vehicle shall be stored by the pertinent police
department or enforcement agency pending the identification of the owner as registered with the
New York State Department of Motor Vehicles. Such titled owner shall be sent notice of such
impoundment at the address on file with the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles by
certified mail within five days after the impoundment. The enforcement agency shall not be liable
for any damages arising out of the provisions of an erroneous name or address of such owner. The
off-road recreation vehicle shall be returned to the owner upon payment of any applicable fines
imposed and any reasonable and customary towing and daily storage fees, if any, or upon the
direction of the Court.

B. All off-road recreation vehicle's seized pursuant to this article shall be subject to reasonable
and customary towing and daily storage fees. Such fees shall be payable to the seizing agent prior
to the release of said property.

§45-17. Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section , article, chapter or part of this local law or of any
local law, ordinance or resolution included in this Code now or through supplementation shall be
adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair
or invalidate the remainder thereof but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence,
paragraph, section, article, chapter or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such
judgement shall have been rendered.

Pursuant to NYS VTL §2405(5) a copy of this local law shall be filed with the Commissioner
of Motor Vehicles. Pursuantto §25.09 ofthe NYS Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law
a copy of this local law shall be filed with the NYS Office of Parks, Recreations and Historic
Preservation.
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§ 51-4. Fees.
§ 51-5. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.
§ 51-6. Exceptions.
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 7-11-73. (readopted 4-13-
2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]
GENERAL REFERENCES
Bingo - See Ch. 55.
Entertainment establishments - See Ch. 84
Games of chance - See Ch. 94.

Noise - See Ch. 109.
Trespassing - See Ch. 145



§ 51-1. Purpose.

The Town Board, in order to promote proper government and ensure the proper protection,
order, conduct, safety, health, welfare and well-being of persons and property within the Town of
Patterson, Putnam County, New York, finds that it is in the public interest to enact this chapter
pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York. This chapter shall regulate
the assembly of persons where such assembly of persons exceeds five hundred (500) persons at any
place within the Town of Patterson, Putnam County, New York.

§ 51-2. Definitions.

A. Definitions. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall, for the purpose
of this chapter, have the meanings herein indicated:

ASSEMBLY - The gathering or collecting or congregating of persons at any place within the town,
with or without the levy of an admission fee, for a common purpose, such as but not limited to sports
events, circuses, carnivals, festivals, music festivals, religious observances.

BUILDING - A structure wholly or partially enclosed with exterior walls and a roof, of permanent
or temporary nature, affording shelter to persons, animals or property.

MAY - Is permissive
PERSON - Any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation or group.
SHALL - Is mandatory.

STRUCTURE - A combination of materials to form a construction that is safe and stable, including,
among other things, stadiums, stages, prop forms, radio towers, sheds, storage bins, tents, billboards,
space signs, bleachers, ramps and seats.

B. Word usage. Words used in the present tense include the future; the singular number
includes the plural, and the masculine shall include the feminine.

§ 51-3. Permit required; application; necessary information; conditions.

A. No person shall use, allow, let or permit to be used property for the assembly of persons in
excess of five hundred (500), nor shall any person use, allow, let or permit to be used property for
any part or portion of such assembly of persons, which total assembly in the aggregate is in excess
of five hundred (500) persons, unless upon written permit authorizing such use and assembly, issued
by the Town Board through its Clerk.

B. Application for such permit shall be by verified petition on forms to be furnished by the
town, addressed to the Town Board and filed with the Town Clerk at least sixty (60) days prior to
the date upon which such use and assembly shall occur. The Town Board shall act upon the
application within thirty (30) days after its submission, after a public hearing pursuant to notice
published at least once in the official newspaper ten (10) days prior to such hearing. The application
shall include the following information:

(1) A statement of the name, age and residence address of the applicant; if the applicant
is a corporation, the name of the corporation and the names and addresses of its directors and
officers; if the applicant does not reside within the Town of Patterson, the name and address
of an agent, who shall be a natural person and who shall reside in or have a place of business
in the County of Putnam, and who shall be authorized to and shall agree by verified



statement to accept notices or summonses issued with respect to the application, the conduct
of the assembly or use in any manner involving it arising out of the application, or the
construction or application of this chapter.

(2) A statement containing the name and address of the record owner of the property
where the assembly and use shall occur, and the nature and interest of the applicant therein;
the proposed dates and hours of such assembly and use; the expected maximum number of
persons intended to use the property at one time and collectively; the expected number of
automobiles and vehicles intended to use the property at one time and collectively; and the
purpose of the assembly and use, including the nature of the activity to be carried on and the
admission fee to be charged, if any.

3) A map prepared by a licensed land surveyor or licensed public engineer, showing:
(a) The size of the property.
(b) The zoning district (if any) in which the property is located.
(©) The names and record owners of the adjoining properties.
(d) The streets or highways abutting the said property.

(e) The size and location of any existing building and of any buildings or
structures to be erected for the purpose of the assembly and use.

) The method, construction and materials to be used in any new building or
structure.

(4) A plan or drawing, to scale, prepared by a licensed public engineer or licensed land
surveyor, showing the method and manner in which:

(a) Sanitary facilities are to be provided for disposal of human waste, garbage
and other debris.

(b) Water is to be supplied, stored and distributed to those people attending.

(%) A plan, drawn to scale, showing the layout of any parking area for motor vehicles,
including the means of egress from and ingress to such parking area.

(6) A statement containing the type, number and location of any radar device, sound
amplifier or loudspeaker, sound truck or other similar sound equipment.

(7) A statement specifying whether food or beverage is intended to be prepared, served
or distributed; if food or beverages are intended to be prepared, sold or distributed, a
statement specifying the method of preparation and distribution of such food or beverage and
the method of disposing of garbage, trash, rubbish or any other refuse arising therefrom. If
food or beverage is to be prepared, sold and distributed, a plan or drawing, to scale, must be
attached to the application, showing the buildings or other structures from which the food
or beverages shall be prepared, sold or distributed.

(8) A statement specifying whether any private security guards or police will be
engaged, and, if so, the number of such persons and duties to be performed by such persons,
including the hours to be worked and areas of responsibility.

9) A statement specifying the precautions to be utilized for fire protection, including a
plan or drawing, to scale, specifying the location of fire lanes and water supply for fire



C.

control.

(10) A statement specifying whether any outdoor lights or signs are to be utilized, and,
if so, a map showing the number, location, size, type and illuminating power of such lights
and signs.

(11) A statement specifying the facilities to be available for emergency treatment of any
person who may require medical or nursing attention.

(12) A statement specifying whether any camping or housing facilities are to be available,
and, if so, a plan, drawn to scale, showing the intended number and location of the same.

(13) A statement specifying the contemplated duration of the assembly and use.

(14) If the assembly and use are to continue from one day into another, a statement
specifying housing facilities available or to be made available on the premises.

(15) A statement of the maximum noise decibels contemplated by the assembly at the site
of nearest adjoining or contiguous property.

No permit shall be issued unless it is clearly shown that all of the following are provided for

and approved in writing by the Putnam County Health Department and the Town Board of the Town
of Patterson:

(1) Drinking water adequate in quantity and quality satisfactory to the permit-issuing
official.

(a) Drinking water shall be readily available to all persons attending the
assembly or use.

(b) Only drinking water shall be so delivered or piped as to be easily accessible.
(©) A well or spring used as a source of drinking water and the structure used for
the storage of drinking water shall be so constructed and located as to protect

the contents against pollution.

(d) A pipe or pump delivering the drinking water shall be of the type and
installation acceptable to the permit-issuing official.

(e) There shall be no physical connection between a pipe carrying drinking water
and a pipe carrying drinking water not of a quality satisfactory to the permit-
issuing authority.

® A fixture, installation or equipment from which back-siphonage may occur
shall not be supplied water from a pipe carrying drinking water.

(2) All pipes carrying drinking water shall be buried to a sufficient depth below
the surface of the ground to prevent their damage or destruction.

(h) A common drinking container shall not be provided or allowed to be used.
(1) Any drinking fountain shall be of approved sanitary design and construction.
() Where water treatment process is employed, an accurate and complete report

of the process and operation thereof shall be maintained daily, and no
change of the source or in the method or treatment of a drinking water supply



D.

shall be made without first notifying the permit-issuing official and securing
his written approval to do so.

(2) Toilet facilities adequate for the capacity of the assembly or use.

(a) Facilities shall be so located as to be conveniently available and shall be so
constructed and maintained that they will not be offensive.

(b) Toilet facilities for groups of people consisting of both sexes shall be so
arranged that the facilities shall be separate for each sex.

(©) No privy shall be so located or constructed that it will by leakage or seepage
possibly pollute a water supply, surface water or adjacent ground surface,
and it shall be constructed in accordance with the requirements of the State
Department of Health and shall be maintained so that it will not permit
access of flies to the privy vault.

3) Adequate facilities for the satisfactory disposal or treatment and disposal of sewage
shall be maintained. Such facilities shall meet with the standards and requirements of the
New York State Department of Health and the Putnam County Health Department.

(4) Adequate facilities and arrangements for safe, clean disposal of solid waste, garbage
and trash.

(%) Adequate supply of food, including provisions for sanitary storage, handling and
protection of food and beverages until served or used. A showing must be made that where
food is to be prepared or consumed, there are facilities for washing, disinfecting and storing
dishes and food utensils.

(6) Adequate off-street and off-road facilities for the contemplated number of people
attending the assembly or use. Parking space shall be provided for at the rate of at least one
(1) car for every four (4) persons in attendance.

(7) Adequate housing facilities for the contemplated number of people in attendance if
it is contemplated that the assembly or use shall extend from one day to another.

(8) An adequate number of access roads to and from the site of the assembly or use.
9) Adequate medical facilities, including a first-aid station. It must be shown that at
least one (1) doctor will be in attendance at all times and that at least one (1) registered nurse
for each five hundred (500) people in attendance will be on duty at all times.

(10)  Adequate fire protection arrangements for buildings.

No permit shall be issued unless the owner and his tenant or lessee, if any, shall furnish the

town with written authorization to permit the town or its lawful agents to go upon the property at
any time for the purpose of inspecting the same, the facilities provided thereon and the cleaning of
the premises after the termination of the assembly.

E.

No permit shall be issued unless the applicant shall furnish the town with a comprehensive

liability insurance policy insuring the town against liability for damages to persons or property, with
limits of not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) for bodily injury or death, and limits of not
less than two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.) for property damage, sufficient to save the
town harmless from any liability or cause of action which might arise by reason of the granting of
the permit and not cancelable without ten (10) days' prior written notice to the town.



F. Within five (5) days from the date of the termination of the assembly, trash, papers, garbage
and other waste material shall be completely removed from the premises in a safe, clean and sanitary
manner, and a bond shall be posted with the Town Clerk, in an amount fixed by the Town Board,
to ensure said performance.

G. Any permit issued may be revoked by the Town Board through its Clerk if at any time it
should be determined that the applicant has failed to provide the facilities as specified in the
application or that the setting up of the facilities provided for in the application cannot be reasonably
accomplished within the time or date set for the assembly or use.

§ 51-4. Fees.

Each application shall be accompanied by a fee at the time of its submission in the amount
as set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board. The fee shall compensate the town for
its examination and the processing of such application and shall not be refundable in whole or in
part.

§ 51-5. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.

A. Any person who shall use, allow, let or permit to be used property for the assembly of
persons in excess of five hundred (500), or shall use, allow, let or permit to be used property for any
part or portion of such assembly, which total assembly in the aggregate is in excess of five hundred
(500) persons, or any person who shall cause the gathering, collecting or congregating of persons
in excess of five hundred (500) at any place within the town, without first obtaining a written permit
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, shall be deemed to have violated this chapter and
to have committed a misdemeanor against the chapter and shall be liable for the penalties provided.
Any person who commits or permits any act in violation of any provisions of this chapter shall be
deemed to have violated this chapter and to have committed a misdemeanor against the chapter and
shall be liable for the penalties provided.

B. For each violation of the provisions of this chapter, the person violating the same shall be
subject to a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.) nor less than one hundred dollars
($100.) or imprisonment not to exceed one (1) year, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

C. In addition to the above-provided penalties, the Town Board may maintain an action or
proceeding in the name of the town in a court of competent jurisdiction to compel compliance with
or to restrain by injunction the violation of this chapter.

§ 51-6. Exceptions. [Amended 10-8-1997 by L.L. No. 4-1997]

This chapter shall not apply to:

A. Persons legally conducting affairs or events on lands owned by the State of New York or any
of its municipal divisions, including school district.

B. Winter recreation facilities including, skiing, snow boarding, snowmobiling, cross country
skiing, sleigh rides, ice skating and winter carnivals at a skiing facility located within the Town’s
CR Zoning District.

C. Assemblies of less than 3,000 persons on property that has undergone site plan review (in
accordance with the provisions set forth in Chapter 154, Article XIII), for the gathering in question.



Chapter 53.
BAMBOO

§ 53-1 Purpose.

§ 53-2 Intent.

§ 53-3. Definitions.

§ 53-4. Presumption.

§ 53-5. Applicability.

§ 53-6. Planting of running bamboo prohibited.
§ 53-7. Duty to confine bamboo.

§ 53-8. Regulation; owner responsibility.
§ 53-9. Removal from Town property.

§ 53-10. Replanting prohibited.

§ 53-11. Penalties for offenses.

§ 53-12. Severability

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 12-3-2014 as L.L. No. 2-
2014. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES



§ 53-1 Purpose.
The Town Board of the Town of Patterson finds that

A. The planting and/or the growing of certain varieties of bamboo, a plant not indigenous to the
Town of Patterson, presents the potential for adverse impacts to the natural environment, including
indigenous flora, may significantly increase the cost of maintenance in public and private right-of-
ways, impedes the use of, and is destructive to, structures and other improvements, and aggressively
spreads across property lines where it is likely to adversely affect the reasonable enjoyment of
adjoining and neighboring properties;

B. Because of these effects the planting and the growing of bamboo threatens the value and
physical integrity of both public and private property in the Town; and

C. In order to protect and preserve said environment and values, the Town declares it necessary
to regulate or prohibit the planting and/or growing of bamboo within the Town.

§ 53-2 Intent.

The purpose of this chapter is to preserve and protect private and public property from the
damaging spread of certain running bamboo grasses, protect indigenous plant materials from the
invasive spread of running bamboo and maintain the general welfare of the residents of the Town
of Patterson.

§ 53-3. Definitions.

A. Usage. The singular number as used herein shall be read as the plural number, and vice
versa, and the masculine gender shall be read as the feminine or neuter gender, and vice versa,
whenever necessary to give full effect to the terms and provisions hereof.

B. As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

BAMBOO- A perennial grass with a rhizomatous growth habit in the family Poaceae, subfamily
ambusoideae, tribe Bambuseae or Arundinarieae, including without limitation:

1) BAMBOO, CLUMPING - any tropical or temperate sympodial (pachymorph)
grasses which typically send off rhizomes (roots) near the base of the plant, including, but
not limited to, Bambusa, Chusquea, Dendrocalamus, Drepanostachyum, Fargesia,
Himalayacalamus, Otatea, Thamnocalamus, Thyrostachys and Yushania.

2) BAMBOO, RUNNING - any tropical or temperate monopodial (leptomorph) grass
with a rhizome (root) system which typically extend far away from the plant, including, but
not limited to, the following plant genera: Arrow bamboo, Arundinaria, Bambusa,
Chimonobambusa, Common bamboo, Golden bamboo, Phyllostachys, Pleioblastus,
Pseudosasa, Sasa, Sasaella, and Semiarundinaria.

BAMBOO OWNER - Any property owner or resident who has planted and/or grows Bamboo, or
who maintains Bamboo on his property, or who permits Bamboo to grow or remain on his property
even if the Bamboo has spread from an adjoining property. Any property owner or resident at whose
property Bamboo is found will be considered a Bamboo Owner, except any property owner or
occupant who:

(1) Did not plant or grow or cause Bamboo to be planted or grown on his property; and



(2) Has provided satisfactory proof to the Town that, within a reasonable period of time
after discovering the encroachment of Bamboo onto the property from an adjoining or
neighboring property, advised the owner of such property of an objection to the
encroachment of the Bamboo; and

3) Has initiated steps against the owner or occupant of the adjoining or neighboring
property for the removal of the Bamboo from the property, including, without limitation
remedies at law or in equity, or both, or has initiated steps to effectively confine the Bamboo
is accordance with § 53-7, below.

LIMITING DISTANCE - 10 feet from any property line or within

(1) the right-of-way of any public or private road, including any Town, County, State or
Federal road or highway whether established by dedication, use or easement, explicit or
implied (collectively, a “Road”);

(2) Twenty-five feet of the edge of pavement or traveled way of any Road;

3) Twenty feet of any stormwater facilities within, adjacent to or serving any Road or
public or private improvements; or

4) Twenty-five feet of any utility lines, poles, transformers, or other fixtures or
appurtenances thereto.

§ 53-4. Presumption.

In the event Bamboo is found to have encroached upon, spread to, invaded or intruded upon
any other property or right-of-way, said species shall be presumed to be classified as "running
bamboo." This presumption shall be rebuttable.

§ 53-5. Applicability.

For the purposes of this Chapter, Bamboo found growing upon a property shall constitute
presumptive evidence that the Bamboo was planted and/or grown by and/or with the consent of the
owner or occupant of such property.

§ 53-6. Planting of Running Bamboo prohibited.

Upon and after the effective date of this Chapter the planting of running bamboo shall be
prohibited within the Town. Any person who thereafter plants or causes to be planted running
bamboo within the Town shall be deemed to be in violation of this Chapter and shall be subject to
such penalties as are set forth herein.

§ 53-7. Duty to confine bamboo.

Without limitation of the provisions of §53-6, above, in the event any species of Bamboo is
located upon any property within the Town, the Bamboo Owner or occupant of said property shall,
in accordance with the requirements of §53-8, below, confine such species to prevent the
encroachment, spread, invasion or intrusion of same within any Limiting Distance as defined herein.



§ 53-8. Regulation; owner responsibility.

A. Any bamboo that has been planted or otherwise permitted to grow on any property within
the Town prior to the effective date of this chapter may remain on such property subject to
compliance with this section.

B. Running bamboo shall not be maintained or otherwise be permitted to exist within any
limiting distance;

C. Any bamboo owner whose property contained running bamboo prior to the effective date
of this chapter shall remove and abate the growth of the running bamboo within any Limiting
Distance;

D. Any bamboo owner shall be responsible to ensure that any bamboo, other than running
bamboo, planted or growing on his property prior to the effective date of this chapter does not
encroach or grow within any Limiting Distance;

E. Any bamboo owner shall be required to take such measures as are reasonably expected to
prevent Bamboo planted or growing on his property from invading or growing onto adjoining or
neighboring properties or within any limiting distance. Such measures shall include, but not be
limited to, installation of sheathing impenetrable by bamboo at a sufficient depth to prevent the
spread of rhizomes, for the express purpose of preventing the growth or encroachment upon
adjoining or neighboring property by the bamboo. Sheathing must be installed at a minimum depth
of not less than three feet; and

F. The Town Board of the Town of Patterson may from time to time prescribe such rules and
regulations as may be necessary to give effect to this section.

§ 53-9. Removal from Town property.

A. Notice. In the event that bamboo growing on a bamboo owner's property invades or grows
on property that is owned or held by or on behalf of the Town, or grows within any limiting
distance, the Town Board, Code Enforcement Officer or its or his designee on behalf of the Town
shall notify the bamboo owner in writing of the violation of this chapter and that the bamboo owner
is responsible, at his sole cost and expense, for the removal of such bamboo from the Town property
or from within any limiting distance within 30 days from the delivery of such notice and for all other
costs and expenses related thereto. Such notice shall include specific reference to this chapter and
shall provide that the bamboo owner is responsible for restoration of all areas of the Town property
or other property disturbed in such removal to substantially the same condition as existed prior to
such removal; (i1) that the bamboo owner shall be responsible to indemnify and save the Town free
and harmless from any cost, expense, causes of action, liability and damages, including reasonable
attorney fees and disbursements, incurred in connection with or related directly or indirectly to such
removal; and (iii) that in the event that the removal work involves entry onto private property the
consent of the owner of that property is required prior to any entry upon or work on such other
property. Such 30 day period may be extended for good cause shown, as long as it can be
demonstrated that remedial measures have been started and diligently pursued and the delay is not
under the control of or due to the actions or inaction of the bamboo owner or other person to whom
the notice has been issued. The bamboo owner shall be liable and responsible to the Town for all
costs incurred by the Town in enforcing the provisions of this chapter. Such costs may be assessed
against the property of the bamboo owner.

B. Service of the notice. The notice shall be served either personally in accordance with the
CPLR or by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and addressed to the property
owner at the last address shown on the most current assessment roll or property tax bill, or to the
owner's agent at the last known address, or to the occupant of the property, or person having a vested



or contingent interest in the property as shown on the most current assessment roll and/or property
tax bill. A copy of the notice shall also be posted at and mailed to the bamboo owner's property.
Service of the notice shall be effective upon delivery.

C. Action upon noncompliance. Upon the failure, neglect or refusal of a bamboo owner or his
agent, or any other person or business entity occupying the premises to remove, remedy or abate the
bamboo violation within the specified period of time; or if the mailing is returned by the post office
because of the inability to make delivery for any reason, as long as the notice was properly
addressed, the Director of Code Enforcement or his designee may take enforcement action as
authorized by the Town Code and as may otherwise authorized by applicable law.

D. Any person or business entity who or which resists, obstructs or impedes the agents,
contractors, servants, officers and/or employees of the Town in the remediation or removal process
shall be in violation of this Chapter and shall be subject to the fines and penalties provided herein.

E. Liability for the costs of removal and/or abatement. The bamboo owner or his agent, and/or
the occupant of the property deemed to be in violation of this chapter shall be liable for the direct
and indirect costs of abating the violation and any nuisance created thereby and all expenses
incidental thereto, including but not limited to, an administrative fee equal to 25% of the total cost
of said removal, remediation and/or disposal process. Said administrative fee is intended to
reimburse the Town for the monies and time expended by its agents, contractors, servants, officers
and/or employees and attorney(s) in enforcing the provisions of this Chapter, curing any violations
hereof and abating any nuisance created thereby and collecting the sums due, including but not
limited to, notifying the appropriate party, certifying the amounts due to the Town, and/or charging
same against the property. The costs incurred by the Town as set forth herein shall be certified by
the Town Supervisor who shall mail written notice of such costs by certified or registered mail,
return receipt requested, to the owner of the premises at the last address shown on the most current
assessment role on file in the assessment and property tax records, or to the owner's agent at the last
known address, and/or to the occupant of the property at the location of the property. Said notice
shall further state that upon the failure of the bamboo owner , his agent, and/or the occupant to pay
such sums within 10 days of receipt of such written notice by cash, bank check, or money order,
shall be sufficient cause to add the amount due to the property tax bill without further notice.

F. Recovery of costs and tax lien. In the event the property owner, his agent and/or the occupier
of the land fails, refuses and/or neglects to pay the monies due and owing to the Town within said
ten-day period, or if the mailing is returned by the post office because of the inability to make
delivery for any reason, as long as the notice was properly addressed, such certification of costs shall
be provided to the Town Clerk who shall forthwith deliver a copy of same to the Town Assessor
who shall cause the costs as shown thereon to be charged against such lands without further notice.
The amount so charged shall forthwith become a lien against such lands and shall be added to and
become part of the taxes next to be assessed and levied upon such lands, the same to bear interest
at the same rate as taxes, and shall be collected and enforced by the same officers and in the same
manner as taxes.

§ 53-10. Replanting prohibited.
Any running bmboo either planted or caused to be planted or existing on a property prior to

the effective date of this chapter may not be replanted or replaced in kind once such running bamboo
is or has become, for any reason, dead, destroyed, uprooted or otherwise removed.

§ 53-11. Penalties for offenses.

A. In addition to any penalties heretofore mentioned, any person, firm or corporation violating
any of the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a violation which shall be punishable by a fine



of not less than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) nor more than three hundred and fifty dollars
($350) for a conviction of the first offense; for conviction of a second offense, both of which were
committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine of not less than three hundred and fifty
dollars ($350) nor more than seven hundred dollars ($700) or imprisonment for a period not to
exceed six months, or both, and upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense, all of which were
committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine not less than seven hundred dollars
($700) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six
months, or both. For the purpose of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers
generally, violations of this chapter or any part thereof shall be deemed a misdemeanor. Where a
notice of violation has been duly issued, each additional week shall constitute a separate additional
violation.

§ 53-12. Severability.

If any section, subsection, clause, phrase or other portion of this chapter is, for any reason,
declared invalid, in whole or in part, by any court, agency, commission, legislative body or other
authority of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and
independent portion. Such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof,
which other portions shall continue in full force and effect.



§ 55-1.
§ 55-2.
§ 55-3.
§ 55-4.
§ 55-5.
§ 55-6.
§ 55-7.
§ 55-8.
§ 55-9.
§ 55-10.
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§ 55-12.
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Chapter 55
BINGO
Conduct authorized.
Sunday games.
Compliance with statutory and chapter provisions.
License required.
Rental agreements.
Suppliers of equipment.
Use of proceeds.
Single prize limit.
Total prize limit.
Management or operation of game.

Remuneration for operation or management prohibited. § 55-12. Penalties for
offenses.

Penalties for offenses.

Statutory amendments.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 8-8-79 as Ord. No. 2-
1979. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Games of chance - See Ch. 94.



§ 55-1. Conduct authorized.

It shall be lawful for any authorized organization, as defined in §476 of the General
Municipal Law, upon obtaining the required license, to conduct the game of bingo within the
territorial limits of the Town of Patterson, subject to the provisions of this chapter, Article 14 H of
the General Municipal Law and Article 19-B of the Executive Law.

1 Editor's Note: The ordinance adopted on May 2.1958, was approved by the electors of the
town on May 31, 1958.

§ 55-2. Sunday games.

The game of bingo conducted within the Town pursuant to a license issued in accordance
with this chapter and the applicable statutes may be operated by authorized organizations on the first
day of the week, commonly known as "Sunday".

§ 55-3. Compliance with statutory and chapter provisions.

The procedure for the issuing of licenses therefor, the conduct of the game, the restrictions
and regulations governing the same and all other matters pertaining thereto shall be the same as
described in said Article 14-H of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York and shall also
comply with each and every provision of this chapter.

§ 55-4. License required.

No person, firm, association, corporation or organization other than a licensee under the
provisions of Article 14-H of the General Municipal Law shall conduct such game or shall lease or
otherwise make available for conducting bingo a hall or other premises for any consideration
whatsoever, direct or indirect.

§ 55-5. Rental agreements.

No bingo games shall be held, operated or conducted on or within any leased premises if
rental under such lease is to be paid, wholly or partly, on the basis of a percentage of the receipts
or net profits derived from the operation of such game.

§ 55-6. Suppliers of equipment.

No authorized organization licensed under the provisions of Article 14-H of the General
Municipal Law shall purchase or receive any supplies or equipment specifically designed or adapted
for use in the conduct of bingo games from other than a supplier licensed under the Bingo Control
Law or except from another authorized organization.

§ 55-7. Use of proceeds.

The entire net proceeds of any game of bingo and of any rental shall be exclusively devoted

to the lawful purposes of the organization permitted to conduct the same.

§ 55-8. Single prize limit.

No prize shall exceed the sum or value of one thousand dollars ($1,000.) in any single game
of bingo.



§ 55-9. Total prize limit.

No series of prizes on any one (1) bingo occasion shall aggregate more than three thousand
dollars ($3,000.).

§ 55-10. Management or operation of game.

No person except a bona fide member of any authorized organization shall participate in the
management or operation of such game.

§ 55-11. Remuneration for operation or management prohibited.

No person shall receive any remuneration for participating in the management or operation
of any game of bingo.

§ 55-12. Penalties for offenses.

The unauthorized conduct of a bingo game and any willful violation of any provision of this
chapter shall constitute and be punishable as a Class A misdemeanor and punishable by a fine which
shall not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.) or imprisonment for a term not exceeding one (1)
year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

§ 55-13. Statutory amendments.

Any amendments or changes in said Article 14-H of the General Municipal Law of the State

of New York which may hereafter be made by the Legislature of the State of New York and which

shall be applicable to the Town of Patterson shall become and be a part of this chapter and effective
at the time such amendments or changes become generally effective in the State of New York.



Chapter 61
BOATS
§ 61-1. Legislative intent.
§ 61-2. Definitions.
§ 61-3. Operation of motorboats restricted.
§ 614. Penalties for offenses.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 10-10-62 as Town Ord.
No. XVI. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Peace and good order -- See Ch. 117.

§ 61-1. Legislative intent.

By the enactment of this chapter, the Town Board of the Town of Patterson pursuant to § 130
of the Town Law declares its intent in so doing to be to regulate and control the operation of boats
on the waters of the Town of Patterson.

§ 61-2. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

BOAT or VESSEL - Includes every description of watercraft or other contrivance sed on or
capable of being used as a means of transportation in water.

MOTORBOAT - Includes any boat that is propelled other than by oar, paddle, sail or by
hand.

PERSON - Any individual, association, partnership, corporation or other body, group or unit
or combination thereof.

§ 61-3. Operation of motorboats restricted.

No person shall operate a motorboat as defined in this chapter upon the waters of the Town
of Patterson except when used for emergency purposes by police and other persons authorized by
the Town Board. All emergency motorboats and other authorized motorboats shall fly a white
triangular flag for identification purposes denoting said emergency and authorizations.

§ 61-4. Penalties for offenses. [Amended 9-10-80 by L.L. No. 3-1980]

Any person committing an offense against any of the provisions of this chapter, as the case
may be, shall be guilty of a violation under the Penal Law and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
punishable for each offense by a fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.) or by
imprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) days, or both.



Chapter 64

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION
§ 64-1. Purpose and Intent
§ 64.2. Definitions
§ 64-3. Director of Codes Enforcement and Inspectors.
§ 64-4. Acting Director of Codes Enforcement; contract services.
§ 64-5. Restrictions on officers and employees; exceptions.
§ 64-6. Records and reports.
§ 64.-7. Building Permits.
§ 64-8. Construction Inspections.
§ 64-9. Stop Work Orders.
§ 64-10. Certificates of Occupancy.
§ 64-11. Notification Regarding Fire or Explosion.
§ 64-12. Unsafe Buildings and Structures.
§ 64-13. Operating Permits.
§ 64-14. Fire Safety and Property Maintenance Inspections.
§ 64-14.1 Elevators.
§ 64-15. Demolition Permits
§ 64-16. Complaints.
§ 64-17. Record Keeping.
§ 64-18. Program Review and Reporting.
§ 64-19. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.
§ 64-20. Fees
§ 64-21. Intermunicipal Agreements.
§ 64-22. Severability.
§ 64-23. Effective Date.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 3-10-1993 by L.L. No. 2-
1993.1 Amended in its entirety 1-10-07 by L.L. No. 2 -2007. Amended in its entirety 5-23-2007
by L.L. No. 8-2007. Amendments noted where applicable.]



1 Editor’s Note: This local law replaced a resolution adopted June 2, 1961, which accepted the applicability of the State
Building Construction Code for the Town of Patterson. to be effective August 1, 1961.

GENERAL REFERENCES
Blasting - See Ch. 58.
Unsafe buildings - See Ch. 67.
Fire prevention - See Ch. 90.
Flood damage prevention - See Ch. 91.
Subdivision of land - See Ch. 138.
Zoning - See Ch. 154.

§ 64-1. Purpose and Intent

This local law provides for the administration and enforcement of the New York State
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (the Uniform Code) and the State Energy Conservation
Construction Code (the Energy Code) in the Town of Patterson. This local law is adopted pursuant
to section 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. Except as otherwise provided in the Uniform Code,
other state law, or other section of this local law, all buildings, structures, and premises, regardless
of use or occupancy, are subject to the provisions this chapter.

§ 64.2. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

BUILDING PERMIT- shall mean a permit issued pursuant to Section 64-7 of this chapter. The term
Building Permit shall also include a Building Permit which is renewed, amended or extended
pursuant to any provision of this chapter.

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY - A certificate issued pursuant to §64-10.F of this chapter.

DIRECTOR OF CODES ENFORCEMENT - shall mean the Director of Codes Enforcement
appointed pursuant to subdivision (B) of Section 64-3 of this chapter.

CODE ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL - Includes the Director of Codes Enforcement and all
Inspectors.

COMPLIANCE ORDER - An order issued by the Director of Codes Enforcement pursuant to §64-
19.B of this chapter.

DEMOLITION - - Any act or process that destroys, removes or deconstructs more than twenty-five
percent (25%) of any building or structure, or that destroys, removes or deconstructs any structural
component or load bearing wall of a building or structure.

ENERGY CODE - The State Energy Conservation Construction Code, as currently in effect and as
hereafter amended from time to time.

INSPECTOR - An inspector appointed pursuant to §64-3.C of this chapter.
OPERATING PERMIT - A permit issued pursuant to §64-13 of this chapter. The term “Operating
Permit” shall also include an Operating Permit which is renewed, amended or extended pursuant to

any provision of this chapter.

PERMIT HOLDER - The Person to whom a Building Permit has been issued.



PERSON - Includes an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, limited
partnership, business trust, estate, trust, association, or any other legal or commercial entity of any
kind or description.

STOP WORK ORDER - An order issued pursuant to section 6 of this chapter.
TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE - A certificate issued pursuant to §64-10.H of this chapter.
TOWN - The Town of Patterson.

UNIFORM CODE - The New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, as currently
in effect and as hereafter amended from time to time.

§ 64-3. Director of Codes Enforcement and Inspectors.

A. The office of Director of Codes Enforcement is hereby created. The Director of Codes
Enforcement, shall administer and enforce all the provisions of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code
and this chapter. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall have the following powers and duties:

(1) To receive, review, and approve or disapprove applications for Building Permits,
Certificates of Occupancy, Temporary Certificates and Operating Permits, and the plans,
specifications and construction documents submitted with such applications;

(2) Upon approval of such applications, to issue Building Permits, Certificates of
Occupancy, Temporary Certificates and Operating Permits, and to include in Building
Permits, Certificates of Occupancy, Temporary Certificates and Operating Permits such
terms and conditions as the Director of Codes Enforcement may determine to be appropriate;

3) To conduct construction inspections, inspections to be made prior to the issuance of
Certificates of Occupancy, Temporary Certificates and Operating Permits, fire safety and
property maintenance inspections, inspections incidental to the investigation of complaints,
and all other inspections required or permitted under any provision of this chapter;

(4) To issue Stop Work Orders;

(%) To review and investigate complaints;

(6) To issue orders or violations pursuant to §64-19, Enforcement; penalties for offenses
of this chapter;

(7) To maintain records;

(8) To collect fees as set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board of the Town
of Patterson;

9) To pursue administrative enforcement actions and proceedings;

(10)  Inconsultation with the Town attorney, to pursue such legal actions and proceedings
as may be necessary to enforce the Uniform Code, the Energy Code and this chapter, or to
abate or correct conditions not in compliance with the Uniform Code, the Energy Code or
this chapter; and

(11)  To exercise all other powers and fulfill all other duties conferred upon the Director
of Codes Enforcement by this chapter.



B. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall be appointed by resolution of the Town Board of
the Town of Patterson. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall possess background experience
related to building construction or fire prevention and shall, within the time prescribed by law,
obtain such basic training, in-service training, advanced in-service training and other training as the
State of New York shall require for code enforcement personnel, and the Director of Codes
Enforcement shall obtain certification from the State Fire Administrator pursuant to the Executive
Law and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

C. One or more Inspectors may be appointed by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson to
act under the supervision and direction of the Director of Codes Enforcement and to assist the
Director of Codes Enforcement in the exercise of the powers and fulfillment of the duties conferred
upon the Director of Codes Enforcement by this chapter. Each Inspector shall, within the time
prescribed by law, obtain such basic training, in-service training, advanced in-service training and
other training as the State of New York shall require for code enforcement personnel, and each
Inspector shall obtain certification from the State Fire Administrator pursuant to the Executive Law
and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

D. The compensation for the Director of Codes Enforcement and Inspectors shall be fixed from
time to time by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson.

§ 64-4. Acting Director of Codes Enforcement and contract services.

A. In the absence of the Director of Codes Enforcement or in the case of the Director of Codes
Enforcement’s inability to act for any reason, the Town Board shall designate a person to act on
behalf of the Director of Codes Enforcement and to exercise all of the powers conferred upon that
office by this chapter. Such Acting Director of Codes Enforcement shall have the training and
experience necessary to meet the minimum standards for Uniform Code Enforcement personnel
established by New York State.

B. The Town Board does hereby establish the authority to negotiate a contract with a qualified
independent contractor to provide specific services relative to the administration of the New York
State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. The negotiated contract shall be approved by a
majority vote of the Town Board. The contractor shall perform inspections as provided for in this
chapter and shall review applications for building permits and certificates of occupancy and shall
advise the Director of Codes Enforcement or Inspectors when such permits or certificates of
occupancy should be issued.

§ 64-5. Restrictions on officers and employees; exceptions.

No officer or employee of the Building Department shall engage in any activity inconsistent
with the duties or with the interests of the Building Department or, during the term of office or
employment, be engaged directly or indirectly in any building business, in the furnishing of labor,
material or appliances for the construction, alteration or maintenance of a building or in the
preparation of plans or specifications thereof within the town. This provision shall not prohibit any
officer or employee from such activities in connection with the construction of a building or
structure owned by the officer or employee and not constructed for sale. The Town Board may
permit an exception in special circumstances where acceptable code inspection services are provided
by an outside agency or inspector.

§ 64-6. Records and reports.

A. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall keep permanent official records in the form and
manner approved by the Town Board of all transactions and activities conducted by the Building



Department, including all applications received, plans approved and denied, permits and certificates
issued, fees charged and collected, inspection reports, all rules and regulations promulgated and
notices and orders issued. All such records shall be public records open to public inspection during
normal business hours pursuant to the Public Officers Law.

B. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall submit to the Town Board a monthly written report
of all activity and business conducted by the Building Department detailing the activities specified
in Subsection A.

§ 64.-7. Building Permits.

A. Building Permits Required. Except as otherwise provided in Subsection B of this section,
a Building Permit shall be required for any work which must conform to the Uniform Code and/or
the Energy Code, including, but not limited to, the construction, enlargement, alteration,
improvement, removal, relocation or demolition of any building or structure or any portion thereof,
and the installation of a solid fuel burning heating appliance, chimney or flue in any dwelling unit.
No Person shall commence any work for which a Building Permit is required without first having
obtained a Building Permit from the Director of Codes Enforcement.

B. Exemptions. No Building Permit shall be required for work in any of the following
categories:

(1) Construction or installation of one story detached structure associated with one- or
two-family dwellings or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) which are used for
tool and storage sheds, playhouses or similar uses, provided the gross floor area does not
exceed 144 square feet (13.88 square meters);

(2) Installation of swings and other playground equipment associated with a one- or
two-family dwelling or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses);

3) Installation of swimming pools associated with a one- or two-family dwelling or
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) where such pools are designed for a water
depth of less than 24 inches and are installed entirely above ground,

(4) Installation of fences which are not part of an enclosure surrounding a swimming
pool;

(%) Construction of retaining walls unless such walls support a surcharge or impound
Class I, II or IIIA liquids;

(6) Construction of temporary motion picture, television and theater stage sets and
scenery;

(7) Installation of window awnings supported by an exterior wall of a one- or two-family
dwelling or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses);

(8) Installation of partitions or movable cases less than 5'-9" in height;
9) Painting, wallpapering, tiling, carpeting, or other similar finish work;

(10) Installation of listed portable electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilation or cooling
equipment or appliances;

(11) Replacement of any equipment provided the replacement does not alter the
equipments listing or render it inconsistent with the equipments original specifications; or



(12)  Repairs, provided that such repairs do not involve :

(a) The removal or cutting away of a loadbearing wall, partition, or portion
thereof, or of any structural beam or load bearing component;

(b) The removal or change of any required means of egress, or the rearrangement
of parts of a structure in a manner which affects egress;

(©) The enlargement, alteration, replacement or relocation of any building
system; or

(d) The removal from service of all or part of a fire protection system for any
period of time.

C. Exemption not deemed authorization to perform non-compliant work. The exemption from
the requirement to obtain a building permit for work in any category set forth in subdivision (B) of
this section shall not be deemed an authorization for work to be performed in violation of the
Uniform Code or the Energy Code.

D. Applications for Building Permits. Applications for a Building Permit shall be made in
writing on a form provided by or otherwise acceptable to the Director of Codes Enforcement. The
application shall be signed by the owner of the property where the work is to be performed or an
authorized agent of the owner. The application shall include such information as the Director of
Codes Enforcement deems sufficient to permit a determination by the Director of Codes
Enforcement that the intended work complies with all applicable requirements of the Uniform Code
and the Energy Code. The application shall include or be accompanied by the following information
and documentation:

(1) A brief description of the proposed work;

(2) The tax map number and the street address of the premises where the work is to be
performed;

3) The occupancy classification of any affected building or structure;

(4) Where applicable, a statement of special inspections prepared in accordance with the
provisions of the Uniform Code; and

(%) Where applicable at least 3 sets of construction documents (drawings and/or
specifications) which:

(a)  Define the scope of the proposed work;

(b) Are prepared by a New York State registered architect or licensed
professional engineer where so required by the Education Law, and bear the stamp
of the licensed professional who prepared the drawings;

(©) Indicate with sufficient clarity and detail the nature and extent of the work
proposed;

(d) Substantiate that the proposed work will comply with the Uniform Code and
the Energy Code; and

(e) Where applicable, include a site plan that shows any existing and proposed
buildings and structures on the site, the location of any existing or proposed well or
septic system, the location of the intended work, and the distances between the



buildings and structures and the lot lines.
(6) A description of the land on which the proposed work is to be done.

(7) A statement of the use or occupancy of all parts of the land and of the building or
structure, both existing and proposed.

(8) The estimated cost of the proposed work with appropriate substantiation.

9) The full name and address of the owner and the applicant and the names and
addresses of their responsible officers, if any of them are corporations.

E. Additional information to accompany each application.

(1) Plans and specifications. Each application for a building permit shall be
accompanied by three (3) copies of a survey, prepared by a surveyor licensed in the State of
New York, drawn to scale and showing the location and size of all proposed new
construction and all existing structures, wetlands and watercourses on the site, distance from
lot lines, the relationship of structures on adjoining property, widths and grades of adjoining
streets, walks and alleys and, where required by the Director of Codes Enforcement, details
of structural, mechanical and electrical work, including computations, stress diagrams and
other essential technical data. Plans and specifications shall bear the signature of the person
responsible for the design and drawings and shall be in compliance with the requirements
of the New York State Education Law for submission of plans. In the sole discretion of the
Director of Codes Enforcement, the necessity of submitting a survey may be waived, in
whole or in part when the submission of a survey would result in an unnecessary hardship.

(2) Each application for a building permit shall be accompanied by written evidence of
all required regulatory approvals and bonds.

3) Where the building permit is for an activity that is part of a common plan of
development that results in land disturbance of one or more acres, a copy of the Notice of
Intent and the contractor’s certification, as required by the New York State General Permit
for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity Permit No. GP-02-01, from each
contractor or sub-contractor that will be responsible for completing any of the measures
identified in a stormwater pollution prevention plan or erosion and sediment control plan.

F. Construction documents. Construction documents will not be accepted as part of an
application for a Building Permit unless they satisfy the requirements set forth in Subsection D(5)
of this section. Construction documents which are accepted as part of the application for a Building
Permit shall be marked as accepted by the Director of Codes Enforcement in writing or by stamp.
One set of the accepted construction documents shall be retained by the Director of Codes
Enforcement, and one set of the accepted construction documents shall be returned to the applicant
to be kept at the work site so as to be available for use by the Code Enforcement Personnel.
However, the return of a set of accepted construction documents to the applicant shall not be
construed as authorization to commence work, nor as an indication that a Building Permit will be
issued. Work shall not be commenced until and unless a Building Permit is issued.

G. Issuance of Building Permits. An application for a Building Permit shall be examined to
ascertain whether the proposed work is in compliance with the applicable requirements of the
Uniform Code and Energy Code. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall issue a Building Permit
if the proposed work is in compliance with the applicable requirements of the Uniform Code and
Energy Code.



H. Building Permits to be displayed. Building permits shall be visibly displayed at the work site
and shall remain visible until the authorized work has been completed.

L. Work to be in accordance with construction documents. All work shall be performed in
accordance with the construction documents which were submitted with and accepted as part of the
application for the Building Permit. The Building Permit shall contain such a directive. The Permit
Holder shall immediately notify the Director of Codes Enforcement of any change occurring during
the course of the work. The Building Permit shall contain such a directive. If the Director of Codes
Enforcement determines that such change warrants a new or amended Building Permit, such change
shall not be made until and unless a new or amended Building Permit reflecting such change is
issued.

J. Time limits. Building Permits shall become invalid unless the authorized work is
commenced within six (6) months following the date of issuance. Building Permits shall expire
twelve (12) months after the date of issuance. A Building Permit which has become invalid or which
has expired pursuant to this subdivision may be renewed upon application by the Permit Holder,
payment of the applicable fee, and approval of the application by the Director of Codes
Enforcement. In the event the Permit Holder’s Putnam County Health Department’s approval
expires, or any other approval upon which issuance of the building permit is predicated expires or
becomes null and void, the building permit issued by the Director of Codes Enforcement shall
become invalid.

K. Revocation or suspension of Building Permits. If the Director of Codes Enforcement
determines that a Building Permit was issued in error because of incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete
information, or that the work for which a Building Permit was issued violates the Uniform Code or
the Energy Code, the Director of Codes Enforcement shall revoke the Building Permit or suspend
the Building Permit until such time as the Permit Holder demonstrates that (1) all work then
completed is in compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Code and the Energy Code
and (2) all work then proposed to be performed shall be in compliance with all applicable provisions
of the Uniform Code and the Energy Code.

L. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in §64-20,

Fees of this chapter must be paid at the time of submission of an application for a Building Permit,
for an amended Building Permit, or for renewal of a Building Permit.

§ 64-8. Construction Inspections.
A. Work to remain accessible and exposed. Work shall remain accessible and exposed until
inspected and accepted by the Director of Codes Enforcement or by an Inspector authorized by the
Director of Codes Enforcement. The Permit Holder shall notify the Director of Codes Enforcement
when any element of work described in Subsection B of this section is ready for inspection.
B. Elements of work to be inspected. The following elements of the construction process shall
be inspected , where applicable:
(1) Work-site prior to the issuance of a Building Permit including, but not limited to
verification of location of structures, and compliance with Town of Patterson Codes;
(2) Footing and foundation;

3) Preparation for concrete slab;

4) Framing;



(%) Building systems, including underground and rough-in;

(6) Fire resistant construction;

(7) Fire resistant penetrations;

(8) Solid fuel burning heating appliances, chimneys, flues or gas vents;
9) Energy Code compliance (insulation); and

(10) A final inspection after all work authorized by the Building Permit has been
completed.

C. Inspection results. After inspection, the work or a portion thereof shall be noted as
satisfactory as completed, or the Permit Holder shall be notified as to where the work fails to comply
with the Uniform Code or Energy Code. Work not in compliance with any applicable provision of
the Uniform Code or Energy Code shall remain exposed until such work shall have been brought
into

compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Code and the Energy Code, reinspected,
and found satisfactory as completed.

D. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in §64-20,
Fees of this chapter must be paid prior to or at the time of each inspection performed pursuant to this
section.

§ 64-9. Stop Work Orders.

A. Authority to issue. The Director of Codes Enforcement is authorized to issue Stop Work
Orders pursuant to this section. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall issue a Stop Work Order
to halt:

(1) Any work that is determined by the Director of Codes Enforcement to be contrary
to any applicable provision of the Uniform Code or Energy Code, without regard to whether
such work is or is not work for which a Building Permit is required, and without regard to
whether a Building Permit has or has not been issued for such work, or

(2) Any work that is being conducted in a dangerous or unsafe manner in the opinion of
the Director of Codes Enforcement, without regard to whether such work is or is not work
for which a Building Permit is required, and without regard to whether a Building Permit has
or has not been issued for such work, or

3) Any work for which a Building Permit is required which is being performed without
the required Building Permit, or under a Building Permit that has become invalid, has
expired, or has been suspended or revoked.

B. Content of Stop Work Orders. Stop Work Orders shall be in writing, be dated and signed by
the Director of Codes Enforcement, state the reason or reasons for issuance, and if applicable, state
the conditions which must be satisfied before work will be permitted to resume.

C. Service of Stop Work Orders. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall cause the Stop Work
Order, or a copy thereof, to be served on the owner of the affected property (and, if the owner is not
the Permit Holder, on the Permit Holder) personally or by certified mail, return receipt requested.
The Director of Codes Enforcement shall be permitted, but not required, to cause the Stop Work
Order, or a copy thereof, to be served on any builder, architect, tenant, contractor, subcontractor,



construction superintendent, or their agents, or any other Person taking part or assisting in work
affected by the Stop Work Order, personally or by certified mail, return receipt requested; provided,
however, that failure to serve any Person mentioned in this sentence shall not affect the efficacy of
the Stop Work Order.

D. Effect of Stop Work Order. Upon the issuance of a Stop Work Order, the owner of the
affected property, the Permit Holder and any other Person performing, taking part in or assisting in
the work shall immediately cease all work which is the subject of the Stop Work Order.

E. Remedy not exclusive. The issuance of a Stop Work Order shall not be the exclusive remedy
available to address any event described in subdivision (a) of this section, and the authority to issue
a Stop Work Order shall be in addition to, and not in substitution for or limitation of, the right and
authority to pursue any other remedy or impose any other penalty under §64-19, Violations of this
chapter or under any other applicable chapter or State law. Any such other remedy or penalty may
be pursued at any time, whether prior to, at the time of, or after the issuance of a Stop Work Order.

§ 64-10. Certificates of Occupancy.

A. Certificates of Occupancy required. A Certificate of Occupancy shall be required for any
work which is the subject of a Building Permit and for all structures, buildings, or portions thereof,
which are converted from one use or occupancy classification or subclassification to another.
Permission to use or occupy a building or structure, or portion thereof, for which a Building Permit
was previously issued shall be granted only by issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.

B. Prior to issuing a certificate of occupancy, the Director of Codes Enforcement shall require
written evidence of all regulatory approvals and bonds and shall examine or cause to be examined
all buildings, structures and sites for which an application has been filed for a building permit to
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, demolish or change the use or occupancy, and an authorized
Director of Codes Enforcement may conduct such inspections as is appropriate from time to time
during and upon completion of the work for which a building permit has been issued. There shall
be maintained in the Building Department a record of all such examinations and inspections,
together with a record of findings of violations of the law. When the authorized Director of Codes
Enforcement determines that the structure complies in full with the provisions of this chapter and
the codes of the Town of Patterson and, in the case where required, a site plan approved by the
Planning Board, whose site improvements have been completed and duly certified by the Town
Engineer and acknowledged by the Planning Board, the authorized Director of Codes Enforcement,
upon written request by the owner on forms supplied by the Director of Codes Enforcement and
subject to receipt of the following items, shall issue in the name of the owner a certificate of
occupancy, specifying in detail the provisions and conditions of any land use approvals where
appropriate:

(1) Certificate of construction compliance issued by the Putnam County Department of
Health, guaranty of septic system, well log and as-built drawing of septic system.

(2) Certification of electrical installation by the New York State Board of Fire
Underwriters or other electrical inspection agency as approved by the Town Board of the
Town of Patterson.

3) Final survey showing completed construction as prepared by a surveyor licensed by
the State of New York.

(4) Certificate of compliance for completed driveway issued by the appropriate Highway
Department.

C. Tests. Whenever there are reasonable grounds to believe that any material, construction,



equipment or assembly does not conform to the requirements of the New York State Uniform Fire
Prevention and Building Code and other applicable building laws or regulations, the Director of
Codes Enforcement may require the same to be subjected to tests in order to furnish proof of such
compliance.

D. All fees, charges, assessments and taxes, including but not limited to recreation fees, water
or sewer tap-in fees, planning and zoning fees, and improvement and inspection fees due and owing
to the town, must be paid prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

E. Where access to or within a structure or an area is restricted because of secured openings or
where immediate access is necessary for life-saving or firefighting purposes, or at all commercial
businesses, or for all non-residential common areas at multifamily housing complexes, the Director
of Codes Enforcement is authorized to require a key box (a.k.a.Knox Box®) to be installed in an
approved location

F. Issuance of Certificates of Occupancy. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall issue a
Certificate of Occupancy if Subsections B through F of this section have been satisfactorily
completed, if the work which was the subject of the Building Permit was completed in accordance
with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Code and Energy Code and, if applicable, that the
structure, building or portion thereof that was converted from one use or occupancy classification
or subclassification to another complies with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Code and
Energy Code. The Director of Codes Enforcement or an Inspector authorized by the Director of
Codes Enforcement shall inspect the building, structure or work prior to the issuance of a Certificate
of Occupancy. In addition, where applicable, the following documents, prepared in accordance with
the provisions of the Uniform Code by such person or persons as may be designated by or otherwise
acceptable to the Director of Codes Enforcement, at the expense of the applicant for the Certificate
of Occupancy, shall be provided to the Director of Codes Enforcement prior to the issuance of the
Certificate of Occupancy:

(1) A written statement of structural observations and/or a final report of special
inspections, and

(2) Flood hazard certifications.

G. Contents of Certificates of Occupancy. A Certificate of Occupancy shall contain the
following information:

(1) The Building Permit number, if any;
(2) The date of issuance of the Building Permit, if any;
3) The name, address and tax map number of the property;

(4) If the Certificate of Occupancy is not applicable to an entire structure, a description
of that portion of the structure for which the Certificate of Occupancy is issued;

(%) The use and occupancy classification of the structure;
(6) The type of construction of the structure;
(7) The assembly occupant load of the structure, if any;

(8) If an automatic sprinkler system is provided, a notation as to whether the sprinkler
system is required;

9) Any special conditions imposed in connection with the issuance of the Building



Permit; and

(10)  The signature of the Director of Codes Enforcement issuing the Certificate of
Occupancy and the date of issuance.

H. Temporary Certificate. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall be permitted to issue a
Temporary Certificate allowing the temporary occupancy of a building or structure, or a portion
thereof, except for a building, or any portion of a building used for residential occupation, prior to
completion of the work which is the subject of a Building Permit. However, in no event shall the
Director of Codes Enforcement issue a Temporary Certificate unless the Director of Codes
Enforcement determines that the building or structure, or the portion thereof covered by the
Temporary Certificate, may be occupied safely, that any fire- and smoke-detecting or fire protection
equipment which has been installed is operational, and that all required means of egress from the
building or structure have been provided. The Director of Codes Enforcement may include in a
Temporary Certificate such terms and conditions as he or she deems necessary or appropriate to
ensure safety or to further the purposes and intent of the Uniform Code. A Temporary Certificate
shall be effective for a period of time, not to exceed six ( 6) months, which shall be determined by
the Director of Codes Enforcement and specified in the Temporary Certificate. During the specified
period of effectiveness of the Temporary Certificate, the Permit Holder shall undertake to bring the
building or structure into full compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Code and
the Energy Code.

L. Revocation or suspension of certificates. If the Director of Codes Enforcement determines
that a Certificate of Occupancy or a Temporary Certificate was issued in error because of incorrect,
inaccurate or incomplete information, and if the relevant deficiencies are not corrected to the
satisfaction of the Director of Codes Enforcement within such period of time as shall be specified
by the Director of Codes Enforcement, the Director of Codes Enforcement shall revoke or suspend
such certificate.

J. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in §64-20,
Fees of this chapter must be paid at the time of submission of an application for a Certificate of
Occupancy or for Temporary Certificate.

§ 64-11. Notification Regarding Fire or Explosion.

The chief of any fire department providing fire fighting services for a property within the
Town of Patterson shall promptly notify the Director of Codes Enforcement of any fire or explosion
involving any structural damage, fuel burning appliance, chimney or gas vent.

§ 64-12. Unsafe Buildings and Structures.

Unsafe structures and equipment in the Town of Patterson shall be identified and addressed
in accordance with the procedures established by Chapter 67 of the Town Code of the Town of
Patterson, as now in effect or as hereafter amended from time to time.

§ 64-13. Operating Permits.

A. Operation Permits required. Operating Permits shall be required for conducting the activities
or using the categories of buildings listed below:

(1) Manufacturing, storing or handling hazardous materials in quantities exceeding those
listed in Tables 2703.1.1(1), 2703.1.1(2), 2703.1.1(3) or 2703.1.1(4) in the publication
entitled Fire Code of New York State and incorporated by reference in 19 NYCRR section
1225.1;



(2) Hazardous processes and activities, including but not limited to, commercial and
industrial operations which produce combustible dust as a byproduct, fruit and crop ripening,
and waste handling;

3) Use of pyrotechnic devices in assembly occupancies;

(4) Buildings containing one or more areas of public assembly with an occupant load of
100 persons or more; and

(%) Buildings whose use or occupancy classification may pose a substantial potential
hazard to public safety, as determined by resolution adopted by the Town Board of the Town
of Patterson.

(6) Any person who proposes to undertake any activity or to operate any type of building
listed in this Subsection A shall be required to obtain an Operating Permit prior to
commencing such activity or operation.

B. Applications for Operating Permits. An application for an Operating Permit shall be in
writing on a form provided by or otherwise acceptable to the Director of Codes Enforcement. Such
application shall include such information as the Director of Codes Enforcement deems sufficient
to permit a determination by the Director of Codes Enforcement that quantities, materials, and
activities conform to the requirements of the Uniform Code. If the Director of Codes Enforcement
determines that tests or reports are necessary to verify conformance, such tests or reports shall be
performed or provided by such person or persons as may be designated by or otherwise acceptable
to the Director of Codes Enforcement, at the expense of the applicant.

C. Inspections. The Director of Codes Enforcement or an Inspector authorized by the Director
of Codes Enforcement shall inspect the subject premises prior to the issuance of an Operating
Permit.

D. Multiple Activities. In any circumstance in which more than one activity listed in Subsection
A of this section is to be conducted at a location, the Director of Codes Enforcement may require
a separate Operating Permit for each such activity, or the Director of Codes Enforcement may, in
his or her discretion, issue a single Operating Permit to apply to all such activities.

E. Duration of Operating Permits. Operating permits shall be issued for such period of time,
not to exceed one year in the case of any Operating Permit issued for an area of public assembly and
not to exceed three years in any other case, as shall be determined by the Director of Codes
Enforcement to be consistent with local conditions. The effective period of each Operating Permit
shall be specified in the Operating Permit. An Operating Permit may be reissued or renewed upon
application to the Director of Codes Enforcement, payment of the applicable fee, and approval of
such application by the Director of Codes Enforcement.

F. Revocation or suspension of Operating Permits. If the Director of Codes Enforcement
determines that any activity or building for which an Operating Permit was issued does not
comply with any applicable provision of the Uniform Code, such Operating Permit shall be
revoked or suspended.

G. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in §64-20
Fees of this chapter must be paid at the time submission of an application for an Operating Permit,
for an amended Operating Permit, or for reissue or renewal of an Operating Permit.



§ 64-14. Fire Safety and Property Maintenance Inspections.

A. Inspections required. Fire safety and property maintenance inspections of buildings and
structures shall be performed by the Director of Codes Enforcement or an Inspector designated by
the Director of Codes Enforcement at the following intervals:

(1) Fire safety and property maintenance inspections of buildings or structures which
contain an area of public assembly shall be performed at least once every twelve (12)
months.

(2) Fire safety and property maintenance inspections of buildings or structures being
occupied as dormitories shall be performed at least once every twelve (12) months.

3) Fire safety and property maintenance inspections of all multiple dwellings not
included in Subsection A(1) or (2) of this subdivision, and all non-residential buildings,
structures, uses and occupancies not included in Subsection A(1) or (2) shall be performed
not less than once every twenty-four months.

B. Inspections permitted.

(1) In addition to the inspections required by Subsection A of this Section, a fire safety
and property maintenance inspection of any building, structure, use, or occupancy, or of any
dwelling unit, may also be performed by the Director of Codes Enforcement or an Inspector
designated by the Director of Codes Enforcement at any time upon:

(a) the request of the owner of the property to be inspected or an authorized
agent of such owner;

(b) receipt by the Director of Codes Enforcement of a written statement alleging
that conditions or activities failing to comply with the Uniform Code or Energy Code
exist; or

(©) receipt by the Director of Codes Enforcement of any other information,
reasonably believed by the Director of Codes Enforcement to be reliable, giving rise
to reasonable cause to believe that conditions or activities failing to comply with the
Uniform Code or Energy Code exist;

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as permitting an inspection under any
circumstances under which a court order or warrant permitting such inspection is required,
unless such court order or warrant shall have been obtained.

C. OFPC Inspections. Nothing in this section or in any other provision of this chapter shall
supersede, limit or impair the powers, duties and responsibilities of the New York State Office of
Fire Prevention and Control (OFPC) and the New York State Fire Administrator under Executive
Law §156-e and Education Law §807-b.

§ 64-14.1. Elevators. [Added 6-27-2012 by L.L. No. 4-2012]

A. Where passenger elevators are provided in commercial buildings, at least one elevator shall
be provided for fire department emergency access to all floors. The elevator car shall be of such a
size and arrangement as to accommodate an ambulance stretcher 24-inch by 84-inch with not less
than 5 inch radius corners, in the horizontal, open position and shall be identified by the international
symbol for emergency medical services (star of life). The symbol shall not be less than 3 inches high
and shall be placed inside on both sides of the hoistway door frame. The elevator shall have a



minimum weight capacity of not less than 2,500 pounds.

B. Exceptions. An elevator meeting the requirements of Subsection A, above shall not be
required where the following conditions are met.

(1) Each landing is at ground level or is accessible at grade level or by a ramp meeting
ADA requirements.

(2) In buildings or structures of not more than two stories, there exist stairs of a
configuration that will accommodate the carrying of the stretcher.

C. The Owner of each elevator shall provide the Patterson Building Department with three
standard keys which operate the elevator access. Elevator access keys shall be keyed to a single
standard master key. Additional master elevator keys shall only be issued to the owner of the
building in which the elevator is located, the owners’ agents, certified elevator companies, certified
elevator contractors or state-certified inspectors, Master elevator keys (i) may be issued by the
Patterson Building Department to emergency response agencies in its sole discretion and without
creating any affirmative obligation on its part to do so; and (ii) may not be issued to any emergency
response agency except by the Patterson Building Department. A person shall not duplicate a master
elevator key for issuance to, or issue such a key to, anyone other than those agencies and individuals
heretofore identified. Each master elevator key must be marked “DO NOT DUPLICATE.”

D. The provisions of this Section shall not be deemed to amend, limit or replace any applicable
provision of the New York State Building and Fire Prevention Code as same relate to the
installation, design and operation of passenger elevators. In the event of conflict between any
provision of this Section and the provisions of the Code, the Code provision shall control.

§ 64-15. Demolition Permits

A. Prior to the demolition of an building, or of any structure, or of any portion of any building
or structure, a permit for said demolition will be issued by the Director of Codes Enforcement.

B. In addition to the information required under §64-7(D), an application for a demolition
permit shall contain the following information:

(1) Whether any portion of the work will be conducted within 100 feet of a wetland,
stream or body of water regulated by the Town of Patterson.

(2) The method of heating the structure, whether there are underground storage tanks on
the site for fuel oil or other materials, and whether they will be abandoned in place, removed
or reused.

3) The location and type of any waste disposal system, whether any tanks, galleys,
cesspools, or leach pits will be demolished, removed or reused, and the means by which all
sewage been removed from the sewage lines and tanks including the name of waste hauler
that removed the sewage.

(4) The location of any groundwater well on the site and whether the well(s) will it be
abandoned, capped, filled or reused. A copy of a permit from the Putnam County Health
Department shall be provided for any well that will be abandoned.

(%) Whether the structure contain and asbestos insulation, asbestos shingles or any friable
asbestos.

(6) The location of any drywells on the site.



(7) A description of any underground utility lines or services, including a sketch showing
there location and how they will be treated.

(8) A detailed description of how the structure will be demolished.

9) A description of how the demolition material be removed from the site. (C&D
material may not be buried on the site).

(10) Ifonly a portion of the structure is to be removed , a shoring plan shall be provided.
(11)  Notice that the utility companies been notified to disconnect all utility services.

(12)  Whether the building or structure contains any lead-based paints.

§ 64-16. Complaints.

The Director of Codes Enforcement shall review and investigate complaints which allege
or assert the existence of conditions or activities that fail to comply with the Uniform Code, the
Energy Code, this chapter, or any other chapter, or regulation adopted for administration and
enforcement of the Uniform Code or the Energy Code. The process for responding to a complaint
shall include such of the following steps as the Director of Codes Enforcement may deem to be
appropriate:

A Performing an inspection of the conditions and/or activities alleged to be in violation,
and documenting the results of such inspection;

B If a violation is found to exist, providing the owner of the affected property and any
other Person who may be responsible for the violation with notice of the violation and
opportunity to abate, correct or cure the violation, or otherwise proceeding in the manner
described in Section 64-18 (Violations) of this chapter;
(1) If appropriate, issuing a Stop Work Order;
(2) If a violation which was found to exist is abated or corrected, performing an
inspection to ensure that the violation has been abated or corrected, preparing a final
written report reflecting such abatement or correction, and filing such report with the
complaint.
§ 64-17. Record Keeping.
A. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall keep permanent official records of all transactions
and activities conducted by all Code Enforcement Personnel, including records of:
(1) All applications received, reviewed and approved or denied;

(2) All plans, specifications and construction documents approved;

3) All Building Permits, Certificates of Occupancy, Temporary Certificates, Stop Work
Orders, and Operating Permits issued;

(4) All inspections and tests performed;

(%) All statements and reports issued;



(6) All complaints received;
(7) All investigations conducted;

(8) All other features and activities specified in or contemplated by sections 4 through
12, inclusive, of this chapter, including; and

9) All fees charged and collected.

B. All such records shall be public records open for public inspection during normal business
hours. All plans and records pertaining to buildings or structures, or appurtenances thereto, shall be
retained for at least the minimum time period so required by State law and regulation.

§ 64-18. Program Review and Reporting.

A. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall annually submit to Town Board of the Town of
Patterson a written report and summary of all business conducted by the Director of Codes
Enforcement and the Inspectors, including a report and summary of all transactions and activities
described in §64-6 of this chapter and a report and summary of all appeals or litigation pending or
concluded.

B. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall annually submit to the Secretary of State, on behalf
of Town Board of the Town of Patterson, on a form prescribed by the Secretary of State, a report
of the activities of the Town of Patterson relative to administration and enforcement of the Uniform
Code.

C. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall, upon request of the New York State Department
of State, provide to the New York State Department of State, from the records and related materials
the Town of Patterson is required to maintain, excerpts, summaries, tabulations, statistics and other
information and accounts of the activities of this Town of Patterson in connection with
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Code.

§ 64-19. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to construct, alter, repair, move,
equip, use or occupy any building or structure or portion thereof in violation of any provision of the
New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, or any amendment hereafter made
thereto, as well as any regulation or rule promulgated by the Town Board, or to fail to comply with
a notice, order or directive of the Director of Codes Enforcement or its authorized deputy or to
construct, alter, repair,, move or equip any building or structure or part thereof in a manner not
permltted by an approved building permit.

B. Compliance Orders. The Director of Codes Enforcement is authorized to order in writing the
remedying of any condition or activity found to exist in, on or about any building, structure, or
premises in violation of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, or this chapter. Upon finding that any
such condition or activity exists, the Director of Codes Enforcement shall issue a Compliance Order.
The Compliance Order shall be in writing; be dated and signed by the Director of Codes
Enforcement; specify the condition or activity that violates the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, or
this chapter; specify the provision or provisions of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, or this
chapter which is/are violated by the specified condition or activity; specify the period of time which
the Director of Codes Enforcement deems to be reasonably necessary for achieving compliance;
direct that compliance be achieved within the specified period of time; and state that an action or
proceeding to compel compliance may be instituted if compliance is not achieved within the
specified period of time. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall cause the Compliance Order, or



a copy thereof, to be served on the owner of the affected property personally or by certified mail,
return receipt requested. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall be permitted, but not required,
to cause the Compliance Order, or a copy thereof, to be served on any builder, architect, tenant,
contractor, subcontractor, construction superintendent, or their agents, or any other Person taking
part or assisting in work being performed at the affected property personally or by certified mail,
return receipt requested; provided, however, that failure to serve any Person mentioned in this
sentence shall not affect the efficacy of the Compliance Order.

C. Appearance Tickets. The Director of Codes Enforcement and each Inspector are authorized
to issue appearance tickets for any violation of the Uniform Code.

D. Civil Penalties. In addition to those penalties proscribed by State law, any Person, including
any owner, builder, architect, tenant, contractor, subcontractor, construction superintendent or their
agents or any other person taking part or assisting in the construction, alteration, repair, movement
or equipping or use of any building, who violates any provision of the Uniform Code, the Energy
Code or this chapter, or any term or condition of any Building Permit, Certificate of Occupancy,
Temporary Certificate, Stop Work Order, Operating Permit or other notice or order issued by the
Director of Codes Enforcement pursuant to any provision of this chapter, shall be liable to a civil
penalty of not more than $200 for each day or part thereof during which such violation continues.
The civil penalties provided by this subdivision shall be recoverable in an action instituted in the
name of this Town of Patterson.

E. Alternatively or in addition to an action to recover a civil penalty, any person who shall
violate any of the provisions of this chapter, the Uniform Code or any rules or regulations adopted
pursuant to this chapter or who shall violate or fail to comply with any order made thereunder or
who shall build in violation of any detailed statement of specifications or plans submitted and
approved thereunder shall severally for each and every such violation be guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.) nor more than two hundred fifty dollars
($250.) or by imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days, or both fine and imprisonment for
the first offense; for conviction of a second offense both of which were committed within a period
of five years, punishable by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more than seven
hundred dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both; and, upon
conviction for a third or subsequent offense all of which were committed within a period of five
years, punishable by a fine not less than seven hundred dollars not more than one thousand dollars
or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both. . The imposition of one penalty for
any violation shall not excuse the violation nor permit it to continue; and all such persons shall be
required to correct or remedy such violation or defects within a reasonable time; and when not
otherwise specified, each day that the prohibited conditions or violation continues shall constitute
a separate offense. The imposition of any such penalty shall not be held to prohibit the enforced
removal of prohibited conditions by any appropriate remedy, including application for an injunction.

F. Injunctive Relief. An action or proceeding may be instituted in the name of the Town of
Patterson, in a court of competent jurisdiction, to prevent, restrain, enjoin, correct, or abate any
violation of, or to enforce, any provision of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, this chapter, or any
term or condition of any Building Permit, Certificate of Occupancy, Temporary Certificate, Stop
Work Order, Operating Permit, Compliance Order, or other notice or order issued by the Director
of Codes Enforcement pursuant to any provision of this chapter. In particular, but not by way of
limitation, where the construction or use of a building or structure is in violation of any provision
of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, this chapter, or any Stop Work Order, Compliance Order
or other order obtained under the Uniform Code, the Energy Code or this chapter, an action or
proceeding may be commenced in the name of this Town of Patterson, in the Supreme Court or
in any other court having the requisite jurisdiction, to obtain an order directing the removal of the
building or structure or an abatement of the condition in violation of such provisions. No action or
proceeding described in this subdivision shall be commenced without the appropriate authorization
from the Town Board of the Town of Patterson.



G. Remedies Not Exclusive. No remedy or penalty specified in this section shall be the
exclusive remedy or remedy available to address any violation described in this section, and each
remedy or penalty specified in this section shall be in addition to, and not in substitution for or
limitation of, the other remedies or penalties specified in this section, in Section 64-9 (Stop Work
Orders) of this chapter, in any other section of this chapter, or in any other applicable law. Any
remedy or penalty specified in this section may be pursued at any time, whether prior to,
simultaneously with, or after the pursuit of any other remedy or penalty specified in this section, in
§64-9, Stop Work Orders of this chapter, in any other section of this chapter, or in any other
applicable law. In particular, but not by way of limitation, each remedy and penalty specified in this
section shall be in addition to, and not in substitution for or limitation of, the penalties specified in
Subdivision (2) of section 382 of the Executive Law, and any remedy or penalty specified in this
section may be pursued at any time, whether prior to, simultaneously with, or after the pursuit of any
penalty specified in Subdivision (2) of section 382 of the Executive Law.

H. No building permit or certificate of occupancy shall be issued to a property owner, lessee,
or tenant for construction occurring on a lot on which there is an outstanding and unresolved
violation, unless said building permit or certificate of occupancy would cure said violation, and
would be issued in full compliance with the New York State Building and Fire Code and the Town
Code of the Town of Patterson. [Added 6-27-2012 by L.L. No. 3-2012]

§ 64-20. Fees

A fee schedule shall be established by resolution of the Town Board of the Town of
Patterson. Such fee schedule may thereafter be amended from time to time by like resolution. The
fees set forth in, or determined in accordance with, such fee schedule or amended fee schedule shall
be charged and collected for the submission of applications, the issuance of Building Permits,
amended Building Permits, renewed Building Permits, Certificates of occupancy, Temporary
Certificates, Operating Permits, fire safety and property maintenance inspections, and other actions
of the Director of Codes Enforcement described in or contemplated by this chapter.

§ 64-21. Intermunicipal Agreements.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson may, by resolution, enter into an agreement, with
other governments to carry out the terms of this chapter, provided that such agreement does not
violate any provision of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, Part 1203 of Title 19 of the NYCRR,
or any other applicable law.

§ 64-22. Severability.
The provisions of this law are hereby declared to be severable. If any section of this chapter

shall be held unconstitutional, invalid, or ineffective, in whole or in part, such determination shall
not be deemed to affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this chapter.

§ 64-23. Effective Date.

This chapter shall take effect immediately.



Chapter 67

BUILDINGS, UNSAFE
§ 67-1. Intent.
§ 67-2. Repair or demolition required.
§ 67-3. Examination and report by Building Inspector.
§ 67-4. Procedure for repair or demolition.
§ 67-5. Filing of notice with County Clerk.
§ 67-6. Public hearing.
§ 67-7. Removal of structure by the Town.
§ 67-8. Vacation of unsafe buildings.
§ 67-9. Emergency repair or removal; costs.
§ 67-10. Report of survey; compensation of surveyors.
§ 67-11. Costs and expenses.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 4-13-2005 as L.L. No. 2-
2005. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Building Construction and Fire Prevention -- See Chapter 64.



§ 67-1. Intent.

It is the intent of this chapter to provide for the removal or repair of buildings within the
Town of Patterson that from any cause may now be or shall hereafter become dangerous or unsafe
to the public.

§ 67-2. Repair or demolition required.

All buildings or structures which are structurally unsafe, unsanitary or not provided with
adequate egress, or which constitute a fire hazard or are otherwise dangerous to human life, or which
in relation to existing use constitute a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate
maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence or abandonment are, severally, for the purposes of this
chapter, unsafe buildings. All such unsafe buildings are hereby declared to be illegal and shall be
abated by repair and rehabilitation or by demolition in accordance with the procedures herein set
forth.

§ 67-3. Examination and report by Building Inspector.

The Building Inspector for the Town of Patterson shall examine or cause to be examined
every building reported as unsafe or damaged and shall make a written report of such examination
to the Town Board.

§ 67-4. Procedure for repair or demolition.

Whenever the Building Inspector shall find any building or structure or portion thereof to
be an unsafe building as defined in this chapter, he shall serve upon the owner or some one of the
owner's executors, legal representatives, agents, lessees or any other person having a vested or
contingent interest in same, either personally or by registered mail, addressed to the last known
address, if any, of the owner or some one of the owner's executors, legal representatives, agents,
lessees or other person having a vested or contingent interest in same, as shown by the records of
the receiver of taxes and/or in the office of the county clerk or county register, containing a
description of the premises, a statement of the particulars in which the building or structure is unsafe
or dangerous and an order requiring same to be made safe and secure or removed; and if such
service is made by registered mail, a copy of such notice shall be posted on the premises. The time
provided in such notice for the correction or removal of such conditions shall not be less than thirty
(30) days nor more than sixty (60) days. Such notice shall further provide for a survey of such
premises in the event of the neglect or refusal of the person served with the notice to comply with
the same, said survey to be made by an inspector and architect to be named by the Town Board and
a practical builder, engineer or architect appointed by the person notified as above, and in the event
of refusal or neglect of the person so notified to appoint such surveyor, the inspector and architect
to be named by the Town Board shall make the survey and report.

§ 67-5. Filing of notice with County Clerk.

A copy of such notice as described in Section 67-4 above shall be filed in the office of the
county clerk of the county within which such building or structure is located, which notice shall be
filed by such clerk in the same manner as a notice of pendency pursuant to article sixty-five of the
civil practice law and rules, and shall have the same effect as a notice of pendency as therein
provided, except as otherwise hereinafter provided in this paragraph. A notice so filed shall be
effective for a period of one year from the date of filing, provided, however, that it may be vacated
upon the order of a judge or justice of a court of record or upon the consent of the town attorney.
The clerk of the county where such notice is filed shall mark such notice and any record or docket



thereof as cancelled of record upon the presentation and filing of such consent or of a certified copy
of such order.

§ 67-6. Public hearing.

A hearing shall be held before the town board, notice of which and the time and place thereof
to be specified in the notice to repair or demolish which shall be served upon the owner and such
persons having an interest in the property or structure as is herein prescribed.

§ 67-7. Removal of structure by the Town.

In the event such owner fails or refuses to repair or remove the same within the time
provided in the notice, such building or structure may be removed by the Town.

§ 67-8. Vacation of unsafe buildings.

If the Building Inspector finds that there is actual and immediate danger of failure or collapse
so as to endanger life, such notice shall also require the building, structure or portion thereof to be
vacated forthwith and not re-occupied until the specified repairs and improvements are completed,
inspected and approved by the building official. The Building Inspector shall cause to be posted at
each entrance to such building a notice stating the following: THIS BUILDING IS UNSAFE AND
ITS USE OR OCCUPANCY HAS BEEN PROHIBITED BY THE BUILDING INSPECTOR. Such
notice shall remain posted until the required repairs are made or demolition is completed. It shall
be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation or their agents or other servants to remove such
notice without written permission of the Building Inspector, or for any person to enter the building
except for the purpose of making the required repairs or of demolishing same.

§ 67-9. Emergency repair or removal; costs.

A. In cases of emergency when the Building Inspector is unable to obtain the
cooperation of the owner or agent or person in control, and when in the opinion of the
Building Inspector the situation involves imminent danger to human life or health, the
Building Inspector shall promptly cause such building, structure or portion thereof to be
made safe or removed. For this purpose he may at once enter such structure or land on
which it stands, or abutting land or structure, with such assistance and at such cost as may
be necessary. He may vacate adjacent structures and protect the public by appropriate
barricades or such other means as may be necessary, and for this purpose may close a public
or private way.

B. Costs incurred under this section shall be paid out of the town treasury on certificate
of the Building Inspector. Such costs shall be charged to the owner of the premises involved
and shall be collected in the manner provided by law.

§ 67-10. Report of survey; compensation of surveyors.

Upon the completion of the survey and the report thereon, made as prescribed in Section 67-
4 above, the report of the survey shall be filed with the Town Board and a copy thereof posted on
the subject premises. The surveyors shall be paid a reasonable compensation for their services,
which amount of compensation shall be determined by the Town Board.



§ 67-11. Costs and expenses.

All costs and expenses incurred by the town in connection with the proceedings to remove
or secure, including the cost of actually removing said building or structure, shall be assessed against
the land on which said buildings or structures are located.



Chapter 68
BURNING PERMITS AND OUTDOOR FIREPLACES

Article I
Authority, Purpose, Definitions, Burning Prohibited
§ 68-1. Findings.
§ 68-2. Definitions.
§ 68-3. Burning Regulated.

Article 11
Outdoor Burning

. Permit required; presence at burn.
. Application for permit.
. Issuance of burning permits.
. Duration of permit.
. Suspension or revocation of burning permit.
. Restrictions.
0 Fees.
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Article IV
Outdoor Fireplaces and Campfires.

§ 68-11. Limitations on Use..
§ 68-12. General Requirements.
Article V
Enforcement and Penalties

§ 68-13. Enforcement.
§ 68-14. Penalties for offenses.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 7-23-2003 by L.L. No. 5-
2003. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No0.9-2005); Adopted 10-25-2006' by L.L. No. 9-2006.
Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Dumps and dumping - See Ch. 79.
Garbage, rubbish and refuse - See Ch. 97
Fees - See Ch. 87.

Zoning - Se Ch. 154.

1. Editor’s Note: This local law also superseded former Ch.68, Burning Permits, adopted 7-23-2003 by L.L. No.
5-2003 (readopted 4-13-2005by L.L. No. 9-2005)



Article |
Findings; Definitions; Burning Regulated
[Amended 12-14-2016 by L.L. No. 5-2016]

§ 68-1. Findings.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson finds that excessive smoke, smell, airborne sparks or
embers from planned outdoor fires may cause a public nuisance by creating negative health effects
on neighboring residents, increasing fire exposure hazards, infringing the enjoyment of the use of
neighboring properties and generating false fire alarms thus potentially diverting public resources
from real emergencies.

§ 68-2. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings indicated:

CAMPFIRE - Any exposed fire that is built outdoors and is typically contained by a pit or a circle
of stone.

CHIMENEA - A freestanding front-loading fireplace or ovenwith a bulbous body and usually a
vertical smoke vent or chimney.

CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION DEBRIS - Waste resulting from the construction,
remodeling, repair and demolition of structures, road building and land clearing. Such waste
includes but is not limited to bricks, concrete and other masonry materials, soil, rock, lumber, road
spoils, paving material and tree and brush stumps. "Construction and demolition debris" shall not
be construed to include garden and yard waste.

OPEN BURNING - Any outdoor fire or smoke producing process from which air contaminants are
emitted to the open atmosphere, including burning in a 55-gallon metal container, but excluding
outdoor fireplaces, the operation of welding or similar equipment, road flares, smudgepots and
similar devices associated with safety. Any burned debris that continues to emit smoke is considered
an active fire.

OUTDOOR FIREPLACE - A non-combustible enclosed container using solid, natural gas or
propane fuels, to hold a small fire for religious purposes, or decorative purposes, or for the
preparation of food by heat, including but not limited to, a barbeque grill, barbeque pit or chimenea.

§ 68-3. Burning Regulated.

No person shall conduct open burning or use an outdoor fireplace within the Town of
Patterson except as may be provided in this Chapter.

Article 11
Outdoor Burning
[Amended 12-14-2016 by L.L. No. 5-2016]

§ 68-4. Permit required.
A. No person, firm or corporation shall burn wood, tree branches, sticks, brush within the Town

of Patterson without first obtaining a burning permit from the Town Clerk or an Authorized deputy
thereof, which if issued shall be limited to the burning of wood, tree branches, sticks, brush only.



B. Any resident, landowner, or contractor for hire within the Town of Patterson must have the
permit in their possession, and be present on the site when conducting a burn pursuant to the Permit.
§ 68-5. Application for permit.

Application for a burning permit shall be made to the Town Clerk on forms provided by the
Town Clerk and shall contain the following written information:

A. The full name and address of the owner of the property and the applicant and the names and
addresses of their responsible officers, if any of them are corporations.

A brief description of the items of materials to be burned and the amount of same.
The exact location of the fire.
The emergency method of extinguishing the fire.

The date(s) when burning will take place.

m m o 0w

The signature of the applicant.

G. A statement that the burning will be performed in compliance with the rules and regulations
as enacted, and as amended from time to time, by the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation for burning permits, and in comphance with this Chapter and all other applicable state
and local laws and regulations.

§ 68-6. Issuance of burning permits.

A. The Town Clerk or his or her authorized deputy shall examine or cause to be examined all
applications for permits and documents filed therewith. The Town Clerk shall, in writing, approve,
or reject the application within a reasonable time. No permit shall be issued except upon showing
full compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

B. Upon approval of the application the Town Clerk shall issue or cause to be issued a burning
permit to the applicant upon the appropriate forms and shall affix his or her signature thereto. The
authority conferred by such permit may be limited by conditions, if any, contained therein.

§ 68-7. Duration of permit.

A burning permit issued pursuant to this chapter shall only confer the authority to burn on
the date(s) stated in the application for said burning permit, however no permit shall be issued for
a period of more than thirty (30) days.

§ 68-8. Revocation of burning permit.

A. A burning permit issued pursuant to this chapter may be suspended or revoked by any
Official charged with enforcement of this chapter if it is determined that the burning that is taking
place on the property is not proceeding in conformance with the regulations established by the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation for burning permits and other applicable
state and local laws and regulations, this chapter or any condition attached to such permit, or if there
has been misrepresentation or falsification of a material fact in connection with the application for
the permit.



B. Any permit issued pursuant to this chapter shall be considered suspended during any stage
of an air pollution episode or period of high fire danger as announced by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation and applicable to Putnam County, and shall remain
suspended until such time as the condition no longer exists as announced by said Department.

C. The Supervisor, or Town Board of the Town of Patterson, upon recommendation of the
Putnam County Fire Coordinator, Patterson Fire Code Enforcement Officer, Putnam Lake Dire
Department, or the Patterson Fire Department may suspend the issuance of burning permits and of
all permits previously issued pursuant to this chapter, which shall remain suspended until such time
the suspension has been lifted by the entity issuing the suspension.

§ 68-9. Restrictions.

A. Each person, firm or corporation who or which receives a burning permit shall comply with
the regulations established by this Chapter, or those established by the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation for burning permits and other applicable state and local laws and
regulations.

B. Burning shall only be conducted from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday only.
No person, firm or corporation that has been issued a burning permit shall burn within the Town of
Patterson on Sundays, nor on the following legal holiday including New Years Day, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Birthday, President’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Columbus Day, Election Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. A permittee
shall stop adding additional material to the burn pile at 3:00 p.m. to allow the fire to burn down
completely by 6:00 p.m.

C. No person shall start or maintain a fire within the principal building setback area for the
district in which the property is located. Further, no person shall start or maintain a fire within fifty
(50) feet of any principal building on the property in which the fire is started or maintained, or
within fifty (50) feet of any principal building on any adjoining property.

D. No permit shall be issued for, nor shall any property owner, resident, or contractor for hire
be permitted to burn, any paper products, rubber, plastic, paints, varnishes, metals, oil, oil by-
products construction and demolition debris, logs, tree stumps, rubbish, household waste or other
materials not included in Subsection E, below.

E. Materials permitted to be burned, pursuant to a duly issued permit shall include brush, tree
limbs less than eight inches in diameter, dry shrubbery or plants and clean, untreated scraps of
lumber. Untreated lumber is lumber that has not been treated with chemicals, preservatives, paints
or varnishes of any kind.

F. Piles of burning material shall be of an appropriate size that can be properly managed at all
times. Only one pile of burnable material may be ignited, sustained or burned at any one time per
each residential property. Burning of more than one pile at the same time is not allowed under this
permit.

G. The Permittee must be in attendance of the permitted fire at all times. No fire will be left
unattended until it is completely extinguished.

H. A permitted fire is allowed only when prevailing winds are light and the transmission of
smoke is away from populated areas. The Permittee must immediately and completely extinguish
the fire if prevailing winds change in direction, or increase in intensity, to a point that jeopardizes
control of the fire or directs smoke to the surrounding population.

L. The Permittee will have sufficient means to control or extinguish the fire at all times. A



working garden hose, buckets of water with brooms and hand tools such as shovels, rakes and hoes
or heavy equipment are considered necessary control measures at the site of any open burn.

J. Materials to be burned will be isolated to prevent the fire from escaping from the pile of
material to be burned. All flammable material shall be cleared away from the edge of the burn pile
a minimum of five feet from the base of the fire. The pile of material to be burned shall be kept
small enough to maintain control at all times.

K. The Permittee shall be liable for any damage to property of another, or injury to a person
resulting from fires ignited by them, or smoke generated by any fire ignited or sustained by the
Permittee. Should it become necessary for the Town to extinguish any fire started, maintained or
caused by the Permittee, the Permittee may be held civilly and/or criminally liable for any
suppression costs and of any and all damages resulting therefrom.

§ 68-10. Fees.

The fee for the issuance of a burning permit shall be set from time to time by resolution of
the Town Board and shall be included in the Schedule of Fees.

Article IV
Outdoor Fireplaces and Campfires.

§ 68-11. Limitations on Use.

A. No Outdoor Fireplace or campfires shall be operated in a manner inconsistent with the
requirements of this Article or of the New York State Fire Code, or in a manner inconsistent with
any other applicable state and local laws and regulations.

B. The use of any outdoor patio stoves, outdoor fire places, outdoor grills, chimneys, campfires,
or factory built metal novelty stoves shall be permitted on property used for residential purposes in
any zoning district without the necessity of a permit, provided that they shall be operated in a
manner consistent with the requirements contained herein.

C. This Article shall not apply to not-for profit organizations conducting a charitable event or
Commercial barbeques that have obtained all necessary legal permits and approvals.

§ 68-12. General Requirements.

A. Open Burning, Outdoor Fireplaces or campfires shall be operated only outside of any
structure, and shall meet all of the setback requirements of the New York State Fire Code.

B. Open Burning, Outdoor Fireplaces or campfires shall not be used for the burning of any
material which may produce an offensive or toxic odor or smoke including but not limited to
household trash, books magazines, drywall, plastic products, insulation material, upholstered
furniture, garbage, dead animals, human and animal excrement, human and animal hair, rubber
products including tires, hydrocarbon products or flammable liquids, asphalt or tar shingles or
roofing materials, bedding, foam rubber, nylon, rayon, cotton, wool, polyester or other synthetic
material, insulation from copper or other wiring, solid waste and/or construction waste.

C. Open Burning, Outdoor Fireplaces or campfires are strictly prohibited when such open
burning will be offensive or objectionable due to smoke or odor emissions when atmospheric
conditions or local circumstances make such fires hazardous.



D. A fire extinguisher with a minimum 4-A rating shall be readily available and easily
accessible at all times during open burning.

E. Any outdoor fireplace, campfire or open air burning while in operation shall be constantly
attended by a person who is knowledgeable in the use of the fire-extinguishing equipment referred
to in Section 68-12(D) hereof.

Article V
Enforcement and Penalties

§ 68-13. Enforcement.

A. The provisions of this Chapter may be enforced by the Codes Enforcement Officer, or any
deputy thereto, the Fire Inspector and the Code Compliance Officer (hereinafter referred to as the
“Enforcement Official”).

1. The Enforcement Official may suspend the operation of any open burning or
outdoor fireplace (i) if smoke, ash, or smell omitting from open burning or an outdoor
fireplace becomes objectionable or offensive to neighboring properties, or (ii) if the
Enforcement Official determines the open burning or outdoor fireplace constitutes a
hazardous condition.

2. A Permittee’s right to burn may be suspended or revoked for violations of permit
conditions.

B. Subsection A shall not prohibit any Department of Environmental Conservation Forest
Ranger or Environmental Conservation Officer from acting pursuant to his or her special duties with
regard to any violation which may also be deemed a violation of this Chapter. When an above
mentioned Officer has extinguished an open burn or ordered the Permittee to extinguish an open
burn, no further open burning is authorized by this Permit for the next 48 hours.

§ 68-14. Penalties for offenses.

Any person or corporation, whether as owner, lessee, principal, agent, employee or
otherwise, which violates any of the provisions of this chapter or permits any such violation or fails
to comply with any of the requirements thereof shall be guilty of a violation, punishable by a fine
not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed 15 days, or both
for conviction of a first offense; for conviction of a second offense both of which were committed
within a period of five years, punishable by a fine of not less than three hundred fifty dollars nor
more than seven hundred dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both;
and, upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense all of which were committed within a period
of five years, punishable by a fine not less than seven hundred dollars not more than one thousand
dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both. For the purpose of conferring
jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations of this chapter or any part thereof
shall be deemed misdemeanors. Each day’s continued violation shall constitute a separate additional
violation.



Chapter 69
CANNABIS
Article |
Retail Dispensaries and On-Site Consumption Sites

§69-1. Legislative Intent.
§69-2. Authority.
§69-3. Local opt-out.
§69-4. Severability.
§69-5. Permissive referendum.
§69-6. Effective date.
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson as indicated in article histories.
Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE 1

Retail Dispensaries and On-Site Consumption Sites
[Adopted 8-25-2021 by L.L. 3-2021]

§69-1. Legislative Intent.

It is the intent of this local law to opt out of allowing cannabis retail dispensaries and on-site
cannabis consumption sites in the Town of Patterson, that would otherwise be allowed under Article
4 of the New York Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (the “Cannabis Law”).

§69- 2. Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to Cannabis Law §131 which expressly authorizes the Town
Board to adopt a local law requesting the Cannabis Control Board to prohibit the retail sale of
cannabis products and on-site consumption of marijuana and other cannabis products from and at
duly licensed dispensaries and other establishments within the Town of Patterson by prohibiting the
issuance of retail dispensary licenses and on-site consumption licenses within the Town, and is
subject to a permissive referendum pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the New
York Municipal Home Rule Law § 24.

§69- 3. Local Opt-Out

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson hereby declares that cannabis retail dispensaries and on-
site cannabis consumption sites may not be established and operated within the Town, and that the
Cannabis Control Board be provided with a copy of this Local Law as evidence of the Town’s
request that said Board shall prohibit the issuance of retail dispensary licenses and on-site
consumption licenses within the Town.

§69-4. Severability.




If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this article, or the application thereof to
any person, firm, corporation or circumstance, shall be determined by judgment or order of a court
of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such determination shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder this article, and shall be confined in its application to (i) the
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this article determined to be invalid or
unconstitutional; or (ii) the person, firm, corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the
controversy in which such judgment or order shall have been rendered.

§69- 5. Permissive Referendum/Referendum on Petition

This local law is subject to a referendum on petition in accordance with Cannabis Law § 131 and
the provisions of Municipal Home Rule Law § 24.

§69-6. Effective date.

This local law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the New York Secretary of State.



Chapter 70
CHRISTMAS TREE SALES
§ 70-1. Intent
§ 70-2. License required.
§ 70-3. License application; approval; appeal.
§ 70-4. Fees; deposit
§ 70-5. Locations permitted for sales.
§ 70-6. Issuance; revocation of license.
§ 70-7. Duration of license.
§ 70-8. Penalties for offenses.
§ 70-9. Applicability.
§ 70-10. Severability; when effective.
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 10-24-1990 as L.L. No. 6-
1990. (readopted 4-13-200S5 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]
GENERAL REFERENCES
Peddling and soliciting - See Ch. 121
Zoning - See Ch. 154

! Editor’s Note: This local law was originally adopted as Chapter 122 but renumbered to Chapter
70 to fit the alphabetical sequence of the Code.



§ 70-1. Intent.

The intent of this chapter is to establish regulations and procedures for the outdoor seasonal
sale of Christmas trees and related holiday items and decorations in the Town of Patterson, State of
New York.

§ 70-2. License required.

A. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to sell Christmas trees and related
holiday items and decorations in the Town of Patterson without having a license therefor.

B. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any owner to allow his property to be used for the
sale of Christmas trees and related holiday items and decorations by any person or persons who do
not have a license therefor.

§ 70-3. Application; approval; appeal

A. All applications for a license that allows the sale of Christmas trees and related holiday items
and decorations shall be made to the Town Code Enforcement Officer on a form prescribed by the
Town Board.

B. With respect to the subject property, the application shall be accompanied by:

(1) A plan, drawn to scale, reflecting the general location of the property and the area
upon which the storage and sale of Christmas trees and related holiday items and decorations
are to take place;

(2) The provision for site access and parking; and

3) The written consent of the owner of the property.

C. Within ten (10) days after the completed application and accompanying documents have
been submitted, the Town Code Enforcement Officer shall approve, disapprove or approve with
conditions the application and issue a license. In the event that the application is disapproved, the
Town Code Enforcement Officer shall state his reasons for such disapproval in writing and forward
the same to the applicant.

D. Any applicant may appeal the decision of the Town Code Enforcement Officer to disapprove
such application within seven (7) days of such determination to the Town Board, which shall either
affirm the decision of the Town Code Enforcement Officer or approve the application with or
without conditions.

§ 70-4. Fees; deposit

The application shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable processing fee and a site
restoration deposit as set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board. The site restoration
fee shall be refunded to the applicant in full if the applicant is disapproved or within seven (7) days
after the termination of the license on the condition that the property is restored to its prior existing
condition and is free of all debris from the storage and sale of Christmas trees and related items as
determined by the Town Code Enforcement Officer. In the event that the site is not restored to its
prior condition within seven (7) days after the termination of the license, the site restoration fee shall
be forfeited to the Town of Patterson.



§ 70-5. Locations permitted for sales.

The outdoor seasonal sale of Christmas trees and related holiday items and decorations may
be permitted on any lot in the GB General Business, C-1 Commercial and I Industrial Zoning
Districts in the Town of Patterson, State of New York. No more than five (5) locations shall be
approved.

§ 70-6. Issuance; revocation of license.

A. The Town Code Enforcement Officer shall approve an application for the sale of Christmas
trees and related holiday items and decorations at permissible locations and issue a license for the
period designated in this chapter if such application complies with the provisions and requirements
of this chapter and provides adequate and safe vehicular access, parking and pedestrian safety,
taking into consideration other uses, activities and sales conducted on such property.

B. The license may be revoked at any time if the licensee deviates from the plan as submitted
or violates a condition of the license or if the sale is deemed to create a public health or safety
hazard. Ifthe license is revoked, all sales shall be terminated immediately and shall not be permitted
until the licensee complies with the plan and the Code Enforcement Officer is satisfied that all
violations, safety and/or health hazards are eliminated. If the licensee fails to comply within five
(5) days of notice of revocation, the license shall be considered terminated.

§ 70-7. Duration of license.

All licenses shall commence on November 15 and shall terminate on December 30.

§ 70-8. Penalties for offenses.

Any person committing an offense against any provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of
a violation and shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.) nor
greater than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.) in addition to the loss of such applicants site
restoration deposit
§ 70-9. Applicability.

This chapter shall not apply to sales of Christmas trees and related items and decorations at
garden shops, nurseries or other commercial businesses which are open for business during other
parts of the year or to residential property.

§ 70-10. Severability; when effective.

A. The invalidity of any provision of this chapter shall not invalidate any other part.

B. This law shall take effect immediately upon approval of the same by the Town Board.



Chapter 72

CHRONIC PUBLIC NUISANCE ABATEMENT
§ 72-1. Legislative Findings
§ 72-2. Definitions.
§ 72-3. Presumption of violation.
§ 72-4. Nuisance forbidden.
§ 72-5. Presumption of knowledge.
§ 72-6. Director of Codes Enforcement.
§ 72-7. Penalties for offenses; complaints.

§ 72-8. Severability.

[HISTORY: adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 2-11-2009 by L.L. No. 1-
2009; Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Unsafe buildings  See Ch. 67

Garbage, rubbish and refuse - See Ch. 97
Noise - See Ch. 109

Abandoned vehicles - See Ch. 147



§ 72-1. Legislative Findings

A. The Town Board of the Town of Patterson finds that a small percentage of persons who own
or control real property in the Town of Patterson have allowed their property to be used for illegal
purposes, or have otherwise failed to properly maintain their property in accordance with the Town
Code of the Town of Patterson or the New York State Uniform Building and Fire Code. Where the
violations are habitual, these properties interfere with the comfort, health, solitude and quality of life
of the individuals residing in the neighborhood, they have created a significant impact upon the
living conditions in the Town’s neighborhoods, and they have raised justifiable concerns about
public safety. Chronic public nuisance activity have been found to contribute to the general decay
of affected neighborhood, which results in a lowering the value of surrounding properties.

B. As aresult of the activities occurring at these properties, and/or the conditions in which they
are maintained, these properties tend to receive and require more than the general, acceptable level
of Law and Codes Enforcement services, and place an undue and inappropriate burden on the Town
of Patterson taxpayers. The Town Board of the Town of Patterson has determined that existing laws
have not sufficiently encouraged such property owners to take reasonable steps to abate the
nuisances that their property is creating, and has determined that enhanced penalties will give such
property owners additional incentives to ameliorate the said problems, and help to compensate the
Town for the increase in Code Enforcement services.

C. This local law is enacted to encourage Property owners to recognize their responsibility to
ensure that activities occurring on their Property conform to the law and do not adversely affect their
neighborhoods, unduly burden the Town’s Code Enforcement resources and to provide a mechanism
for the Town to take action against Property owners who fail to ensure Property they own does not
require a disproportionate level of Code Enforcement resources to be devoted to such Property. This
Chapter is not intended to discourage crime victims or a person in legitimate need of police services
from requesting them. This section does not affect a Property owner’s duty to comply with all other
laws governing residential tenancies which are contained in the New York State Statutes.

§ 72-2. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

CHRONIC PUBLIC NUISANCE - Any property that meets any of the following criteria:

A. Two or more incidents of a public nuisance activities listed below, which occurs during any
30-day period; or

B. Three or more incidents of a public nuisance activities listed below which occurs during any
90-day period; or

C. Five or more incidents of a public nuisance activities listed below which occurs during any
365-day period; or

D. One incident which continues unabated for a period of 90 days.

NOTICE OF VIOLATION - Notice sent by the office of the Director of Codes Enforcement that
a potential violation of a property under the Patterson Town Code, or the New York State Building
and Fire Code has been observed, and which may or may not include a period in which the property
owner may correct the violation.

OWNER- Any person having a vested or contingent interest in the property in question, as shown
on the most recent deed filed with the County Clerk of the County of Putnam.



PUBLIC NUISANCE - Public nuisance shall include any activities that occurs on, or in any
building, structure or real property, and committed by an owner, tenant, renter, leasee, occupant, or
guest thereof, and constitutes a violation of the Town Code of the Town of Patterson, the New York
State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, or the Laws of the State of New Y ork, including
but not limited to the following :

A. Any building, structure or real property wherein there exists or has occurred any violation
of the Patterson Town Code, or the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code,
including the Property Maintenance Code of New York State, and any subsequent amendments or
superseding provisions thereto.

B. Any building, structure or real property used for the purpose of illegal use, possession or
distribution of a controlled substance or marijuana as defined by the New York State Penal Law.

C. Any building, structure or real property used for the purposes of prostitution as defined by
the New York State Penal Law.

D. Any building, structure or real property used for purposes of indecency, obscene
performances and/or promotion of obscene material as defined by the New York State Penal Law
and this Code.

E. Any building, structure or real property used for purposes of illegal gambling activity as
defined in the New York State Penal Law.

F. Any building, structure or real property used for the purpose of the commission of illegal
possession, use or sale of firearms or weapons as defined by the New York State Penal Law.

G. Any building, structure or real property where alcoholic beverages have been sold, offered
for sale or given to persons under the age of twenty-one.

H. Any building, structure or real property used for the purpose of illegal sale, manufacture or
consumption of alcohol beverages as defined by the New York State Alcohol Beverage Control
Law.

L. Any building, structure or real property wherein there exists or has occurred a criminal
nuisance as defined by the New York State Penal Law.

J. Any building, structure or real property used for purposes of loitering as defined by the New
York State Penal Law, or of the Patterson Town Code.

K. Any building, structure or real property wherein an occupant, guest or business invitee
conducts or performs activities or behaves in a manner that detrimentally effects the quiet and
reasonable use and enjoyment of adjacent or neighboring property as such conduct and activities are
defined by the New York State Penal Law, or the Patterson Town Code

§ 72-3. Presumption of violation.

For the purposes of this Chapter, is shall be presumed that a violation has occurred upon the
issuance of either an appearance ticket, or a violation, or a Notice of Violation by the Director of
Codes Enforcement, or of an arrest or violation by a peace officer, unless said appearance ticket,
notice of violation, violation or arrest has been decided otherwise by a court of competent
jurisdiction.



§ 72-4. Nuisance forbidden.

No owner, operator, manager, tenant, lessee or other occupier of a building, structure or real
property shall knowingly conduct, maintain, permit or allow the existence of a public nuisance, or
of a chronic public nuisance at the building, structure or real property. Any person, whether owner,
operator, manager, tenant, lessee or other occupier, who permits a chronic nuisance on property
under their ownership or control shall be in violation of this chapter.

§ 72-5. Presumption of knowledge.
Notice by first class mail or personal service of activities entailing a public nuisance to the

property owner, operator, manager, tenant, lessee or other occupier of a building, structure or real
property shall be prima facie evidence of knowledge of the public nuisance.

§ 72-6. Director of Codes Enforcement.

A. It shall be his duty of the Director of Codes Enforcement to enforce the provisions of this
chapter.
B. A copy of every violation, or every notice of violation issued to any operator, manager,

tenant, lessee or other occupier of a building, structure or real property, shall also be delivered by
first class mail or personal service to the owner of said property.

C. The Director of Codes Enforcement shall maintain a log of all time spent on a potential
violation of a property which may be considered a chronic public nuisance. This subsection shall
not apply to any initial violation issued to a property owner.

§ 72-7. Penalties for offenses; complaints.

A. Any person or corporation, whether as owner, lessee, principal, agent, employee or
otherwise, which violates the provisions of this chapter or permits any such violation or fails to
comply with any of the requirements thereof shall be guilty of a violation, punishable by a fine not
exceeding three hundred fifty dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both
for conviction of a first offense; for conviction of a second offense both of which were committed
within a period of five years, punishable by a fine of not less than three hundred fifty dollars nor
more than seven hundred dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both;
and, upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense all of which were committed within a period
of five years, punishable by a fine not less than seven hundred dollars not more than one thousand
dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both. For the purpose of conferring
jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations of this chapter or any part thereof
or any condition or requirement of subdivision approval shall be deemed misdemeanors. Each
week’s continued violation shall constitute a separate additional violation.

B. In addition, any penalty for a violation issued pursuant to Subsection A, above, any fine
imposed shall include an amount commensurate with the time spent by the Director of Codes
Enforcement addressing any public nuisance, or chronic public nuisance

C. Complaints of violations. Whenever a violation of this chapter occurs, any person may file
a complaint in regard thereto. All such complaints filed by an individual must be in writing and
filed with the Code Enforcement Officer, who shall properly record such complaint and immediately
investigate and report thereon to the Town Board. This Section shall not relieve the Building
Department from investigating or acting upon any violation of which they are made aware.



D. Accountability. For every violation of the provisions of this chapter, the owner, agent,
contractor, lessee, ground lessee, tenant, licensee, or any other person who commits, takes part, or
assists in such violation or who maintains any structures or premises in which any such violation
exists shall also be punishable according to the provisions of this chapter.

E. Upon the failure or refusal of the Code Enforcement Officer or Town Board to institute an
appropriate legal action or proceeding for a period of 10 days after written request by a resident
owner of real property of the town to do so, any three owners of real property of the town residing
in the district in which such violation exists, who are jointly or severally aggrieved by such
violation, may institute such appropriate action or proceeding in the same manner as the Director
of Codes Enforcement or Town Board.

F. For the purposes of this Chapter, a conviction for an offense in a court of competent
jurisdiction for a public nuisance as defined herein, shall not be required to establish that a violation
of this Chapter has occurred.

§ 72-8. Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, word, section or part of this Chapter shall be adjudged
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such judgment shall
not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the
clause, sentence, paragraph, word, section or part thereof, directly involved in the controversy in
which said judgment shall have been rendered.



Chapter 76
ARTICLE 1
DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS

§ 76-1 Purpose.

§ 76-2 Definitions.

§ 76-3 Restrictions.

§ 76-4 Dog licensing requirements and procedures.
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§ 76-6 Change of ownership; lost or stolen dogs; death.
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[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson as indicated in article
histories (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005). Amendments noted where applicable.]



ARTICLE I
Licensing, Identification and Control of Dogs

[Adopted 8-10-1977 by L.L. No. 3-1977; amended in its entirety 7-13-2016 by
L.L No. 4-2016]

§ 76-1. Purpose.

Effective January 1, 2011, the State of New York has relinquished the responsibility of dog
licensing function to local municipalities and eliminated the Animal Population Control Fund. Local
municipalities will now be required to adopt legislation relating to this issue. The purpose of this
article is to provide for the licensing and identification of dogs, the control and protection of the dog
population and the protection of the persons, property, domestic animals and deer from dog attack
and damage within the Town of Patterson.

§ 76-2. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following words shall have the following respective meanings:

ADOPTION — The delivery to any natural person eighteen (18) years of age or older, for the limited
purpose of harboring a pet, of any dog or cat seized or surrendered from the Town’s animal shelter.

CLERK — The Town Clerk or Deputy Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson by whom licenses are
to be validated or issued pursuant to this article.

CONFINED - Securely caged or otherwise confined or restrained or kept on the owners premises,
or premises under the lawful control of the owner, either within a building, kennel or other suitable
enclosure or securely fastened on a chain, wire or other effective tether of such length and so arrange
that the animal cannot reach or endanger any person or domestic animal kept on any adjacent
premises or on any public street, way or place, or, if the animal is restrained in a vehicle that it
cannot be expected to escape therefrom.

DANGEROUS DOG -
A. any dog which :

(1) Without justification attacks a person, companion animal, farm animal, or
domestic animal as defined in § 350 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, and causes
physical injury or death; or

(2) Behaves in a manner which a reasonable person would believe poses a
serious and unjustified imminent threat of serious physical injury or death to one or
more persons, companion animals, farm animals or domestic animals; or

3) without justification attacks a service dog, guide dog, hearing dog or other
animal and causes physical injury or death.

B. “Dangerous dog” does not include a police work dog, as defined herein, which acts
in the manner described in this paragraph while such police work dog is being used
to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official
duties.

DETECTION DOG — Any dog that is trained and is actually used, or is undergoing training to be
used for the purpose of detecting controlled substances, explosives, ignitable liquids, firearms,



cadavers, or school or correctional facility contraband.
DOG — Any member of the species canis familiaris.

DOG CONTROL OFFICER - Any individual appointed by the Town of Patterson to assist in the
enforcement of this article, or any authorized officer, agent or employee of an incorporated humane
society under contract with the Town of Patterson to assist in the enforcement of this article.

EUTHANASIA — The act of intentionally ending a life by means which is painless.

GUIDE DOG — Any dog that is trained to aid a person who is blind and that is actually used for such
purpose, or any dog owned by a recognized guide dog training center located within the State of
New York during the period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose.

HARBOR — To provide food or shelter to any or cat.

HEARING DOG — Any dog that is trained to aid a person with a hearing impairment and that is
actually used for such purpose, or any dog owned by a recognized training center located within the
State of New York during the period such dog is being trained or bred for such training.

IDENTIFICATION TAG — A tag which sets forth an identification number, as required by the
provisions set forth in this article.

LEASHED — The control by an individual of an animal by the use of a tether attached to the collar
or harness of animal, especially a dog, and used to lead it or hold it in check.

OWNER — The party purchasing the license unless the dog is or has been lost and such loss reported
to the Dog Control Officer and reasonable search has been made. If an animal is not licensed, the
term “owner” shall designate and cover any person or persons, firm, association or corporation who
or which at any time owns or has custody or control of, harbors or is otherwise responsible for any
animal which is kept, brought or comes within the town. Any person owning or harboring a dog for
aperiod of one (1) week prior to the filing of any complaint charging a violation of this article, shall
be held and deemed to be the “owner” of such dog for the purpose of this article. In the event the
“owner” of any dog found to be in violation of this article is a minor, the head of the household in
which said minor resides shall be deemed to have custody and control of said dog and shall be
responsible for any acts of said dog in violation of this article.

PERSON WITH DISABILITY — Any person with a disability as that term is defined in Subdivision
22 of § 292 of the New York Executive Law.

POLICE WORK DOG - Any dog owned or harbored by any municipal police department or any
state or federal law enforcement agency, which dog has been trained to aid law enforcement officers
and is actually being used for police work purposes.

RECREATIONAL AREAS — Any real property owned by the Town of Patterson which is used for
recreational purposes by the public, including but not limited to parks and playgrounds.

RUN AT LARGE - To be in a public place or on private lands without the knowledge, consent and
approval of the owner of such lands.

SENIOR RESIDENT — Any resident of the Town of Patterson who is age 65 or older.
SERVICE DOG — Any dog that has been or is being individually trained to do work or perform

tasks for the benefit of a person with a disability, provided that the dog is or will be owned by such
person or that person’s parent, guardian or other legal representative.



THERAPY DOG — Any dog that is trained to aid the emotional and physical health of patients in
hospitals, nursing homes, retirement homes and other setting that is actually used for such purpose,
or any dog owned by a recognized training center located within the State of New York during the
period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose.

TOWN — The area within the corporate limits of the Town of Patterson.

WAR DOG — Any dog which has been honorably discharged from the United States armed services.
WORKING SEARCH DOG — Any dog that is trained to aid in the search for missing Persons and
that is actually used for such purposes; provided, however, that such services provided by said dog
shall be performed without charge or fee.

§ 76-3. Restrictions.

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner of any dog in the Town of Patterson to permit or allow
such dog to:

(1) Run at large, unless in such area designated by the Town as a “dog park™.
(2) Be off the owner’s property unless leashed.

(3) Engage in habitual loud howling, barking, crying or whining or conduct itself in such a
manner as to habitually annoy any person other than the owner or harborer of such dog.

(4) Cause damage or destruction to public or private property or to defecate, urinate or
otherwise commit a nuisance upon the property of anyone other than the owner or harborer
of such dog.

(5) Bite chase, jump upon or otherwise harass any person in such manner as to cause
intimidation or to put such a person in reasonable apprehension of bodily harm or injury.

(6) Chase, leap on or otherwise harass bicycles or motor vehicles.
(7) Kill or injure any dog, cat or other household pet.
(8) Be unlicensed when four (4) months of age or older.

(9) Not have a current and valid New York State identification tag on its collar while at
large, whether or not restrained by an adequate leash.

B. It shall be unlawful:

(1) For any person to knowingly affix to any dog any false or improper identification tag or
special identification tag for identifying guide, service or hearing dogs.

(2) For any person to furnish any false or misleading information on any form required to
be filed with the Town of Patterson pursuant to the provisions of this article or any rules and
regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.

(3) For any person residing in the Town of Patterson to keep or harbor any dog, cat or other
animal in such a manner as to create offensive odors, excessive noise or unsanitary
conditions which are a menace to the health, comfort or safety of the public.

(4) For any owner or custodian of any dog to fail to confine, restrain or present such dog for



any lawful purpose pursuant to this article.

(5) For the owner or custodian of any dog to fail to exercise due diligence in handling his or
her dog if the handling results in harm to another dog that is a guide, hearing or service dog.

(6) For any owner of a dog to fail to notify the municipality in which his or her dog is

licensed of any change of ownership or address, as required by § 112 of the Agriculture and Markets

Law.

C.

The owners of, or persons in control of, such dogs shall be responsible to promptly remove
and dispose of, in a sanitary manner, any feces left by said dog in any public right-of-way
or any public property.

The maximum number of dogs that may be permitted on any property shall not be greater
than the number permitted under § 154-27A(3) of the Patterson Zoning Code.

§ 76-4. Dog licensing requirements and procedures.

A.

Licensing of dogs.

(1) The owner of any dog reaching the age of four (4) months shall immediately make
application for a dog license. No license shall be required for any dog under the age of four
(4) months that is not at large, or that is residing in a pound or shelter maintained by or under
contract or agreement with the Town. A license shall be renewed after a period of one (1)
year beginning with the first day of the month following the date of issuance. Renewal shall
be for a minimum of one (1) year and shall not exceed three (3) years, based on the
validation term of the rabies vaccination.

(2) Application for a dog license shall be made to the Clerk.

3) The application shall state the dog’s name, sex, actual or approximate year of birth,
breed, color(s) and other identification markers, if any, official identification number of the
dog, and the owner’s name, address and telephone number.

(4) The application shall be accompanied by a license fee as listed below and a valid
certificate of rabies vaccination or statement in lieu thereof. In the case of a spayed or
neutered dog, every application shall also be accompanied by a certificate signed by a
licensed veterinarian showing that the dog has been spayed or neutered, provided that such
certificate shall not be required if the same is already on file with the Clerk.

(%) No license shall be issued for a period expiring after the last day of the eleventh
month following the expiration date of the current rabies certificate for the dog being
licensed.
(6) The fees for a dog license shall be as follows:
(a) Un-spayed/un-neutered dog: $13.50 per year,.
(b) Spayed/neutered dog: $7.50 per year.
(©) There shall be no fee charged for a license issued for any detection dog, guide
dog, hearing dog, police work dog, service dog, therapy dog, war dog, or working

search dog.

(7) Upon validation by the Clerk, the application shall become a license for the dog



described therein. Once an application has been validated, no refund shall be made either
in whole, or in part.

(8) The Clerk shall provide a copy of the license to the owner and retain a record of the
license in either paper or electronic form.

9) No license shall be transferable. Upon the transfer of ownership of any dog, the new
owner shall immediately make application for a license for such dog. The original issued
identification tag shall remain the same for the life of the dog.

(10)  No dog can be adopted out of the Town’s animal shelter without first obtaining a
license from the Clerk.

B. Purebred licenses. There shall not be distinct purebred licenses as previously provided for
by the State. Any and all existing purebred licenses shall now be required to comply with Section
76-4.A of this article.

C. Rabies vaccination. The Clerk, at the time of issuing any license pursuant to this article,
shall require the applicant to present a statement certified by a licensed veterinarian showing that
the dog has been vaccinated to prevent rabies or, in lieu thereof, a statement certified by a licensed
veterinarian stating that because of age or other reason, the life of the dog would be endangered by
the administration of the vaccine. The Clerk shall make or cause to be made from such statement
a record of such information and file such record with a copy of the license.

D. Enumeration. In addition to other applicable fees, any person applying for a dog license for
a dog identified as unlicensed during an enumeration shall pay a fee of $5.00. Such additional fee
shall be used to pay the expenses incurred by the Town in conducting the enumeration. In the event
that the additional fees collected exceed the expenses incurred by the Town in conducting an
enumeration in any year, such excess fees may be used by the Town for any other lawful purpose.

§ 76-5. Identification of dogs.

A. Each dog licensed shall be assigned, at the time the dog is licensed for the first time, a
permanent official identification number. Such identification number shall be carried by the dog
on an identification tag that shall be affixed to a collar on the dog at all times.

B. The official identification number shall constitute the official identification of the dog to
which it is assigned, regardless of changes of ownership, and the number shall not be reassigned to
any other dog during the lifetime of the dog to which it is assigned.

C. At the time a dog is first licensed, one identification tag shall be furnished to the owner at
no charge. Any replacement tag shall be obtained by the owner at his expense at a fee of $3.00.

D. No tag carrying an official identification number shall be affixed to the collar of any dog
other than the dog to which that number has been assigned.

E. The identification tag shall be imprinted with the words “Town of Patterson,” the dog’s
official identification number and the telephone number of the Clerk’s office.

§ 76-6. Change of ownership; lost or stolen dogs; death.

A. In the event of a change of ownership of any dog that has been assigned an official

identification number or a change in the address of the owner of record of any such dog, the owner
of record shall notify the Clerk of such change within ten (10) days of the change.



B. If any dog that has been assigned an official identification number becomes lost or stolen,
the owner of record shall notify the Clerk within ten (10) days of the discovery of such loss or theft.

C. In the event of the death of a dog that has been assigned an official identification number,
the owner of record shall notify the Clerk either prior to the renewal of the license or upon the time
of such renewal.

§ 76-7. Enforcement.

A. There shall be and there is hereby created the position of Dog Control Officer, which person
shall serve at the pleasure of the Town Board. The Dog Control Officer shall have all the powers
of a constable or other peace officer in the execution of provisions of this article and the provisions
of Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, including service of summonses and appearance
tickets pursuant to the Criminal Procedure Law. It shall be the duty of such Dog control Officer of
the Town of Patterson to enforce the appropriate provisions of the Agriculture and Markets Law
with respect to dogs in the Town of Patterson and to enforce this article.

B. All complaints concerning alleged violations of this article shall be communicated to the Dog
Control Officer. All such complaints shall be investigated, and it shall be the duty of the Dog
Control Officer ro proceed with civil or criminal enforcement of this article or any other provision
og the law pertaining thereto.

C. No person shall hinder, resist or oppose the Dog Control Officer, peace officer or other
person(s) authorized to administer or enforce the provisions of this article in the performance of the
officer’s duties under this article.

D. Any duly authorized agent of the Society for the Prevention of the Cruelty of Animals is
hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of § 76-3A(1) through (7) and §76-10

§ 76-8. Seizure.; redemption; euthanasia.

A. The Dog Control Officer of the Town of Patterson, or any peace officer, may seize any dog
which is found to be in violation of any portion of this article, as well as any dog or dogs othwise
required to be seized under any by virtue of the Agriculture and Markets Law of the State of New
York.

B. Any dog seized shall be impounded and disposed of in accordance with the provisions of
Article 7 and other applicable provisions of the Agriculture and Markets Law, and as provided
herein. The Dog Control Officer or police officer may also investigate or refer to the Town Justice
of the Town any dangerous dog as described in Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law and
see that the order of the Town Justice in such case is carried out.

C. Redemption period. Promptly upon seizure of any identified dog, the owner of record of such
dog shall be notified by the Dog Control Officer either personally or by certified mail, return receipt
requested, of the facts of seizure and the procedure for redemption. If notification is personally
given, such dog shall be held for a period of at least five days after the day of notice, during which
period the dog may be redeemed by the owner. If such notification is made by mail, such dog shall
be held for a period of nine days from the date of mailing, during which period the dog may be
redeemed by the owner. In either case, the owner may redeem such dog upon payment of the
impoundment fees prescribed in Subsection D below, in cash, to the Town Clerk and by producing
proof that the dog has been licensed.

D. Each dog which is not identified, whether or not licensed, shall be held for a period provided



under Subsection C, during which period the dog may be redeemed by its owner, provided that such
owner produces proof that the dog has been licensed and has been identified pursuant to the
provisions of Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, and further provided the owner pays
to the Town Clerk, in cash, the following impoundment fees:

(1) Twenty-Five for the first twenty-four-hour period or any part thereof, and $25.00 for
each additional twenty-four-hour period or part thereof, for the firstimpoundment of any dog
owned by that person.

(2) Thirty dollars for the first 24-hour period or any part thereof, and $30.00 for each
additional 24-hour period or part thereof, for the second impoundment within one year of
the first impoundment of any dog owned by that person.

3) Thirty-five dollars for the first 24-hour period or any part thereof, and $35.00 for
each additional 24-hour period or part thereof, for the third and subsequent impoundments
within one year of the first impoundment of any dog owned by that person.

E. Each dog seized in accordance with the provisions of this article shall be properly sheltered,
fed and watered during the redemption period as herein provided in a facility so designated by the
Town Board of the Town of Patterson.

F. An owner shall forfeit title to any dog unredeemed at the expiration of the appropriate
redemption period. The dog may be kept by the Putnam County Humane Society for a period of
three (3) months, and all costs for keeping the dog shall be borne by the Putnam County Humane
Society, during which time the dog shall be available for adoption. Thereafter, the dog shall be
euthanized.

G. No action shall be maintained against the Town of Patterson, any duly designated Dog
Control Officer or any other agent or officer of the Town to recover the possession or value of any
dog or for damages for injury or compensation for the destruction of any dog seized or destroyed
pursuant to the provisions of this article.

H. The euthanasia of any dog shall be by a veterinarian in keeping with the latest humane
practices of dispoing of animals. No dog seized by the Dog Control Officer shall be sold or
surrendered to any person, firm, organization or institution for experimental use. The Dog Control
Officer who causes such dog to be euthanized shall make a written report of such euthanasia and
disposition to the Town Clerk, together with a statement from the veterinarian who euthanized the
dog, stating that dog was euthanized in keeping eith humane practices. The Town Clerk shall keep
a record of all dogs which are euthanized.

§ 76-9. Adoption.

Pursuant to Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, any dog which is held in
compliance with § 76-8 of this chapter may be released for adoption for a fee as set from time to
time by resolution of the Town Board, to be paid to the Town Clerk or the Dog Control Officer.
Any adopted dog shall be spayed or neutered before or after its release from custody.

§ 76-10. Humane treatment of animals.

It shall be unlawful for any person in the Town of Patterson to torture, torment, deprive of
necessary sustenance, unnecessarily beat or otherwise abuse, or needlessly mutilate or kill a living
animal or creature. Any animal so treated shall be impounded by the Dog Control Officer. The
owner thereof shall be notified in writing, by personal service or by regular mail, of the alleged
violation, and the matter shall be referred to the Town Justice for a hearing and determination



pursuant to law.

§ 76-11. Complaints.

A. Any person who observes a violation of this article may file a complaint under oath with a
Town Justice of the Town specifying the nature of the violation, the date thereof, a description of
the dog and the name and residence, if known, of the owner of the dog. Such complaint may serve
as the basis for enforcing the provisions of this article.

B. Upon receipt by the Town Justice of any such complaint, he shall summon the alleged owner
to appear in person before him for a hearing, at which both the complainant and the owner shall have
an opportunity to be represented by counsel and to present evidence. If, after such hearing, the
Town Justice decides that further action is warranted, he may order the following:

(1) The owner shall restrain such dog by collar and leash at all times whether on or off
th owner’s property;

(2) The owner shall confine such dog to the premises of the owner;

3) Such other remedy authorized by law or as may be warranted by the circumstances
in such case.

C. A violation of any order issued by a Town Justice under the provisions of this section shall
be an offense punishable, upon conviction thereof, as provided in § 76-13 herein.

§ 76-12. Penalties for offenses.

A. The Dog Control Officer or any peace officer may bring an action against any person who
has committed any violation of this article.

B. Any person or corporation, whether as owner, lessee, principal, agent, employee or
otherwise, which violates any of the provisions of this article or permits any such violation
or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof shall be guilty of a violation,
punishable by a fine of not less than $100 but not more than $350; for conviction of a second
offense, both of which were committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine
of not less than $350 nor more than $700 or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six
months, or both; and, upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense, al of which where
committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine of not less than $700 nor more
than $1,000 or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both. For the purpose
of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations of this article
or any part thereof or any condition or requirement of any subdivision shall be deemed
misdemeanors.

C. Each dog may be considered separately for the purpose of establishing penalties for offenses
under this article, and each day of continued violation shall be considered a separate additional
violation.



Chapter 79

DUMPS AND DUMPING
ARTICLE I
Sanitary Landfill Regulations
§ 79-1. Legislative intent.
§ 79-2. Definitions.
§ 79-3. Hours of use.
§ 794. Acceptable refuse.
§ 79-5. Prerequisites for use of landfill.
§ 79-6. Collection vehicles.
§ 79-7. Compliance with regulations.
§ 79-8. Promulgation of rules; penalties for offenses.
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Private Dumps
§ 79-11. Private dumps prohibited; permit required for placement of fill; prohibited
refuse.
§ 79-12. Penalties for offenses.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson: Art.I, 5-12-76 as L.L.
No. 1-1976; Art. I1, 10-10-73. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted
where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Garbage, rubbish and refuse - See Ch. 97.
Littering - See Ch. 103.

ARTICLE I
Sanitary Landfill Regulations
[Adopted 5-12-76 as L.L. No. 1-1976]

§ 79-1. Legislative intent.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson finds it necessary for the preservation of the
health, safety, good conduct and appearance of the town and the convenience and financial well-
being of the citizenry to regulate the use of the sanitary landfill. These rules and regulations are
intended to maintain prompt, efficient, clean and courteous service in the use of the sanitary landfill
and in the removal of garbage and refuse in the Town of Patterson.



§ 79-2. Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

LANDFILL OPERATOR - The person who shall operate the Town of Patterson sanitary landfill
site.

PERSON - Any individual, firm, trust, partnership, public or private association or corporation or
other entity.

REFUSE - Any one (1) or more of the following: garbage, trash, rubbish and similar used or waste
material.

SANITARY LANDFILL - That facility maintained and operated by the Town of Patterson.

§ 79-3. Hours of use.

The sanitary landfill shall be opened on such days and times as the Town Board shall provide
for by resolution, which days and times shall be posted at the entrance to the sanitary landfill. No
person shall deposit waste, garbage or refuse at any other day or time than as provided for herein.

§ 79-4. Acceptable refuse. [Amended 4-27-1994 by L.L. No. 1-1994]

Only that refuse, garbage, trash, rubbish and similar used and/or waste material originated
and collected in the Town of Patterson shall be accepted in the sanitary landfill, with the exception
that the town may temporarily accept beneficial use materials and other New Y ork State Department
of Environmental Conservation approved materials from duly licensed haulers located inside or
outside the Town of Patterson for the sole purpose of bringing the Patterson landfill up to proper
grade levels in accordance with the approved closure plan.

§ 79-5. Prerequisites for use of landfill.

A. No person, firm or corporation shall deposit refuse of any kind at the landfill who is not a
resident of the Town of Patterson or who has not secured permission to do the same from or who
has not entered into a written contract with the Town Board. No person shall deposit refuse in the
landfill without first having received an identification sticker from the Town Clerk, which shall be
valid to January 1, annually.

B. The Town Board may hereafter provide by resolution for rates to be charged for vehicle
loads or wastes deposited in the sanitary landfill, and no person shall deposit waste in the landfill
without first having paid the Town Clerk the charges required by the Town Board for such load or
loads.

C. No firm shall engage in the business of collecting waste, refuse or garbage in the Town of
Patterson without first having complied with Subsection A-
§ 79-6. Collection vehicles.

Anyone collecting or hauling refuse or garbage in the Town of Patterson or using the sanitary

landfill for the disposal of refuse or garbage shall henceforth cover all such vehicles with a covering
to prevent such refuse or garbage from being strewn on the road.



§ 79-7. Compliance with regulations.

No person shall deposit refuse in the sanitary landfill except in conformity with these rules
and regulations, and no person shall engage in conduct adversely affecting the quiet, efficient
operation of the landfill.

§ 79-8. Promulgation of rules; penalties for offenses. [Amended 9-10-1980 by L.L. No. 3-1980;
10-10-1984 by L.L. No. 3-1984]

A. The Town Board shall appoint a Landfill Operator to conduct the operation of the landfill.
The Landfill Operator may make such rules and regulations as are not inconsistent with these and
as are necessary to the efficient operation of the landfill. He shall post such rules and regulations
at the entrance of the landfill and shall provide a copy of the same to the Town Clerk, who shall
maintain them in the Town Clerk’s files.

B. The Landfill Operator, in addition to any other remedies he may have by these regulations
and at law, may exclude any person from the use of the landfill who has violated the law or these
regulations or whose intention it is, in the opinion of the Landfill Operator, to violate these
regulations or other applicable law.

C. Any person committing an offense against any of the provisions of this chapter or Article,
as the case may be, shall be guilty of a violation under the Penal law and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be punishable for each offense by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.) or by
imprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) days, or both.

§ 79-9. Interpretation.

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to supersede the standards contained in the State
Sanitary Code or the County Sanitary Code. In the event of any dispute regarding which standards
shall be applicable between these rules and regulations and any other applicable rules and
regulations, this Article shall be interpreted by any court of competent jurisdiction so that the more
strict shall prevail. It is the intention of these rules and regulations that standards of performance
in the sanitary landfill shall comply with the requirements of the State and County Sanitary Codes.

§ 79-10. Noncontractual provision; reservations

Nothing contained in this Article shall be construed or interpreted to mean that the town is
a party to any contract for refuse removal. The Town of Patterson reserves the right to bring an
action or proceeding for injunctive relief to enjoin violation of any of the provisions of this Article.

ARTICLE 11
Private Dumps
[Adopted 10-10-73]

§ 79-11. Private dumps prohibited; permit required for placement of fill; prohibited refuse.
[Amended 2-24-88 by L.L. No. 3-1988]

A. The use of any land within the Town of Patterson as a dump or dumping ground other than
the public dump or dumping ground maintained by the town is hereby prohibited.

B. The placement of any fill consisting of any material, including but not limited to soil and
other natural products, on any land in the Town of Patterson is hereby prohibited unless a permit for
such placement is obtained by the property owner from the Town of Patterson Planning Board in



accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson.

C. Dumping of garbage, refuse or other material collected from outside the Town of Patterson
is similarly prohibited.

79-12. Penalties for offenses. [Amended 9-10-80 by L.L. No. 3-1980; 10-10-84 by L.L. No. 3-
1984]

Any person committing an offense against any of the provisions of this chapter or Article,
as the case may be, shall be guilty of a violation under the Penal Law and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be punishable for each offense by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.) or by
imprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) days, or both.



Chapter 84

ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS

ARTICLE I

Indecent Exposure

§ 84-1. Purpose.

§ 84-2. Definitions.

§ 84-3. Restrictions on employees.
§ 84-4. Penalties for offenses.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson: Art. I, 7-9-86 as L.L.
No. 3-1986. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]
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ARTICLE 1
Indecent Exposure
[Adopted 7-9-86 as L.L. No. 3-1986]

§ 84-1. Purpose.

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Town of Patterson, State of New York, that, in
order to preserve public peace and good order and to safeguard the health, safety, welfare and morals
within the incorporated area of the Town of Patterson, it is necessary to regulate and control the
operations and conduct of places of public assembly conducted as cabarets, bars or lounges, dance
halls, discotheques or the like so as to fix certain responsibilities and duties of persons owning,
operating or controlling such establishments.

§ 84-2. Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

BAR and/or LOUNGE - Any place of public assembly in which the business of directly or indirectly
selling and/or serving drinks to the public is conducted and in which any musical entertainment,
singing, dancing in a designated area or other form of amusement is also permitted and shall include
such aroom, place or space which provides incidental musical entertainment by mechanical devices,
with or without dancing.

CABARET - Any place of public assembly in which the business of directly or indirectly selling or
serving food, drinks or alcoholic beverages to the public is conducted and in which any musical
entertainment, singing, dancing in a designated area or other form of amusement is also permitted
and shall include such a room, place or space which provides incidental musical entertainment by
mechanical devices, with or without dancing,

DANCE HALL - Any place of public assembly in which dancing is carried on and to which the
public may gain admittance either with or without payment of a fee.

DISCOTHEQUE AND THE LIKE - Any place of public assembly in which the business of directly
or indirectly selling and/or serving food, drinks and/or alcoholic beverages to the public is
conducted, in which dancing is carried on by any musical entertainment and to which the public may
gain admission either with or without the payment of a fee.

PERSON - Any individual, partnership, club, association, corporation, society or any other
organized group of persons and shall include the officers, directors, stockholders and trustees of a
club, corporation, association or society.

PLACES OF PUBLIC ASSEMBLY - A room, place or space which is occupied for recreational,
amusement, social, sports or similar purposes or any building, shed or enclosure, whether indoor or
outdoor, coming within the occupancy and other similar classifications of this section, as determined
by the officer charged with the enforcement of this Article. For the purpose of interpretation, the
term “public assembly,” where used in this Article, shall include the terms * public assembly” or
“assembly” as may be used in other codes, laws, ordinances, rules or regulations, as may be
applicable in the Town of Patterson.

§ 84-3. Restrictions on employees.
A. It shall be unlawful for any person conducting, maintaining or operating a cabaret, bar and/or

lounge, dance hall or discotheque establishment or any other place of public assembly within the
Town of Patterson to suffer or permit any waitress, barmaid, entertainer or other person who comes



in contact with or appears before, or is likely to come in contact with or appear before, patrons of
the establishment, or for any person to appear in the presence of such patrons, with breasts
uncovered in such a manner that the portion of the breast below the top of the areola is not covered
with a fully opaque covering or with the lower part of the torso uncovered or so thinly covered or
draped as to appear uncovered or to appear, or suffer or permit any person to appear, in any scene,
sketch, act or entertainment with breasts or the lower part of the torso uncovered or so thinly draped
as to appear uncovered.

B. References to breasts in this section refer to females only. References to the lower part of
the torso refer to both male and female.

§ 84-4. Penalties for offenses.

Any person who shall violate any provision of this Article shall be guilty of a violation
punishable by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.) or imprisonment for a period not
to exceed fifteen (15) days, or both. Each day's continued violation shall constitute a separate
violation.



§ 87-1.
§ 87-2.
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ARTICLE I
Authority and Purpose; Applicability; Definitions

§ 87-1. Legislative Findings, Intent and Purpose.

A. The Town of Patterson incurs significant expenses in the review of land development by the
Town Board, the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals and the office of the Code
Enforcement Officer. Administrative costs include, but are not limited to, processing applications,
consultations among municipal officers and officials regarding the facts and circumstances of the
application, preparation of hearing notices, publication of hearing notices, preparation of affidavits
of posting and publication, preparation and maintenance of official records regarding the application
and municipal review of the application, testimony by municipal officials at public hearings,
processing of resolutions and determinations, filing fees and miscellaneous services and
disbursements. When these expenses are occasioned in connection with an appeal, application or
petition made by an applicant to the town or an instrumentality of the town, then it is proper and in
the public interest for the applicant to bear the cost of these expenses.

B. The Town Board further finds and determines that in order to protect and safeguard the Town
of Patterson, its residents and their property, with respect to certain land developments within the
Town

(1)  Applications for land development should also be reviewed by individuals
knowledgeable in the various elements of that development;

(2) All buildings, highways, drainage facilities, sanitary sewer facilities, other utilities
and parks within said developments should be designed and constructed in a competent and
workmanlike manner and in conformity with all applicable governmental codes, rules and
regulations and dedicated and conveyed to the Town in a legally sufficient manner

3) In order to assure the foregoing, it is essential for the Town to have competent
engineers retained by the Town to review and approve plans and designs, make
recommendations to the Town Board, Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, inspect
the construction of highways, drainage, sewer, other facilities and parks to be dedicated to
the Town and to recommend their acceptance by the Town, to have competent attorneys
retained by the Town to negotiate and draft appropriate agreements with developers, obtain,
review and approve necessary securities, insurance and other legal documents, review
proposed deeds and easements to assure the Town is obtaining good and proper title and to
generally represent the Town with respect to legal disputes and issues with respect to
developments, to have competent planners to ensure that land developments and zoning
changes are designed in harmony with the surrounding environment, to ensure that the
procedural requirements of State and local laws, rules and regulations are met, and to make
recommendations to the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, and;

(4) The cost of retaining such competent engineers, attorneys and planners should
ultimately be paid by those who seek to profit from such developments rather than from
general Town funds which are raised by assessments paid by taxpayers of the Town.

§ 87-2. Legislative authority; supersession of state law.

This chapter is enacted under the authority §10, Subdivision 1, Paragraph (ii), Subparagraphs
(a)(12) and (d)(3) of the Municipal Home Rule Law and Municipal Home Rule Law § 22. To the
extent Town Law Article 16 including §§ 274-a, 274-b, 276,277 and 278 do not authorize the Town
Board, Town Planning Board, Town Zoning Board of Appeals, or the Building Department to
require the reimbursement to the Town of legal, and engineering and planning expenses incurred



by the Town in connection with the review and consideration of application for approval by the
Town Board, Town Planning Board, or Town Zoning Board of Appeals, it is the expressed intent
of the Town Board to change and supersede such statutes. More particularly, where such statutes
do not authorize the deferral or withholding of such approvals in the event such expenses are not
paid to the Town, it is the expressed intent of the Town Board to change and supersede Town Law,
Article 16 including Sections 274-a, 274-b, 276, 277 and 278 to empower the Town to require such
payment as a condition to such approvals.

§ 87-3. Definitions.
As used in this local law, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated:

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE - The initial application fee submitted for the administrative costs for
processing an application submitted to an instrumentality of the Town of Patterson as described in
§87-1(A).

APPLICANT — Any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization
of any kind who or which requests the Town Board, Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals
to approve a development.

DEVELOPER — Any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization
of any kind who or which constructs or proposes to construct one or more highways, drainage
facilities, utilities or parks within or in conjunction with a development and to convey or dedicate
same to the Town.

DEVELOPMENT - The alteration, changing, constructing on or subdividing a parcel of land.

DRAINAGE FACILITY — All surface water drainage facilities, including, but not limited to,
detention and retention basins, storm sewers and their appurtenances, drainage swales and ditches,
and any easements through or over which said facilities may be constructed or installed in or in
connection with a development.

ESCROW FUND - A sum of money deposited with the Town Supervisor for the payment of
Professional Plan Review, or for the inspection of the installation of improvements associated with
a site plan or subdivision approved by the Planning Board of the Town of Patterson.

FINAL APPROVAL - Final approval shall mean the endorsement of a final subdivision plat or site
plan by the Planning Board, or the adoption of a resolution which approves, approves with
conditions or denies an application pending before the Town Board or Zoning Board of Appeals.

HIGHWAY - The term “highway” included a street, avenue, road, square, place, alley, lane,
boulevard, concourse, parkway, overpass and underpass and also includes all items appurtenant
thereto, including but not limited to bridges, culverts, ditches, shoulders and sidewalks in or in
connection with a development.

PARK — An area of land located within a development which is open to the public and devoted to
active or passive recreation.

PROFESSIONAL PLAN REVIEW - The review of a proposal to change, alter or subdivide a parcel
of land including, the preparation of a subdivision plat in accordance with Chapter 138 of the
Patterson Town Code, a Special Use Permit or Site Plan in accordance with Chapter 154 of the
Patterson Town Code, the review of a request to amend the zoning code, the review of plans or
structural drawing submitted to the Building Department or the review of any other land
development proposal as may be requested by a Town Official, as conducted by an engineer,
architect, attorney or planner employed or contracted by the Town to ensure its compliance with the



policies enumerated in §87-10of this Local Law.

SEQRA - The State Environmental Quality Review Act including the rules and regulations
promulgated by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation under 6NYCRR
Part 617.

SITE PLAN - A plan prepared pursuant to §154-79 showing the size, location, character,
architectural features and suitability of all buildings and facilities related thereto including but not
limited to method of access, walkways, parking, landscaping, stormwater facilities.

SUBDIVISION — A division of land into one or more lots pursuant to Town of Patterson
Subdivision Code §138, and including any adjustment of property boundaries

TOWN — The Town of Patterson.

TOWN OFFICIAL - An elected or appointed individual that by reason of office, represents the
Town of Patterson.

UTILITIES — All water, sanitary sewer, stormwater, gas, electric, telephone, cable television
facilities and any easements or land through or over which said facilities maybe constructed or
installed in or in connection with a development.

§ 87-4. Reimbursement of Fees and Expenses.

A. When an appeal, application or petition is made by an applicant to the town or an
instrumentality of the town, the applicant shall pay a fee for the administration of the application.
In addition the applicant shall reimburse the Town of all reasonable costs for Professional Plan
Review incurred by the Town in connection with the review and consideration of such appeal,
application or petition, or for inspection of the installation of improvements associated with any
application made to or approved by the Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town
of Patterson. [Amended 8-10-2011 by L.L. No. 6-2011]

B. Unless otherwise specifically provided in this Local Law establishing fees, the administrative
fees required pursuant to this Article shall be paid in advance and upon submission of an
application; and the failure to submit the full payment required shall render the application
incomplete.

C. Simultaneously with the filing of an application for approval of a development, and prior to
the commencement of any construction of buildings, highways, drainage facilities, utilities or parks
therein the applicant or developer, as the case may be, shall deposit with the Town Supervisor a sum
of money (the Escrow Fund), as may be set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board,
which sum shall be used to pay the costs incurred by the Town for Professional Plan Review as
described in §87-3 of this local law, or for inspection of the installation of improvements associated
with a site plan or subdivision approved by the Planning Board of the Town of Patterson.

D. Upon receipt of such sums, the Town Supervisor shall cause such monies to be placed in a
separate non-interest bearing account in the name of the Town and shall keep a separate record of
all such monies so deposited and the name of the applicant or developer and project for which such
sums were deposited.

E. Upon receipt and approval by the Town Board of itemized vouchers for Professional Plan
Review rendered on behalf of the Town, the Town Supervisor shall cause such vouchers to be paid
out of the monies so deposited, and shall furnish copies of such vouchers to the applicant or
developer at the same time such vouchers are submitted to the Town.



F. The Town Board shall review and audit all such vouchers and shall approve payment of only
such Professional Plan Review fees as are reasonable in amount and necessarily incurred by the
Town in connection with the review, consideration and approval of developments and the inspection
and acceptance of highways, drainage facilities, utilities and parks within or in conjunction with
such developments. For purpose of the foregoing, a fee or part thereof is reasonable in amount if
it bears a reasonable relationship to the average charge by engineers or attorneys to the Town for
services performed in connection with the approval or construction of a similar development and
in this regard the Town Board may take into consideration the size, type and number of buildings
to be constructed, the amount of time to complete the development, the topography of the land on
which such development is located, soil conditions, surface water, drainage conditions, the nature
and extent of highways, drainage facilities, utilities and parks to be constructed and any special
conditions or considerations as the Town Board may deem relevant; and a fee or part thereof is
necessarily incurred if it was charged by the professional for a service which was rendered in order
to protect or promote the health, safety or other vital interests of the residents of the Town, protect
public or private property from damage from uncontrolled, surface water run-off and other factors,
assure the proper and timely construction of highways, drainage facilities, utilities and parks, protect
the legal interests of the Town including receipt by the Town of good and proper title to dedicated
highways and other facilities and the avoidance of claims and liability, and such other interests as
the Town Board may deem relevant.

G. If at any time there shall be insufficient monies on hand to the credit of such applicant or
developer to pay the approved vouchers in full, or if it shall reasonably appear to the Town
Supervisor that such monies will be insufficient to meet vouchers yet to be submitted, pursuant to
§87-17 the Town Supervisor shall cause the applicant or developer to deposit additional sums as the
Supervisor deems necessary or advisable in order to meet such expenses or anticipated expenses.

H. In the event that the applicant or developer fails to deposit such funds or such additional
funds, the Town Supervisor shall notify as applicable, the Chairman of the Planning Board, Zoning
Board of Appeals, Town Board and/or Town’s Code Enforcement Officer of such failure, and any
review, approval, building permit or certificates of occupancy may be withheld by the appropriate
Board, officer or employee of the Town until such monies are deposited.

L. After final approval, and after payment of all approved vouchers submitted regarding such
development, any sums remaining on account to the credit of such applicant or developer shall be
returned to such applicant or developer, along with a statement of the vouchers so paid.

J. A developer who constructs, or proposes to construct, improvements as shown on an
approved erosion and sediment control plan, subdivision, or site plan shall deposit with the Town
an Inspection Fee as established pursuant to Article II Schedule of Fees, for the inspection of erosion
and sediment control practices, and for any improvements shown on an approved erosion and
sediment control plan, subdivision, or site plan.

K. The escrow fund required by this local law shall be in addition to any application fees as may
be required by other laws, rules, regulations or ordinances of the Town, and shall not be used to
offset the Town’s general expenses of legal and engineering services for the several Boards of the
Town, nor its general administration expenses.

§ 87-5. Exceptions.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this local law, an applicant or
developer shall not be required to reimburse the Town for any part of a legal or engineering fee
incurred by the Town for services performed in connection with matters, including but not limited
to those resulting from complaints by third parities, as to which the Town Board determines the
applicant or developer had no responsibility or was beyond the reasonable control of the applicant
or developer.



§ 87-6. Zoning Board of Appeals fees.
A. Fees shall be established for the following Zoning Board of Appeals matters:
(1) Area variances.
(2) Use variances.
3) Interpretations.
(4) Special Use Permits.
(%) General Appearance fee.
B. Due to the increase in the administrative costs associated with reviewing certain applications,
where an application has been submitted requesting approval of an activity that has already been
commenced, or for a structure that has already been erected, the application fee shall be two times
the regular application fee.
§ 87-7. Planning Board fees.
Fees shall be established for the following Planning Board matters:
A. Site plan review.
B. Minor subdivision applications:
(1) For two (2) lots.
(2) For three (3) lots.
3) For four (4) lots.
C. Major subdivision applications:
(1) For five (5) lots.
(2) For each additional lot.
Site inspections.
Recreation fees in lieu of parkland.
Sign application review.

Driveway waivers.

T @ = m g

Fill Permits

§ 87-8. Payment of expenses incurred by Town Board.

A. Whenever, in connection with an application or petition, a local law is necessary or
appropriate to implement the benefit or relief sought or to regulate conditions occasioned by the



granting of an approval or approvals, the total actual expenses incurred by the town in connection
with the preparation and consideration of a proposed local law shall be borne by the applicant. The
minimum fees established by resolution shall be paid by the applicant upon the earlier of the
submission of a petition, if applicable, or prior to the endorsement of an approved subdivision plat
or site plan or the issuance of any building permit or the filing of any applicable local law with the
Secretary of State.

B. Fees shall be established for the following:

(1) Zone change local law.

(2) Miscellaneous local laws, including stop sign, speed limit and parking local laws,
considered in connection with subdivision, site plan, special use permit and zoning
amendments (other than zone changes).

§ 87-9. Code Enforcement Officer fees.

Fees shall be established for the following activities of the Code Enforcement Officer:
A. Building permits:

(1) Residential.

(2) Other uses.
B. Certificates of occupancy:

(1) Residential.

(2) Other uses.

3) Temporary.

(4) Permanent.

C. Fire prevention and safety inspections:
(1) For buildings containing more than two (2) dwelling units.

(2) For nonresidential buildings.

D. Floodplain development permits.

§ 87-10. Freshwater wetland application and permit fees.

Fees shall be established for freshwater wetlands applications and/ or permit fees.

§ 87-11. Approval extensions.

Whenever an extension is necessary to prevent an approval from lapsing or becoming
otherwise void, the first such request for an extension shall be processed at no charge, and the
second and each subsequent request for an extension shall be processed only upon prior payment
of fees established by resolution of the Town Board.



§ 87-12. Fees for additional applications.

No abatement of fees shall be granted, unless herein specifically provided, for as a result of
an applicant seeking more than one (1) approval or submitting more than one (1) application in
connection with a particular project.

§ 87-13. SEQRA compliance required.

Whenever environmental analysis is required pursuant to the provisions of the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) or any local law implementing SEQRA, all expenses
relating to the environmental review shall be in a manner consistent with 6 NYCRR Part 617.

§ 87-14. Amendments to an approved plan.

Whenever an application is submitted to amend an approved plan or permit, it shall be
considered a new application and the fees specified pursuant to the Article shall apply; provided,
however, that in the case of an amendment to a subdivision plat, the fees shall be based on the
number of lots modified or affected by the amendment, provided further that in no event shall the
fees due on a subdivision amendment application be less than the minimum provided for a minor
or major subdivision, respectively.

§ 87-15. When effective; applicability..

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary of State
and shall effect all applications that have not received a “final” approval or a “conditional final”
approval at the time this Local Law is adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson except
that any administrative application fees received for the processing of an application deemed
complete by the reviewing Board shall be considered the required application fee.

ARTICLE II
Schedule of Fees

§ 87-16. Establishment of Fees.

The fees established pursuant to this Chapter shall be set from time to time by resolution of
the Town Board and shall be set forth in the Patterson Schedule of Fees.

§87-17 Professional Plan Review Fees.

A. Pursuant to §87-4(C) a developer shall deposit with the Town Supervisor, simultaneously
with the filing of an application as listed below, a sum of money (the Escrow Fund), which sum shall
be used to pay the costs incurred by the Town for Professional Plan Review as set from time to time
by resolution of the Town Board.

B. After a developer has deposited a sum of money with the Town Supervisor, upon the balance
of that fund being equal to or less than twenty (20%) percent of the original amount deposited, the
developer shall deposit such additional funds with the Town Supervisor so as to equal the amount
of the original deposit. Failure to deposit such funds within thirty (30) days of notice being provided



to the Applicant:

(1) Where an application has been submitted to the Planning Board or Zoning Board of
Appeals: shall render the Application incomplete. If such Application is deemed
incomplete, the Board conducting the review may in the discretion of the Board
suspend the review of the application, or deny the Application.

(2) Where an application has been submitted to the Planning Board or Zoning Board of
Appeals, and a conditional approval has been issued: No extension of said approval
shall be granted unless the developer is in compliance with this Section.

3) Where a building permit has been issued: The Supervisor may direct that either a
stop work order be issued, a violation pursuant to this Chapter be issued, or both.

C. The amount charged for the review of a “draft” or “final” environmental impact statement
shall be subject to the limitations of 6 NYCRR §617.13.

§ 87-18. Penalties for offenses.

A. Any person or corporation, whether as owner, lessee, principal, agent, employee or
otherwise, which violates any of the provisions of this chapter or permits any such violation or fails
to comply with any of the requirements thereof shall be guilty of a violation, punishable by a fine
not exceeding three hundred fifty dollars ($350) or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six
months, or both for conviction of a first offense; for conviction of a second offense both of which
were committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine of not less than three hundred
fifty dollars ($350) nor more than seven hundred dollars ($700) or imprisonment for a period not
to exceed six months, or both; and, upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense all of which
were committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine not less than seven hundred
dollars ($700) not more than one thousand dollars ($1000) or imprisonment for a period not to
exceed six months, or both. For the purpose of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and judicial
officers generally, violations of this chapter or any part thereof shall be deemed misdemeanors. Each
days continued violation shall constitute a separate additional violation.
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ARTICLE I
Authority and Purpose; Applicability; Interpretation; Definitions

§ 91-1. Findings.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson finds that the potential and/or actual damages
from flooding and erosion may be a problem to the residents of the Town of Patterson and that such
damages may include destruction or loss of private and public housing, damage to public facilities,
both publicly and privately owned, and injury to and loss of human life. In order to minimize the
threat of such damages and to achieve the purposes and objectives hereinafter set forth, this Local
Law is adopted.

§ 91-2. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this chapter to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and
to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions
designed to:

A. Regulate uses which are dangerous to health, safety and property due to water or erosion
hazards or which resulting increases in erosion or in flood heights or velocities.

B. Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be
protected against flood damage at the time of initial Construction.

C. Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels and natural protective barriers
which are involved in the accommodation of floodwaters.

D. Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase erosion or
flood damages.

E. Regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert floodwaters or
which may increase flood hazards to other lands.

F. Qualify for and maintain participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.

§ 91-3. Objectives.
The objectives of this chapter are to:
A. Protect human life and health.
B. Minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects.

C. Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally
undertaken at the expense of the general public.

D. Minimize prolonged business interruptions.

E. Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric,
telephone and sewer lines, streets and bridges located in areas of special flood hazard.

F. Help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of areas of
special flood hazard so as to minimize future flood blight areas.



G. Provide that developers are notified that property is in an area of special flood hazard.

H. Ensure that those who occupy the areas of special flood hazard assume responsibility for
their actions.

§ 91-4. Word usage; definitions.

A. Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this chapter shall be interpreted
so as to give them the meanings they have in common usage and to give this chapter its most
reasonable application.

B. As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

APPEAL - A request for a review of the Town Planner's interpretation of any provision of this
chapter or a request for a variance.

AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING - Areas designated AO, AH or VO Zone on a community's
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with a one percent or greater annual chance of flooding to an
average annual depth of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, where the
path of flooding is unpredictable and where velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is
characterized by ponding or sheet flow.

AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD - The land in the floodplain within a community subject
to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. This area may be designated as
Zone A, AE, AH, AO, A1-A30,A99, V, VO, VE, or V1-V30. It is also commonly referred to as the
base floodplain or 100-year floodplain. For purposes of this Chapter, the term “special flood hazard
area (SFHA)” is synonymous in meaning with the phrase “area of special flood hazard.”

BASE FLOOD - The flood having a one-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given
year.

BASEMENT - That portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides.
BUILDING - see “Structure”.
CELLAR - The same meaning as “basement.”

CRAWL SPACE - An enclosed area beneath the lowest elevated floor, eighteen inches or more in
height, which is used to service the underside of the lowest elevated floor. The elevation of the floor
of this enclosed area, which may be of soil, gravel, concrete or other materials, must be equal to or
above the lowest adjacent exterior grade. The enclosed crawl space area shall be properly vented to
allow for the equalization of hydrostatic forces which would be experienced during periods of
flooding.

CRITICAL FACILITIES -

(1) Structures or facilities that produce, use, or store highly volatile, flammable,
explosive, toxic and/or water-reactive materials;

(2) Hospitals, nursing homes, and housing likely to contain occupants who may not
be sufficiently mobile to avoid death or injury during a flood;

3) Police stations, fire stations, vehicle and equipment storage facilities, and
emergency operations centers that are needed for flood response activities before, during,
and after a flood; and



(4) Public and private utility facilities that are vital to maintaining or restoring normal
services to flooded areas before, during, and after a flood.

CUMULATIVE SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT - Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition,
or other improvement of a structure that equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the
structure at the time of the improvement or repair when counted cumulatively for 10 years.

DEVELOPMENT - Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but
not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, paving, excavation or drilling
operations, or storage of equipment of materials.

ELEVATED BUILDING -
(1) A non-basement building

(a) built, in the case of a building in Zones A1-A30, AE, A, A99, AO, AH, B,
C, X, or D, to have the top of the elevated floor, or in the case of a building in Zones
V1-30, VE, or V, to have the bottom of the lowest horizontal structure member of
the elevated floor, elevated above the ground level by means of pilings, columns
(posts and piers), or shear walls parallel to the flow of the water and

(b) adequately anchored so as not to impair the structural integrity of the building
during a flood of up to the magnitude of the base flood.

(2) In the case of Zones A1-A30, AE, A, A99, AO, AH, B, C, X, or D, "elevated
building" also includes a building elevated by means of fill or solid foundation perimeter
walls with openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movement of flood waters.

3) In the case of Zones V1-V30, VE, or V, "elevated building" also includes a building
otherwise meeting the definition of "elevated building", even though the lower area is
enclosed by means of breakaway walls that meet the federal standards.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY - the Federal agency that administers the
National Flood Insurance Program.

FLOOD or FLOODING - A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of
normally dry land areas from:

) the overflow of inland or tidal waters;
(2) the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

3) the collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of water
as a result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding
anticipated cyclical levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high water level in a natural
body of water, accompanied by a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such
as a flash flood or an abnormal tidal surge, or by some similarly unusual and unforeseeable
event which results in flooding as defined in (1) above.

FLOOD BOUNDARY -FLOODWAY MAP (FBFM) - An official map of the community published
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency as part of a riverine community's Flood Insurance
Study. The "FBFM” delineates a regulatory floodway along watercourses studied in detail in the
Flood Insurance Study

FLOOD ELEVATION STUDY - An examination, evaluation and determination of the flood hazards



and, if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination, evaluation and
determination of flood- related erosion hazards.

FLOOD HAZARD BOUNDARY MAP (FHBM) - An official map of a community, issued by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, where the boundaries of the areas of special flood hazard
have been designated as Zone A but no water surface elevation is provided.

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) - An official map of a community, on which the
Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and
the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY - see “Flood Elevation Study”.

FLOODPLAIN or FLOOD-PRONE AREA - Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water
from any source (see definition of "Flooding").

FLOODPROOFING - Any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes or
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real
property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents.

FLOODWAY - The same meaning as “regulatory floodway.”

FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT USE - A use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless
it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, such as a docking or port facility necessary
for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, shipbuilding and ship repair. The term does
not include long-term storage, manufacture, sales or service facilities.

HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE - The highest natural elevation of the ground, prior to construction,
next to the proposed walls of a structure.

HISTORIC STRUCTURE - Any structure that is:

(1) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained
by the Department of the Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the
Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;

(2) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing
to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;

3) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic
preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or

(4) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with
historic preservation programs that have been certified either:

(a) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior
or

(b) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.

LOWEST FLOOR - The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement or cellar).
An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access,
or storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building's lowest floor; provided,
that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-
elevation design requirements of this Chapter.



MANUFACTURED HOME - A structure, transportable in one (1) or more sections, which is built
on a permanent chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when
connected to the required utilities. The term does not include a "Recreational vehicle"

MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION - A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land
divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.

MEAN SEA LEVEL - For purposes of the National Flood Insurance Program, the National Geodetic
Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929, or the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 88), or
other datum, to which base flood elevations shown on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map are
referenced.

MOBILE HOME - The same meaning as “manufactured home.”

NEW CONSTRUCTION - Structures for which the start of construction commenced on or after the
effective date of a floodplain management regulation adopted by the community and includes any
subsequent improvements to such structure.

ONE-HUNDRED-YEAR FLOOD or 100-YEAR FLOOD - The same meaning as “base flood.”

PRINCIPALLY ABOVE GROUND - At least fifty-one percent (51%) of the actual cash value of
the structure, excluding land value, is above ground.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE - A vehicle which is:
(1) built on a single chassis;
(2) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projections;
3) designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and

(4) not designed primarily for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living
quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.

REGULATORY FLOODWAY - The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent areas
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water
surface elevation more than a designated height as determined by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in a Flood Insurance Study or by other agencies as provided in § 91-13 of this
chapter.

START OF CONSTRUCTION - The date of permit issuance for new construction and substantial
improvements to existing structures, provided that actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, addition placement, or other improvement is within 180 days after the date of
issuance. The actual start of construction means the first placement of permanent construction of
a building (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of a slab or footings,
installation of pilings or construction of columns. Permanent construction does not include land
preparation (such as clearing, excavation, grading, of filling), or the installation of streets or
walkways, or excavation for a basement, footing, piers or foundations, of the erection of temporary
forms, or the installation of accessory buildings such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling
units or not part of the main building. For a substantial improvement, the actual “start of
construction” means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a
building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.

STRUCTURE - A walled and roofed building, including a gas or liquid storage tank, that is
principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home.



SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE - damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of
restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% of the market
value of the structure before the damage occurred. “Substantial damage” also means flood-related
damages sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during a 10-year period for which the
cost of repairs at the time of such flood event, on the average, equals or exceeds 25 percent of the
market value of the structure before the damage occurred.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT - Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other
improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the
structure before the start of construction of the improvement. “Substantial improvement” also means
“cumulative substantial improvement.” The term includes structures which have incurred
substantial damage, regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however,
include either:

(1) any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or
local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been identified by the local
code enforcement official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living
conditions; or

(2) any alteration of a Historic structure, provided that the alteration will not preclude
the structure's continued designation as a Historic structure.

VARIANCE - A grant of relief from the requirements of this Chapter which permits construction
or use in a manner that would otherwise be prohibited by this chapter.

VIOLATION - The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the
community’s flood plain management regulations.

§ 91-5. Applicability.

This Chapter shall apply to all areas of special flood hazard within the jurisdiction of the
Town of Patterson.

§ 91-6. Basis for establishing areas of special flood hazard.

A. The areas of special flood hazard for the Town of Patterson, Community Number 361023,
are identified and defined on the following documents prepared by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency:

(1) Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel Numbers:

36079C0044E, 36079C0063E, 36079C0064E, 36079C0068E, 36079C0069E, 36079C0132E,
36079C0134E, 36079C0151E, 36079C0152E, 36079C0153E, 36079C0154E, 36079C0156E,
36079C0158E

whose effective date is, March 4, 2013, and any subsequent revisions to these map panels
that do not affect areas under our community’s jurisdiction.

(2) A scientific and engineering report entitled "Flood Insurance Study, Putnam County,
New York, All Jurisdictions” dated March 4, 2013.

B. The above documents are hereby adopted and declared to be a part of this Chapter. The
Flood Insurance Study and/or maps are on file at Patterson Town Hall, 1142 Route 311, Patterson,
New York.



§ 91-7. Interpretation; conflict with other provisions.

A. This Local Law includes all revisions to the National Flood Insurance Program through
October 27, 1997 and shall supersede all previous laws adopted for the purpose of flood damage
prevention.

B. In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this chapter shall be held to be
minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety and welfare.
Whenever the requirements of this Chapter are at variance with the requirements of any other
lawfully adopted rules, regulations or ordinances, the most restrictive, or that imposing the highest
standards, shall govern.

ARTICLE II
Compliance; Administration

§ 91-8. Compliance required.

No structure shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended, converted or altered, and no
land shall be excavated or filled which is located in an area of special flood hazard, without full
compliance with the terms of this Chapter and any other applicable regulations.

§ 91-9. Disclaimer of liability.

The degree of flood protection required by this Chapter is considered reasonable for
regulatory purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. Larger floods can
and will occur on rare occasions. Flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes.
This Chapter does not imply that land outside the areas of special flood hazard or uses permitted
within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This Chapter shall not create liability
on the part of the Town of Patterson, any officer or employee thereof or the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for any flood damages that result from reliance on this chapter or any
administrative decision lawfully made thereunder.

§ 91-10. Designation of local administrator.

The Town Planner is hereby appointed to administer and implement this chapter by granting
or denying development permit applications in accordance with its provisions.
§ 91-11. Development permit.
A. A development permit shall be obtained before the start of construction, or the start of any
other development within the area of special flood hazard as defined herein, and shown on the maps
and study described in § 91-6.
B. All applications for a floodplain development permit shall be accompanied by an application
fee as set forth in the Schedule of Fees adopted by resolution of the Town Board. In addition, the
applicant shall be responsible for reimbursing the Town of Patterson for any additional costs

necessary for review, inspection and approval of this project, pursuant to Chapter 87.

C. Application for a development permit shall be made on forms furnished by the Town



Planner. The following information is required where applicable:

D.

(1) Drawings or plans covering the area that will be affected, in triplicate, drawn to scale
of not less than 1" equals 50' and showing the nature, location, dimensions and elevations
of the area in question; existing or proposed structures; fill; storage of materials, drainage
facilities; and the location of the foregoing.

(2) The proposed elevation, in relation to mean sea level, of the lowest floor (including
basement or cellar) of any new or substantially improved structure to be located in Zones
A1-A30, AE or AH, or Zone A if base flood elevation data are available. Upon completion
of the lowest floor, the permitee shall submit to the Town Planner the as-built elevation,
certified by a licensed professional engineer or surveyor.

3) The proposed elevation, in relation to mean sea level, to which any new or
substantially improved non-residential structure will be floodproofed. Upon completion of
the floodproofed portion of the structure, the permitee shall submit to the Town Planner the
as-built flood proofed elevation, certified by a professional engineer or surveyor.

(4) A certificate from a licensed professional engineer or architect that any utility
floodproofing will meet the criteria in § 91-24, Utilities.

(%) A certificate from a licensed professional engineer or architect that any non-
residential floodproofed structure will meet the flood-proofing criteria in §91-26, Non-
Residential Structures.

(6) A description of the extent to which any watercourse will be altered or relocated as
a result of proposed development. Computations by a licensed professional engineer must
be submitted that demonstrate that the altered or relocated segment will provide equal or
greater conveyance than the original stream segment. The applicant must submit any maps,
computations or other material required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to revise the documents enumerated in §91-6, when notified by the Town Planner,
and must pay any fees or other costs assessed by FEMA for this purpose. The applicant must
also provide assurances that the conveyance capacity of the altered or relocated stream
segment will be maintained.

(7) A technical analysis, by a licensed professional engineer, if required by the Town
Planner , which shows whether proposed development to be located in an area of special
flood hazard may result in physical damage to any other property.

(8) In Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available from other sources, base
flood elevation data shall be provided by the permit applicant for subdivision proposals and
other proposed developments (including proposals for manufactured home and recreational
vehicle parks and subdivisions) that are greater than either 50 lots or 5 acres.

Construction stage. Upon placement of the lowest floor, or floodproofing by whatever

means, it shall be the duty of the permit holder to submit to the Town Planner a certificate of the
elevation of the lowest floor, or flood-proofed elevation, in relation to mean sea level. The elevation
certificate shall be prepared by or under the direct supervision of a licensed land surveyor or
professional engineer and certified by the same. When floodproofing is utilized for a particular
building, the floodproofing certificate shall be prepared by or under the direct supervision of a
licensed professional engineer or architect and certified by the same. Any further work undertaken
prior to submission and approval of the certification shall be at the permit holder's risk. The Town
Planner shall review all data submitted. Deficiencies detected shall be cause to issue a stop-work
order for the project unless immediately corrected.



§ 91-12. Duties of local administrator.

The Town Planner shall conduct the following permit application review before issuing a floodplain
development permit:

A. Review all applications for completeness, particularly with the requirements of §91-11.C.,
and for compliance with the provisions and standards of this Chapter.

B. Review subdivision and other proposed new development, including manufactured home
parks to determine whether proposed building sites will be reasonably safe from flooding. If a
proposed building site is located in an area of special flood hazard, all new construction and
substantial improvements shall meet the applicable standards of Article III and Article IV and, in
particular, §91-20.

C. Determine whether any proposed development in an area of special flood hazard may result
in physical damage to any other property (e.g., stream bank erosion and increased flood velocities).
The Town Planner may require the applicant to submit additional technical analyses and data from
a qualified individual necessary to complete the determination. If the proposed development may
result in physical damage to any other property or fails to meet the requirements of Article III and
Article IV, no permit shall be issued. The applicant may revise the application to include measures
that mitigate or eliminate the adverse effects and re-submit the application.

D. Review all development permits for compliance with the provisions of § 91-21,
Encroachments.
E. Determine that all necessary permits have been received from those governmental agencies

from which approval is required by State or Federal law.

§ 91-13. Use of other flood data.

A. When the Federal Emergency Management Agency has designated areas of special flood
hazard on the community's Flood Insurance Rate map (FIRM) but has neither produced water
surface elevation data (these areas are designated Zone A or V on the FIRM) nor identified a
floodway, the Town Planner shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation
and floodway data available from a Federal, State or other source, including data developed pursuant
to §91-11.C(8), as criteria for requiring that new construction, substantial improvements or other
proposed development meet the requirements of this law.

B. When base flood elevation data are not available, the Town Planner may use flood
information from any other authoritative source, such as historical data, to establish flood elevations
within the areas of special flood hazard, for the purposes of this law.

§ 91-14. Alteration of watercourses.

The Town Planner shall:
A. Notify adjacent communities and the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation prior to permitting any alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and submit evidence
of such notification to the Regional Administrator, Region II, Federal Emergency Management

Agency.

B. Determine that the permit holder has provided for maintenance within the altered or
relocated portion of said watercourse so that the flood carrying capacity is not diminished.



§ 91-15. Inspections.

The Town Planner and/or the developer's engineer or architect shall make periodic
inspections at appropriate times throughout the period of construction in order to monitor
compliance with permit conditions and enable said inspector to certify that the development is in
compliance with the requirements of either the development permit or the approved variance.

§ 91-16. Construction Stage.

A. In Zones A1-A30, AE and AH, and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are available,
upon placement of the lowest floor or completion of floodproofing of a new or substantially
improved structure, obtain from the permit holder a certification of the as-built elevation of the
lowest floor or floodproofed elevation, in relation to mean sea level. The certificate shall be
prepared by or under the direct supervision of a licensed land surveyor or professional engineer and
certified by same. For manufactured homes, the permit holder shall submit the certificate of
elevation upon placement of the structure on the site. A certificate of elevation must also be
submitted for a recreational vehicle if it remains on a site for 180 consecutive days or longer (unless
it is fully licensed and ready for highway use).

B. Any further work undertaken prior to submission and approval of the certification shall be
at the permit holder's risk. The Town Planner shall review all data submitted. Deficiencies detected
shall be cause to issue a stop work order for the project unless immediately corrected.

§ 91-17. Certificate of compliance.

A. It shall be unlawful to use or occupy or to permit the use or occupancy of any building or
premises, or both, or part thereof hereafter created, erected, changed, converted or wholly or partly
altered or enlarged in its use or structure until a certificate of compliance has been issued by the

Town Planner stating that the building or land conforms to the requirements of this chapter.

B. All other development occurring within the designated flood hazard area will have, upon
completion, a certificate of compliance issued by the Town Planner .

C. All certifications shall be based upon the inspections conducted subject to Section 91-15,
and/or any certified elevations, hydraulic information, floodproofing, anchoring requirements or
encroachment analysis which may have been required as a condition of the approved permit

§ 91-18. Information to be retained.

The Town Planner shall retain and make available for inspection, copies of the following:

A. Floodplain development permits and certificates of compliance;

B. Certifications of as-built lowest floor elevations of structures, required pursuant to §91-16,
and whether or not the structures contain a basement;

C. Floodproofing certificates required pursuant to §91-16.A, and whether or not the structures
contain a basement;

D. Variances issued pursuant to Article V; and,

E. Notices required under §91-14.



ARTICLE III
Construction Standards

§ 91-19. General standards for flood hazard reduction.

The following standards apply to new development, including new and substantially improved
structures, in the areas of special flood hazard shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map designated
in §91-6.

§ 91-20. Subdivision Proposals.

The following standards apply to all new subdivision proposals and other proposed
development in areas of special flood hazard (including proposals for manufactured home and
recreational vehicle parks and subdivisions):

A. Proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage;

B. Public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems shall be located
and constructed so as to minimize flood damage; and,

C. Adequate drainage shall be provided to reduce exposure to flood damage.

§ 91-21. Encroachments.

A. Within Zones A1-A30 and AE, on streams without a regulatory floodway, no new
construction, substantial improvements or other development (including fill) shall be permitted
unless:

(1) The applicant demonstrates that the cumulative effect of the proposed development,
when combined with all other existing and anticipated development, will not increase the
water surface elevation of the base flood more than one foot at any location, or,

(2) The Town of Patterson agrees to apply to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for a conditional FIRM revision, FEMA approval is received and the
applicant provides all necessary data, analyses and mapping and reimburses the Town of
Patterson for all fees and other costs in relation to the application. The applicant must also
provide all data, analyses and mapping and reimburse the Town of Patterson for all costs
related to the final map revision.

B. On streams with a regulatory floodway, as shown on the Flood Boundary and Floodway Map
or the Flood Insurance Rate Map adopted in §91-6, no new construction, substantial improvements
or other development in the floodway (including ﬁll) shall be perm1tted unless:

(1) A technical evaluation by a licensed professional engineer shows that such an
encroachment shall not result in any increase in flood levels during occurrence of the base
flood, or,

(2) The Town of Patterson agrees to apply to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for a conditional FIRM and floodway revision, FEMA approval is received
and the applicant provides all necessary data, analyses and mapping and reimburses the
Town of Patterson for all fees and other costs in relation to the application. The applicant
must also provide all data, analyses and mapping and reimburse the Town of Patterson for
all costs related to the final map revisions.



C. Whenever any portion of a floodplain is authorized for development, the volume of space
occupied by the authorized fill or structure below the base flood elevation shall be compensated for
and balanced by a hydraulically equivalent volume of excavation taken from below the base flood
elevation at or adjacent to the development site. All such excavations shall be constructed to drain
freely to the watercourse. No area below the waterline of a pond or other body of water can be
credited as a compensating excavation.

ARTICLE IV
Standards for All Structures

§ 91-22. Anchoring.

New structures and substantial improvement to structures in areas of special flood hazard
shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral movement during the base flood. This
requirement is in addition to applicable State and local anchoring requirements for resisting wind
forces.

§ 91-23. Construction Materials and Methods.

A. New construction and substantial improvements to structures shall be constructed with
materials and utility equipment resistant to flood damage.

B. New construction and substantial improvements to structures shall be constructed using
methods and practices that minimize flood damage.

C. For enclosed areas below the lowest floor of a structure within Zones A1-A30, AE or AH,
and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are available, new and substantially improved structures
shall have fully enclosed areas below the lowest floor that are useable solely for parking of vehicles,
building access or storage in an area other than a basement and which are subject to flooding,
designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allowing for the
entry and exit of flood waters. Designs for meeting this requirement must either be certified by a
licensed professional engineer or architect or meet or exceed the following minimum criteria:

(1) a minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one square inch
for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding; and

(2) the bottom of all such openings no higher than one foot above the lowest adjacent
finished grade.

D. Openings may be equipped with louvers, valves, screens or other coverings or devices
provided they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. Enclosed areas sub- -grade on all
sides are considered basements and are not permitted.

§ 91-24. Utilities.

A. New and replacement electrical equipment, heating, ventilating, air conditioning, plumbing
connections, and other service equipment shall be located at least two feet above the base flood
elevation or be designed to prevent water from entering and accumulating within the components
during a flood and to resist hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and stresses. Electrical wiring and
outlets, switches, junction boxes and panels shall also elevated or designed to prevent water from
entering and accumulating within the components unless they conform to the appropriate provisions
of the electrical part of the Building Code of New York State or the Residential Code of New York
State for location of such items in wet locations;



B. New and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate
infiltration of flood waters into the system,;

C. New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate
infiltration of flood waters. Sanitary sewer and storm drainage systems for buildings that have
openings below the base flood elevation shall be provided with automatic backflow valves or other
automatic backflow devices that are installed in each discharge line passing through a building's
exterior wall; and,

D. On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or
contamination from them during flooding.

§ 91-25. Residential Structures.

The following standards apply to new and substantially improved residential structures
located in areas of special flood hazard, in addition to the requirements in §91-20, Subdivision
Proposals, §91-21, Encroachments, and Article IV.

A. Within Zones A1-A30, AE and AH and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are
available, new construction and substantial improvements shall have the lowest floor (including
basement) elevated to or above two feet above the base flood elevation.

B. Within Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available, new construction and
substantial improvements shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated at least three feet
above the highest adjacent grade.

C. Within Zone AO, new construction and substantial improvements shall have the lowest floor
(including basement) elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as high as two feet above
the depth number specified in feet on the community's Flood Insurance Rate Map enumerated in
§91-6 (at least two feet if no depth number is specified).

D. Within Zones AH and AO, adequate drainage paths are required to guide flood waters around
and away from proposed structures on slopes.

§ 91-26. Non-Residential Structures.

The following standards apply to new and substantially improved commercial, industrial and
other non-residential structures located in areas of special flood hazard, in addition to the
requirements in §91-20, Subdivision Proposals, §91-21, Encroachments, and Article IV.

A. Within Zones A1-A30, AE and AH, and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are
available, new construction and substantial improvements of any non-residential structure shall
either:

(1) Have the lowest floor, including basement or cellar, elevated to or above two feet
above the base flood elevation; or

(2) Be floodproofed so that the structure is watertight below two feet above the base
flood elevation, including attendant utility and sanitary facilities, with walls substantially
impermeable to the passage of water. All structural components located below the base
flood level must be capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the effects
of buoyancy.



B. Within Zone AO, new construction and substantial improvements of non-residential
structures shall:

(1) have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the highest adjacent grade
at least as high as two feet above the depth number specified in feet on the community's
FIRM (at least two feet if no depth number is specified), or

(2) together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, be completely floodproofed to
that level to meet the floodproofing standard specified in §91-26(1)(b).

C. If the structure is to be floodproofed, a licensed professional engineer or architect shall
develop and/or review structural design, specifications, and plans for construction. A Floodproofing
Certificate or other certification shall be provided to the Local Administrator that certifies the design
and methods of construction are in accordance with accepted standards of practice for meeting the
provisions of §91-26(1)(b), including the specific elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which
the structure is to be floodproofed.

D. Within Zones AH and AO, adequate drainage paths are required to guide flood waters around
and away from proposed structures on slopes.

E. Within Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available, the lowest floor (including
basement) shall be elevated at least three feet above the highest adjacent grade.

§ 91-27. Manufactured Homes and Recreational Vehicles.

The following standards in addition to the standards in Article III and Article IV apply, as
indicated, in areas of special flood hazard to manufactured homes and to recreational vehicles which
are located in areas of special flood hazard.

A. Recreational vehicles placed on sites within Zones A1-A30, AE and AH shall either:
(1) be on site fewer than 180 consecutive days,
(2) be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or
3) meet the requirements for manufactured homes in §91-27(2), (3) and (4).

B. A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking system, is
attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security devices and has no
permanently attached additions.

C. A manufactured home that is placed or substantially improved in Zones A1-A30, AE and
AH shall be elevated on a permanent foundation such that the lowest floor is elevated to or above
two feet above the base flood elevation and is securely anchored to an adequately anchored
foundation system to resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement.

D. Within Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available, new and substantially
improved manufactured homes shall be elevated such that the manufactured home chassis is
supported by reinforced piers or other foundation elements of at least equivalent strength that are
no less than 36 inches in height above grade and are securely anchored to an adequately anchored
foundation system to resist flotation, collapse or lateral movement.

E. Within Zone AO, the floor shall be elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as high
as two feet above the depth number specified on the flood Insurance Rate Map enumerated in §91-6
(at least two feet if no depth number is specified).



§ 91-28. Critical facilities.
In order to prevent potential flood damage to certain facilities that would result in serious
danger to life and health, or widespread social or economic dislocation, no new critical facility shall

be located within any Area of Special Flood Hazard, or within any 500-year flood zone shown as
a B zone or a Shaded X zone on the Community’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

ARTICLE V
Appeals; Variances; Penalties; Severability

§ 91-29. Appeals.

A. The Planning Board, as established by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson, shall hear
and decide appeals and requests for variances from the requirements of this chapter.

B. The Planning Board shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged that there is an error in
any requirement, decision or determination made by the Town Planner in the enforcement or
administration of this chapter.

C. Those aggrieved by the decision of the Planning Board may appeal such decision to the
Supreme Court, pursuant to Article 78 of the Civil Practice Law and Rules.

D. In passing upon such applications, the Planning Board shall consider all technical
evaluations, all relevant factors, standards specified in other sections of this chapter and:

(1) The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others.
(2) The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage.

3) The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the
effect of such damage on the individual owner.

(4) The importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to the community.
(5) The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable.

(6) The availability of alternative locations for the proposed use which are not subject
to flooding or erosion damage.

(7 The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development.

(8) The relationship of the proposed use to the Comprehensive Plan and floodplain
management program of that area.

9) The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency
vehicles.

(10)  The costs to local governments and the dangers associated with conducting search
and rescue operations during periods of flooding.

(11)  The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the
floodwaters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site.



(12)  The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions,
including search and rescue operations, maintenance and repair of public utilities and
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems and streets and bridges.

E. Upon consideration of the factors of Subsection D and the purpose of this chapter, the
Planning Board may attach such conditions to the granting of variances as it deems necessary to
further the purposes of this chapter.

F. The Town Planner shall maintain the records of all appeal actions, including technical
information, and shall report any variances to the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon
request.

G. All applications for a variance to the Planning Board shall be accompanied by an application
complete in all respects, and an application fee in the amount as set from time to time by resolution
of the Town Board, and such other documentation as required by the Planning Board.

§ 91-30. Conditions for variances.

A. Generally, variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to
be erected on a lot of one-half (}2) acre or less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with
existing structures constructed below the base flood level, provided that § 91-29D criteria has been
fully considered. As the lot size increases beyond one-half (’2) acre, the technical justification
required for issuing the variance increases.

B. Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of historic structures upon
determination that:

(1) The proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's continued
designation as a Historic structure; and

(2) The variance is the minimum necessary to preserve the historic character and design
of the structure.

C. Variances may be issued by a community for new construction and substantial improvements
and for other development necessary for the conduct of a functionally dependent use, provided that:

(1) The criteria of Subsections A, D, E and F of this section are met.

(2) The structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood
damages during the base flood and create no additional threat to public safety.

D. Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any increase in flood levels
during the base flood discharge would result.

E. Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum
necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief.

F. Variances shall only be issued upon receiving written justification of:
(1) A showing of good and sufficient cause.

(2) A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional
hardship to the applicant

3) A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood



heights, additional threats to public safety or extraordinary public expense; create nuisances;
cause fraud on or victimization of the public; or conflict with existing local laws or
ordinances.

G. Notice.

(1) Any applicant to whom a variance is granted for a building with the lowest floor
below the base flood elevation shall be given written notice over the signature of a
community official that:

(a) The issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood level
will result in increased premium rates for flood insurance up to amounts as high as
$25 for $100 of insurance coverage; and

(b) Such construction below the base flood level increases risks to life and
property.

(2) Such notification shall be maintained with the record of all variance actions as
required in §91-18 of this Chapter.

§ 91-31. Penalties for offenses; noncompliance.

A. Any person or corporation, whether as owner, lessee, principal, agent, employee or
otherwise, which violates any of the provisions of this chapter or permits any such violation or fails
to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who erects, constructs, reconstructs, alters,
enlarges, converts, moves or uses any building or uses any land in violation of any detailed
statement or plans submitted by him and approved under the provisions of this chapter shall be
guilty of a violation, punishable by a fine not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars or imprisonment
for a period not to exceed 15 days, or both for conviction of a first offense; for conviction of a
second offense both of which were committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine of
not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more than seven hundred dollars or imprisonment for a
period not to exceed six months, or both; and, upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense all
of which were committed within a period of five years, punishable by a fine not less than seven
hundred dollars not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six
months, or both. Each day’s continued violation shall constitute a separate additional violation.

B. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Town of Patterson from taking such other lawful
action as necessary to prevent of remedy an infraction. Any structure found not compliant with the
requirements of this local law for which the developer and/or owner has not applied for and received
an approved variance under §§91-29 and 91-30 will be declared non-compliant and notification sent
to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

C. All floodplain development found ongoing without an approved permit, or found to be
noncompliant with the provisions of this law and/or the conditions of the approved permit shall be
subject to the issuance of a stop-work order by the Town Planner. Disregard of a stop-work order
shall be considered a separate violation and subject to the penalties described in Subsection A,
above.

§ 91-32. Severability.

The invalidity of any section of provision of this local law shall not invalidate any other
section of provision thereof.



Chapter 94
GAMES OF CHANCE

Statutory authority.
Findings and purpose.
Applicability.

Definitions.

Games of chance authorized.

Restrictions upon conduct of games.

Application for license to conduct games or to lease premises.
Investigation; issuance and duration of license; fees.
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Form and content of license; display.
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-11. Control and supervision; suspension of license.
-12. Prohibitions.
-13. Statement of receipts and expenses; additional fees.
-14. Examination of records and personnel; disclosure of information.
-15. Appeals to State Board.
-16. Offenses; forfeiture of license; effect.
-17. Compliance.
-18. Approval by electors.
19.

Amendment and repeal.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 9-27-76, approved by
electors 11-2-76. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where
applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES
Bingo - See Ch. 55.



§ 94-1. Statutory authority.

This chapter is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by Chapter 960, Laws of the State
of New York, 1976, which amended the General Municipal Law of the State of New York by adding
a new Article, Article 9-A, thereto.

§ 94-2. Legislative declaration.

A. It is declared to be the public policy of the Town of Patterson to allow the raising of funds
for the promotion of bona fide charitable, educational, scientific, health, religious and patriotic
causes and undertakings, where the beneficiaries are undetermined, as being in the public interest.
It hereby finds that as conducted prior to the enactment of this chapter, games of chance were
subject to exploitation by professional gamblers, promoters and commercial interests.

B. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Town Board of the Town of Patterson that all
phases of the supervision, licensing and regulation of games of chance and the conduct of games of
chance should be closely controlled and that the laws, ordinances, and regulations pertaining thereto
should be strictly construed and rigidly enforced.

§ 94-3. Territorial applicability.

This chapter shall be applicable to all territory within the limits of the Town of Patterson,
County of Putnam, State of New York.

§ 94-4. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

AUTHORIZED GAMES OF CHANCE LESSOR - An authorized organization which has been
granted a lessor's license pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

AUTHORIZED ORGANIZATION - Means and includes a bona fide religious or charitable
organization or bona fide organization of veterans or volunteer firemen which, by its charter,
certificate of incorporation, constitution or Act of the Legislature, shall have among its dominant
purposes one (1) or more of the lawful purposes as defined in this section, provided that each shall
operate without profit to its members, and provided that such organization has engaged in serving
one (1) or more of the lawful purposes as defined in this section for a period of three (3) years
immediately prior to applying for a license under this chapter. No organization shall be deemed an
"authorized organization" which is formed primarily for the purpose of conducting games of chance
and the distribution of the proceeds thereof to itself or any other organization which does not devote
at least seventy-five percent (75%) of its activities to other purposes set forth in this definition. No
political party shall be deemed an "authorized organization. "

AUTHORIZED SUPPLIER OF GAMES OF CHANCE EQUIPMENT - Shall have the meaning set
forth in the definitions in Article 9-A of the General Municipal Law.

GAMES OF CHANCE - Means and includes specific games of chance in which prizes are awarded
on the basis of a designated winning number or numbers, color or colors, symbol or symbols
determined by chance, but not including games commonly known as "bingo" or "lotto," which are
controlled under Article 14-H of the General Municipal Law, and also not including slot machines,
bookmaking and policy or numbers games as defined in § 225.00 of the Penal Law. No "game of
chance" shall involve wagering of money by one player against another player.



LAWFUL PURPOSES - One (1) or more of the following causes or deeds or activities:

A. Those which shall benefit needy or deserving persons indefinite in number by enhancing
their opportunity for religious or educational advancement, by relieving them from disease,
suffering or distress, or by contributing to their physical well-being, by assisting them in
establishing themselves in life as worthy and useful citizens, or by in ' creasing their
comprehension of and devotion to the principles upon which this nation was founded and
enhancing their loyalty to their governments.

B. Those which shall initiate, perform or foster worthy public works or shall enable or further
the erection or maintenance of public structures.

C. Those which shall otherwise lesson the burdens borne by government or which are
voluntarily undertaken by an authorized organization to augment or supplement services
which government would normally render to the people.

LICENSE PERIOD - A period of time not to exceed fourteen (14) consecutive hours.

NET LEASE - Shall have the meaning set forth in the definitions in Article 9-A of the General
Municipal Law.

NET PROCEEDS - Shall mean:

A. In relation to the gross receipts from one (1) or more occasions of games of chance, the
amount that shall remain after deducting the reasonable sums necessary and actually
expended for supplies and equipment, prizes, stated rental if any, bookkeeping or accounting
services according to a schedule of compensation prescribed by the State Board, janitorial
services and utility supplies, if any, and license fees.

B. In relation to the gross rent received by an organization licensed to conduct such games for
the use of its premises by another licensee, the amount that shall remain after deducting the
reasonable sums necessary and actually expended for janitorial services and utility supplies
directly attributable thereto, if any.

OFFICER - for the purpose of this chapter, the chief law enforcement officer of Putnam County in
the State of New York, being the Sheriff of Putnam County as provided for by the option set forth
in Subdivision 2 of § 194 of the General Municipal Law.

ONE (1) OCCASION - The conducting of any type of game of chance during one (1) license period.
No series of prizes on any "one (1) occasion" shall aggregate more than the amount set forth in
General Municipal Law §189.

PRIZE - A sum of money or item of merchandise awarded by the authorized organization to a
participant in any one (1) operation or conducting of a game of chance in which participants utilize
currency for participation and in which those who are not winners surrender their participating
currency at the conclusion of the single operation of such game of chance. No "prize" for any one
(1) participant shall exceed the sum of three hundred dollars ($300.). If a prize is awarded based on
odds, only that portion in excess of the winning participant's bet shall be considered as a "prize." For
the purpose of this definition, the value of a "prize" which consists of merchandise shall be the
actual cost of the item of such merchandise.

STATE BOARD - The New York State Raving and Wagering Board.
TOWN BOARD - The Town Board of the Town of Patterson.
TOWN CLERK - The Town Clerk of the Town of Patterson.



§ 94-5. Games of chance authorized.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson, New York, with this chapter, provides that it
shall be lawful for any authorized organization, upon obtaining a license therefor as hereinafter
provided, to conduct games of chance within the territorial limits of the Town of Patterson, subject
to the provisions of this chapter, the provisions set forth in Article 9-A of the General Municipal
Law and the provisions set forth by the State Board.

§ 94-6. Restrictions upon conduct of games.

A. No persons, firm, association, corporation or organization other than a licensee under the
terms of Article 9-A of the General Municipal Law and the provisions of this chapter shall be
permitted to conduct such games or shall lease or otherwise make available for the conducting of
games of chance a hall or other premises for any consideration whatsoever, direct or indirect, except
as provided under Article 9-A of the General Municipal Law and the provisions of this chapter.

B. No game of chance shall be held, operated or conducted on or within any leased premises
if rental under such lease is to be paid, wholly or partly, on the basis of a percentage of the receipts
or net profits derived from the operation of such game.

C. No authorized organization licensed under the provisions of this chapter shall purchase or
receive any supplies or equipment specifically designed or adapted for use in the conduct of games
of chance from other than a supplier licensed by the State Board or except from another authorized
organization.

D. The entire net proceeds of any game of chance and of any rental shall be exclusively devoted
to the lawful purposes of the organization permitted to conduct the same.

E. No prize shall exceed the sum or value of three hundred dollars ($300.) in any operation or
conducting of a single game of chance. No single wager shall exceed six dollars ($6.).

F. No series of prizes on any one (1) occasion or game of chance shall aggregate more than as
set forth in General Municipal Law §189.

G. No person shall receive any remuneration for participating in the management of any such
game.
H. The conduct of games of chance shall be permitted on the first day of the week, commonly

known and designated as Sunday, unless prohibited by Subsection I below.

L. In no case shall games of chance be conducted on New Year's Eve, Easter Sunday or
Christmas Day.
J. No person except a bona fide member of a licensed organization, its auxiliary or affiliated

organization shall participate in the management or operation of such game.

K. No hall or other premises shall be used for the conduct of the games of chance unless said
hall or premises, where applicable, complies with the ordinance regulating the licensing of places
of public assembly in the Town of Patterson.



§ 94-7. Application for license to conduct games or to lease premises.

A. To conduct games of chance, each applicant for a license shall, after obtaining an
identification number from the State Board, file with the Town Clerk a written application therefor
in a form prescribed by the State Board, duly executed and verified, in which shall be stated:

(1) The name and address of the applicant, together with sufficient facts relating to its
incorporation and organization to enable the Town Clerk to determine whether or not it is
a bona fide authorized organization.

(2) The names and addresses of its officers; the place or places where, the date or dates
and the time or times when the applicant intends to conduct games under the license applied
for.

3) The amount of rent to be paid or other consideration to be given directly or indirectly
for each occasion for the use of the premises of another authorized organization licensed
under this chapter to conduct such games or for the use of the premises of an authorized
games of chance lessor.

(4) All other items of expense intended to be incurred or paid in connection with the
holding, operating and conducting of such games of chance, and the names and addresses
of the persons to whom and the purposes for which they are paid.

(%) The purposes to which the entire net proceeds of such games are to be devoted and
in what manner; that no commission, salary, compensation, reward or recompense will be
paid to any person for conducting such game or games or for assisting therein except as in
this chapter otherwise provided; and such other information as shall be prescribed by such
rules and regulations.

(6) The names of not less than four (4) active members of the applicant organization
under whom the game or games of chance will be conducted. Each member so designated
shall execute a statement that he or she will be responsible for the conduct of such games in
accordance with the terms of the license, the rules and regulations of the State Board and the
provisions of this chapter. Such statement shall be attached to and filed with the written
application.

(7) The name of each single type of game of chance to be conducted under the license
applied for and the number of merchandise wheels and raffles, if any, to be operated.

B. Each applicant for a license to lease premises to a licensed organization for the purposes of
conducting games of chance shall file with the Town Clerk a written application therefor in a form
to be prescribed by the State Board, duly executed and verified, in which shall be stated:

(1) The name and address of the applicant.

(2) Designation and address of the premises intended to be covered by the license
sought.

3) A statement that the applicant in all respects conforms to the specifications contained
in the definition of "authorized organization" set forth in § 94-4.

(4) The licensed organization to whom the lessor proposes to lease his premises, and the
rent proposed to be charged therefor.

(%) Such other information as shall be prescribed by the said State Board.



§ 94-8. Investigation; issuance and duration of license; fees.

A. The Town Clerk shall make an investigation of the qualifications of each applicant for a
license to conduct games of chance, and the merits of each application, within a reasonable time
after the filing of the application. Ifthe Town Clerk determines the following, then the Town Clerk
shall issue a license to the applicant for the conduct of games of chance upon the payment of a
license fee as set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board for each license period::

(1) The applicant is an authorized organization as defined in § 94-4; and

(2) The member or members of the applicant designated in the application to conduct
games of chance are bona fide active members of the applicant and are persons of good
moral character and have never been convicted of a crime, or, if convicted, have received
a pardon or a certificate of good conduct; and

3) Such games are to be conducted in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and
in accordance with the rules and regulations of the State Board; and

(4) The proceeds thereof are to be disposed of as provided by this chapter; and

(%) No commission, salary, compensation, reward or recompense whatever will be paid
or given to any person holding, operating or conducting, or assisting in the holding,
operation and conduct of, such games; and

(6) No prize will be given in excess of the sum or value of three hundred dollars ($300.)
in any single game and the aggregate of all prizes given on one (1) occasion, under such
license, shall not exceed the sum or value as set forth in General Municipal Law §189.

B. The Town Clerk shall make an investigation of the qualifications of each applicant for a
license to lease premises to another licensee for the purpose of conducting games of chance, and the
merits of each application, within a reasonable time after the filing of the application. If the Town
Clerk determines the following, then the Town Clerk shall issue a license permitting the applicant
to lease said premises for the conduct of such games to the authorized organization or organizations
specified in the application during the period therein specified or such shorter period as the Town
Clerk shall determine, but not to exceed one year, upon payment of a license fee as set from time
to time by resolution of the Town Board:

(1) The applicant seeking to lease a hall or premises for the conduct of games of chance
to an authorized organization is duly qualified to be licensed under this chapter; and

(2) The applicant satisfies the requirements for an authorized games of chance lessor as
defined in § 94-4; and

3) There is a public need and that public advantage will be served by the issuance of
such license; and

(4) The applicant has filed its proposed rent for each game of chance occasion; and

(%) There is no diversion of the funds of the proposed lessee from the lawful purposes
as defined in this chapter; and

(6) Such leasing of a hall or premises for the conduct of such games is in accordance
with the provisions of this chapter and in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
State Board.

C. No license shall be issued under this chapter which shall be effective for a period of more



than one (1) year.

D. On or before the 30th day of each month, the Supervisor of the Town of Patterson shall
transmit to the State Comptroller from the funds collected in the preceding month:

(1) Fifteen dollars ($15.) per each license period as defined in § 94-4, and

(2) Fifty percent (50%) of all authorized games of chance lessor license fees as
authorized in Subsection B section.

§ 94-9. Hearing; amendment of license.

A. No application for the issuance of a license to an authorized organization shall be denied by
the Town Clerk until after a hearing, held on due notice to the applicant, at which the applicant shall
be entitled to be heard upon the qualifications of the applicant and the merits of the application.

B. Any license issued under this chapter may be amended, upon application made to the Town
Clerk which issued it, if the subject matter of the proposed amendment could lawfully and properly
have been included in the original license and upon payment of such additional license fee, if any,
as would have been payable if it had been so included.

§ 94-10. Form and content of license; display.

A. Each license to conduct games of chance shall be in such form as shall be prescribed in the
rules and regulations promulgated by the State Board and shall contain a statement of the name and
address of the licensee, of the names and addresses of the member or members of the licensee under
whom the games will be conducted, of the place or places where and the date or dates and time or
times when such games are to be conducted and of the purposes to which the entire net proceeds of
such games are to be devoted; if any prize or prizes are to be given in cash, a statement of the
amounts of the prizes authorized so to be given; the name of each single type of game of chance to
be conducted under the license applied for and the number of merchandise wheels and raffles, if any,
to be operated, and any other information which may be required by said rules and regulations to
be contained therein, and each license issued for the conduct of any games shall be conspicuously
displayed at the place where same is to be conducted at all times during the conduct thereof.

B. Each license to lease premises for conducting games of chance will be in such form as shall
be prescribed in the rules and regulations of the State Board and shall contain a statement of the
name and address of the licensee and the address of the leased premises, the amount of permissible
rent and any information which may be required by said rules and regulations to be contained
therein, and each such license shall be conspicuously displayed upon such premises at all times
during the conduct of games of chance.

§ 94-11. Control and supervision; suspension of license.

A. The enforcement officer shall have and exercise rigid control and close supervision over all
games of chance conducted under such license, to the end that the same are fairly conducted in
accordance with the provisions of such license, the provisions of the rules and regulations
promulgated by the State Board and the provisions of this chapter, and such officer and the Board
shall have the power and the authority to temporarily suspend any license issued by the Town Clerk
pending a hearing, and after notice and hearing the said Board may suspend or revoke the same and,
additionally, impose a fine in an amount not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.) for violation
of any such provisions, and shall have the right of entry, by its respective officers and agents, at all
times into any premises where any game of chance is being conducted or where it is intended that



any such game shall be conducted or where any equipment being used or intended to be used in the
conduct thereof is found, for the purpose of inspecting the same. An agent of the enforcement
officer shall make an on-site inspection during the conduct of all games of chance licensed pursuant
to this chapter.

B. The Town of Patterson herein provides that the powers and duties set forth in Subsection A
of this section shall be exercised by the chief law enforcement officer of Putnam County, being the
Sheriff of Putnam County, and the fees provided for in § 94-13 shall be remitted to the chief fiscal
officer of Putnam County in the State of New York.

C. Subject to the applicable provisions of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, beer may be
offered for sale during the conduct of games of chance but the offering of all other alcoholic
beverages is prohibited.

§ 94-12. Prohibitions.

A. No person under the age of eighteen (18) years shall be permitted to play any game or games
of chance conducted pursuant to any license issued under this chapter. No person under the age of
eighteen (18) years shall be permitted to conduct or assist in the conduct of any game of chance
conducted pursuant to any license issued under this chapter.

B. No game or games of chance shall be conducted under any license issued under this chapter
more often than twelve (12) times in any calendar year. Games shall be conducted only between
the hours of 12:00 noon and 12:00 midnight on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Sunday (unless prohibited by § 94-61), and only between the hours of 12:00 noon on Friday and 2:00
a.m. Saturday, and only between the hours of 12: 00 noon on Saturday and 2: 00 a.m. Sunday. The
2:00 a.m. closing period shall also apply to a legal holiday.

C. No person shall hold, operate or conduct any games of chance under any license issued under
this chapter except an active member of the authorized organization to which the license is issued,
and no person shall assist in holding, operating or conducting any games of chance under such
license except an active member or a member of an organization or association which is an auxiliary
to the licensee, or a member of an organization or association of which such licensee is an auxiliary,
or a member of an organization or association which is affiliated with the licensee by being, with
it, auxiliary to another organization or association. At least two (2) officers, directors, trustees or
clergy of the authorized organization shall, upon request, certify, under oath, that the persons
assisting in holding, operating or conducting any game of chance are bona fide members of such
authorized organization, auxiliary or affiliated organization.

D. No games of chance shall be conducted with any equipment except that owned or leased by
the authorized organization so licensed or that used without payment of any compensation therefor
by the licensee.

E. No items of expense shall be incurred or paid in connection with the conducting of any game
of chance pursuant to any license issued under this chapter except those that are reasonable and are
necessarily expended for games of chance supplies and equipment; prizes; stated rental, if any;
bookkeeping or accounting services according to a schedule of compensation prescribed by the State
Board; janitorial services and utility supplies, if any; license fees; and the cost of bus transportation,
if authorized by the officer.

F. Not more than two dollars ($2.) shall be charged by any licensee for admission to any room
or place in which any games of chance are to be conducted under any license issued under this
chapter. Every winner shall be determined and every prize shall be awarded and delivered on the
same calendar day as the game was played.



G. No game of chance conducted or to be conducted in the Town of Patterson shall be
advertised as to its location, the time when it is to be or has been played or the prizes awarded or to
be awarded, or transportation facilities to be provided to such game, by means of newspaper, radio,
television or sound trucks or by means of billboards, posters or handbills or any other means
addressed to the general public, except that one (1) sign in accordance with Chapter 154, Zoning,
Article XIII, Signs and Billboards, may be displayed on or adjacent to the premises.

H. No person, association, corporation or organization lawfully conducting or participating in
the conduct of games of chance or permitting the conduct upon any premises owned or leased by
him or it under any license issued hereunder shall be liable to prosecution or conviction for violation
of any provision of Article 225 of the Penal Law or any other law or ordinance to the extent that
such conduct is specifically authorized by this chapter. However, this immunity shall not extend
to any person or corporation knowingly conducting or participating in the conduct of games of
chance under any license obtained by any false pretense or by any false statement made in any
application for a license or otherwise, or permitting the conduct upon any premises owned or leased
by him or it of any game of chance conducted under any license known to him or it to have been
obtained by any such false pretense or statement.

§ 94-13. Statement of receipts and expenses; additional fees.

A. Within seven (7) days after the conclusion of any license period, the authorized organization
which conducted the games of chance and its members who were in charge thereof and, when
applicable, the authorized organization which rented its premises therefor shall each furnish to the
Town Clerk a statement subscribed by the member in charge and affirmed by him as true, under the
penalties of perjury, showing the amount of the gross receipts derived therefrom, each item of
expense incurred or paid, each item of expenditure made or to be made other than prizes, the name
and address of each person to whom each item of expense has been paid or is to be paid, with a
detailed description of the merchandise purchased or the services rendered therefor, the net proceeds
derived from the conduct of the games of chance during the license period and the use to which such
proceeds have been or are to be applied, and a list of the prizes and the values thereof offered and
given. It shall be the duty of each licensee to maintain and keep such books and records as may be
necessary to substantiate the particulars of each statement.

B. Upon filing the statement of receipts, the authorized organization furnishing same shall pay
to the Town Clerk as and for an additional fee as set from time to time by resolution of the Town
Board, a sum of the net proceeds, if any, for the license period covered by the statement and
determined in accordance with the schedule as shall be established from time to time by the State
Board, to defray the actual cost to the Town of Patterson or Putnam County for administering the
provisions of this chapter.

§ 94-14. Examination of records and personnel; disclosure of information.

A. The Town Clerk and the State Board shall have the power to examine or cause to be
examined the books and records of:

(1) Any authorized organization which is or has been licensed to conduct games of
chance, so far as such books and records may relate to games of chance, including the
maintenance, control and disposition of the net proceeds derived from games of chance or
from the use of its premises for games of chance, and to examine any manager, officer,
director, agent, member or employee thereof under oath in relation to the conduct of any
games of chance under any license, the use of its premises for games of chance or the
disposition of the net proceeds derived from games of chance, as the case may be.

(2) Any authorized games of chance lessor, so far as such books and records may relate



to leasing premises for games of chance, and to examine said lessor or any manager, officer,
director, agent or employee thereof under oath in relation to said leasing.

B. Any information so received shall not be disclosed except for the purpose of carrying out the
provisions of this chapter.

§ 94-15. Appeals to State Board.

Any applicant for or holder of any license hereunder aggrieved by any action of an officer
or the Town Clerk to which an application has been made or by which a license has been issued may
appeal to the State Board from the determination of the officer or the Town Clerk by filing with such
officer or Town Clerk written notice of appeal within thirty (30) days after the determination or
action appealed from, and, upon the hearing of such appeal, the evidence, if any, taken before such
officer or the Town Clerk and any additional evidence may be produced and shall be considered in
arriving at a determination of the matters in issue. The action of the State Board upon said appeal
shall be binding upon the officer and Town Clerk and all parties to said appeal.

§ 94-16. Offenses; forfeiture of license; effect.

Any person, association, corporation or organization who or which shall make any material
false statement in any application for any license issued pursuant to this chapter; shall pay or receive
arental in excess of the amount specified as the permissible rent in the license provided for in § 94-7
for the use of any premises for conducting games of chance; shall fail to keep such books and
records as shall fully and truly record all transactions connected with the conducting of games of
chance or the leasing of premises to be used for the conduct of games of chance; shall falsify or
make any false entry in any books or records so far as they relate in any manner to the conduct of
games of chance, to the disposition of the proceeds thereof and to the application of the rents
received by any authorized organization; or shall divert or pay any portion of the net proceeds of any
game of chance to any person, association or corporation except in furtherance of one (1) or more
of the lawful purposes defined in this chapter, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall forfeit any
license issued under this chapter and be ineligible to apply for a license under this chapter for at least
one (1) year thereafter.

§ 94-17. Compliance.

A. Any person, association, corporation or organization holding, operating or conducting games
of chance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor except when operating, holding or conducting:

(1) In accordance with a valid license issued pursuant to this chapter, or
(2) On behalf of a bona fide organization of persons sixty (60) years of age or over,
commonly referred to as senior citizens, solely for the purpose of amusement and recreation

of its members where:

(a) The organization has applied for and received an identification number from
the State Board;

(b) No player or other person furnishes anything of value for the opportunity to
participate;

(©) The prizes awarded or to be awarded are nominal;

(d) No person other than a bona fide active member of the organization



participates in the conduct of the games of chance; and

(e) No person is paid for conducting or assisting in the conduct of the games of
chance.

B. The unauthorized conduct of a game of chance shall constitute and be punishable as a
misdemeanor.

§ 94-18. Approval by electors.

Except as provided in § 94-17A(2), the provisions of this chapter shall be inoperative unless
and until a proposition therefor submitted at a general or special election in the Town of Patterson
shall be approved by a vote of the majority of the qualified electors in the Town of Patterson voting
thereon. This chapter shall become effective ninety (90) days after such approval by a majority of
the qualified electors.

§ 94-19. Amendment and repeal.

This chapter may be amended from time to time or repealed by the Town Board of the Town
of Patterson by a two-thirds vote of said Town Board, and such amendment or repeal, as the case
may be, may be effective and operative not earlier than thirty (30) days following the date of
enactment of the ordinance affecting such amendment or repeal, and the approval of a majority of
electors of the Town of Patterson shall not be a condition prerequisite to the taking effect of such
ordinance.



Chapter 97
GARBAGE, RUBBISH AND REFUSE

§ 97-1. Legislative intent.

§ 97-2. Definitions.

§ 97-3. Storage.

§ 97-4. Point of collection.

§ 97-5. Schedule of collection.

§ 97-6. Collection vehicles.

§ 97-7. Additional rules and regulations.

§ 97-8. Penalties for offenses.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 3-9-77 as L.L.. No. 1-1977.

(readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No. 9-2005) Amendments noted where applicable.]
GENERAL REFERENCES

Burning permits - See Ch. 68.

Dumps and dumping - See Ch. 79.
Littering - See Ch. 103.



§ 97-1. Legislative intent.

It is the purpose of this chapter to protect and enhance the public health and welfare of the
Town of Patterson by providing for the storage, collection and transportation for disposal of solid
waste within the Town of Patterson, including the licensing and regulation of persons and vehicles
engaged in such collection and transportation.

§ 97-2. Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms, phrases and words shall have the
meanings given herein:

GARBAGE - All putrescible animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation,
cooking and consumption of food or the storage and sale of produce.

HAZARDOUS WASTE - Those wastes that can cause serious injury or disease during the normal
storage, collection and disposal cycle, including but not limited to explosives, flammables,
pathological and infectious wastes, radioactive materials, poisons, acids and dangerous chemicals
or combinations of chemicals.

PERSON - An individual, group of individuals, partnership, firm, corporation or association.

REFUSE - All putrescible and nonputrescible solid waste, including garbage, rubbish, rubble, trash,
small dead animals, ashes, tree limbs, yard clippings, grass cuttings, yard cleanings, leaves, solid
commercial and industrial waste, but not including human or rendering waste, junk motor vehicles,
dirt or rocks.

REFUSE COLLECTOR OR HAULER - Any person duly licensed or authorized pursuant to this
chapter to engage in the business of collecting, storing, hauling or transporting of refuse in the Town
of Patterson.

RUBBISH - All nonputrescible solid waste, consisting of both combustible and noncombustible,
including but not limited to paper, ashes, plastics, cardboard, tin cans, yard clippings, wood, glass,
rags, discarded clothes or wearing apparel of any kind or any other discarded object or thing not
exceeding three (3) feet in length.

SOLID WASTE - All matter of useless, unwanted or discarded solid or semisolid domestic,
commercial, industrial, institutional, construction and demolition waste material, including garbage
and refuse but excepting human or rendering waste.

§ 97-3. Storage.

A. Except as otherwise provided, all garbage and/or refuse shall be stored in containers
commercially manufactured for that purpose, equipped with suitable handles and tightfitting covers
and which shall be watertight and capable of being properly cleaned and sanitized. Such containers
shall not exceed forty (40) gallons in capacity and shall not be filled to exceed seventy-five (75)
pounds in weight.

B. Plastic (polyurethane) bags may be used for storage of all refuse, provided such bags are
securely tied or otherwise fastened at the top, are free from holes, rips or tears and are of sufficient
strength to permit normal handling without rupture. Maximum size bag for garbage shall be thirty
(30) gallons; maximum size bag for leaves or refuse not containing garbage shall be fifty-five (55)
gallons.

C. Metal containers larger than those permitted in Subsection A may be used on commercial



properties where the type of collection equipment and/or collection methods permit the handling of
such containers without endangering health or safety. All metal containers pursuant to this
subsection shall have self-closing lids or be closed at all times.

D. Any waste material other than garbage which cannot readily be deposited in containers may
be compacted and securely bundled, tied or packed so as not likely to be spilled or scattered, and
when so packed and secured said bundle shall not exceed seventy-five (75) pounds in weight nor
two by four (2 x 4) feet in dimensions.

E. Hazardous waste shall not be stored, placed for collection nor collected except on special
permission by the Town of Patterson and only in conformance with the regulations applicable
thereto.

§ 97-4. Point of collection.

Where collection is provided at the curb, containers shall be placed in a visible and
accessible area so as not to interfere with sidewalk or vehicular traffic or parking,

§ 97-5. Schedule of collection.

A. Collection for refuse shall be provided at least one (1) time each week on regularly scheduled
days. Collection shall be restricted to the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday,
on scheduled days. No refuse shall be placed for collection prior to 7:00 p.m. on the day prior to
collection day.

B. Any changes in schedules shall be subject to the prior written approval of the Town of
Patterson.

§ 97-6. Collection vehicles.

A. All vehicles used to collect, haul or transport refuse shall be of metal or other impervious
material, shall be constructed and maintained to prevent refuse from accumulating in or on the body,
shall be capable of being completely emptied and shall be generally kept in a clean and sanitary
condition.

B. Any vehicle used to collect, haul or transport garbage or refuse containing garbage shall be
of the packer type with fully enclosed body or other approved type to minimize the escape of any
noxious or disagreeable odors or the escape of any of the vehicle's contents, either liquid or solid.

C. Any vehicle used to collect, haul or transport dry waste such as rubbish, refuse (not including
garbage) and similar material may be of open-body type but shall be equipped with a tarpaulin or
other suitable cover, cleats or other fastenings which, when properly secured, will prevent blowing
off, spilling or scattering of contents when said vehicle is in motion. Such cover shall be kept
properly secured whenever such vehicle is in motion, except when actually engaged in collection.

D. All vehicles used by any refuse collector or hauler shall display the name of the collector,
license number and vehicle number clearly printed and readily visible on each side of the vehicle,
with figures and letters at least three (3) inches in height.

E. All vehicles used to collect, haul or transport refuse shall be subject to inspection by such
persons as the Town Board may designate by resolution.



§ 97-7. Additional rules and regulations.

The Town Board of the Town of Patterson may adopt such further rules and regulations as
it may deem necessary or expedient in the implementation and administration of this chapter.

§ 97-8. Penalties for offenses. [Amended 9-10-80 by L.L. No. 3-1980; 10-10-84 by L.L. No. 3-
1984]

Any person committing an offense against any of the provisions of this chapter or Article,
as the case may be, shall be guilty of a violation under the Penal Law and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be punishable for each offense by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.) or by
imprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) days, or both.



Chapter 99
ILLICIT DISCHARGES TO STORM SEWERS

§99-1. Purpose; authority.

§99-2. Applicability.

§99-3. Definitions.

§99-4. Administration.

§99-5. Prohibited Non-Stormwater Discharges to MS4.

§99-6. Exempt Non-Stormwater Discharges to MS4.

§99-7. Prohibition of Illicit Connections.

§99-8. Prohibition Against Failing Individual Sewage Treatment Systems.

§99-9. Prohibited Activities Contaminating Stormwater.

§99-10. Requirement to Prevent, Control, and Reduce Stormwater Pollutants by the Use of Best
Management Practices.

§99-11. Suspension of Access to MS4.

§99-12. Industrial or Construction Activity Discharges.

§99-13. Access and Monitoring of Discharges.

§99-14. Notification of Spills.

§99-15. Enforcement.

§99-16. Failure to Comply, Corrective Measures.

§99-17. Injunctive Relief.

§99-18. Violations Deemed a Public Nuisance.

§99-19. Remedies Not Exclusive.

§99-20. Severability.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Patterson 8-14-2024 by L.L. No. 3-
2024; Amendments noted where applicable.]

§99-1 Purpose, Authority.

A. The NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) Permit No. GP-0-24-001 requires the Town of Patterson to
regulate non-stormwater discharges to the municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) in
order to reduce pollutants to receiving lakes and streams. This law establishes methods for
controlling the introduction of pollutants into the MS4 in order to comply with requirements
of'the SPDES General Permit for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems. The objectives
of this chapter are:

(1) To meet the requirements of the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater
Discharges from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) Permit No. GP-
0-24-001, or as amended or revised;



(2) To regulate the discharge of pollutants discharges to the MS4 by non-stormwater
discharges;

3) To prohibit illicit connections, activities and discharges to the MS4; and
4) To establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, surveillance and monitoring

procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this law; and

§99-2. Applicability.

A. This law shall apply to all water entering the MS4 generated on any developed and
undeveloped lands unless explicitly exempted by the Town of Patterson.

B. This chapter shall also apply to all non-stormwater discharges to the storm sewer system
which is owned and operated by the Town of Patterson, or to a private storm sewer system
within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Town of Patterson, and any other municipal storm
sewer which is interconnected to, and which discharges to the Town of Patterson storm
sewer system.

§99-3. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

303(d) LIST. - A list of all surface waters in the state for which beneficial uses of the water
(drinking, recreation, aquatic habitat, and industrial use) are impaired by pollutants, prepared
periodically by the Department of Environmental Conservation as required by Section 303(d) of the
Clean Water Act. 303(d) listed waters are estuaries, lakes and streams that fall short of state surface
water quality standards and are not expected to improve within the next two years.

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs). - Schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices,
general good house keeping practices, pollution prevention and educational practices, maintenance
procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants directly
or indirectly to stormwater, receiving waters, or stormwater conveyance systems. BMPs also include
treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, spillage or leaks,
sludge or water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage.

CLEAN WATER ACT. - The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq.), and
any subsequent amendments thereto.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY. - Land disturbance activities resulting in soil disturbances of 5,000
square feet or more. Such activities include but are not limited to clearing and grubbing, grading,
excavating, and demolition.

DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. - New York State licensed professional engineer or licensed architect.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. - Any material, including any substance, waste, or combination
thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious
characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or potential hazard to
human health, safety, property, or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported,
disposed of, or otherwise managed.

ILLICIT CONNECTIONS. - Any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, which
allows a non-stormwater discharge to enter the MS4, including but not limited to:



A. Any conveyances which allow any non-stormwater discharge including treated or
untreated sewage, process wastewater, and wash water to enter the MS4 and any
connections to the storm drain system from indoor drains and sinks, regardless of
whether said drain or connection had been previously allowed, permitted, or
approved by an authorized enforcement agency; or

B. Any drain or conveyance connected from a commercial or industrial land use to the
MS4 which has not been documented in plans, maps, or equivalent records and
approved by an authorized enforcement agency.

ILLICIT DISCHARGE. - Any direct or indirect non-stormwater discharge to the MS4, except as
exempt pursuant to §99-6 of this law.

INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM. - A facility serving one or more parcels of land
or residential households, or a private, commercial or institutional facility, that treats sewage or
other liquid wastes for discharge into the groundwaters of New York State, except where a permit
for such a facility is required under the applicable provisions of Article 17 of the Environmental
Conservation Law.

INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY. - Activities requiring the SPDES permit for discharges from industrial
activities except construction, GP-98-03, as amended or revised.

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4). - A conveyance or system of
conveyances including, but not limited to roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch
basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains which are:

A. Owned or operated by the Town of Patterson;

B Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater;
C. Which is not a combined sewer; and
D

Which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) as defined at
40CFR 122.2

NON-STORMWATER DISCHARGE. - Any discharge to the MS4 stormwater conveyance system
that is not composed entirely of stormwater.

PERSON - Any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, corporation or other entity
recognized by law and acting as either the owner or as the owner’s agent.

POLLUTANT - Any material which may cause or might reasonably be expected to cause
degradation of the waters of the state in contravention of the water quality standards including, but
not limited to dredged spoil, filter backwash, solid waste, incinerator residue, treated or untreated
sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, munitions, chemical wastes, biological materials, radioactive
materials, heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand and industrial, municipal, agricultural
waste and ballast discharged into water;

PREMISES. - Any building, lot, parcel of land, or portion of land whether improved or unimproved
including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips.

STATE POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (SPDES) - Stormwater Discharge
Permit. A permit issued by the Department that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of
the state.

STORMWATER. - Surface runoff resulting from rain, snow or ice.



STORMWATER MANAGEMENT OFFICER (SMO). - An employee, the municipal engineer or
other public official(s) designated by the Town of Patterson to enforce this chapter. The SMO may
also be designated by the municipality to accept and review stormwater pollution prevention plans,
forward the plans to the applicable municipal board and inspect stormwater management practices.

TMDL. Total Maximum Daily Load.

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL) - The maximum amount of a pollutant to be allowed
to be released into a waterbody so as not to impair uses of the water, allocated among the sources
of that pollutant.

WASTEWATER. - Water that is not stormwater, is contaminated with pollutants and is or will be
discarded.

§99-4. Administration.

The Stormwater Management Officer(s) (SMO(s) appointed by resolution of the Town Board of the
Town of Patterson shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of this chapter. The
Town Board may also appoint a deputy stormwater management officer who shall have all the duties
and responsibilities of the stormwater management officer.

§99-5. Prohibited Non-Stormwater Discharges to MS4.

A. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into the MS4 any materials other than
stormwater except as provided in §99-6.

B. No person shall make any connection to the MS4 system, including but not limited to any
pipe, catchbasin, manhole or drain inlet without the expressed consent of the Town of
Patterson Highway Superintendent.

C. No person shall make any connection to a storm drain collection system including but not
limited to any pipe, catchbasin, manhole or drain inlet for which there is an irrevocable offer
of dedication to the Town of Patterson, without the expressed consent of the Town of
Patterson SMO.

D. The construction, use, maintenance or continued existence of any illicit connections to the
MS4 is prohibited. This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illicit connections
made in the past, regardless of whether the connection was permissible under law or
practices applicable or prevailing at the time of connection.

§99-6. Exempt Non-Stormwater Discharges to MS4.

A. The following discharges are exempt from discharge prohibitions established by this chapter,
unless the municipality has determined them to be substantial contributors of pollutants:
water line flushing or other potable water sources, landscape irrigation or lawn watering,
existing diverted stream flows, rising ground water, uncontaminated ground water
infiltration to storm drains, uncontaminated pumped ground water, foundation or footing
drains, crawl space or basement sump pumps, air conditioning condensate, irrigation water,
springs, water from individual residential car washing, natural riparian habitat or wetland
flows, dechlorinated swimming pool discharges, residential street wash water, water from
fire fighting activities, and any other water source not containing pollutants. Such exempt
discharges shall be made in accordance with an appropriate plan for reducing pollutants.



§99-7.

§99-8.

§99-9.

Discharges approved in writing by the SMO to protect life or property from imminent harm
or damage, provided that, such approval shall not be construed to constitute compliance with
other applicable laws and requirements, and further provided that such discharges may be
permitted for a specified time period and under such conditions as the SMO may deem
appropriate to protect such life and property while reasonably maintaining the purpose and
intent of this chapter.

Dye testing in compliance with applicable state and local laws is an allowable discharge, but
requires a verbal notification to the SMO prior to the time of the test.

The prohibition shall not apply to any discharge permitted under an SPDES permit, waiver,
or waste discharge order issued to the discharger and administered under the authority of the
Department, provided that the discharger is in full compliance with all requirements of the
permit, waiver, or order and other applicable laws and regulations, and provided that written
approval has been granted for any discharge to the MS4.

Prohibition of Illicit Connections.

No person shall make a connection to the Town of Patterson MS4 system without the written
consent of the individual authorized to grant such consent. Such consent shall only be given
if the discharge is an exempt discharge pursuant to §99-6.

The construction, use, maintenance or continued existence of illicit connections to the MS4
is prohibited. This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illicit connections
made in the past, regardless of whether the connection was permissible under law or
practices applicable or prevailing at the time of connection.

A person is considered to be in violation of this chapter if the person connects a line
conveying sewage to the municipality’s MS4, or allows such a connection to continue.
Prohibition Against Failing Individual Sewage Treatment Systems.

No persons shall operate a failing individual sewage treatment system in areas tributary to
the municipality’s MS4. A failing individual sewage treatment system is one which has one
or more of the following conditions:

(1) The backup of sewage into a structure.

(2) Discharges of treated or untreated sewage onto the ground surface.

3) A connection or connections to a separate stormwater sewer system.

4) Liquid level in the septic tank above the outlet invert.

(5) Structural failure of any component of the individual sewage treatment system that
could lead to any of the other failure conditions as noted in this section.

(6) Contamination of off-site groundwater.

Prohibited Activities Contaminating Stormwater.

Activities that cause or contribute to a violation of the municipality’s MS4 SPDES permit
are prohibited. Such activities include failing individual sewage treatment systems as defined
in §99-7, improper management of pet waste or any other activity that causes or contributes
to violations of the municipality’s MS4 SPDES permit authorization.



B. Upon notification to a person that he or she is engaged in activities that cause or contribute
to violations of the municipality’s MS4 SPDES permit authorization, that person shall take
all reasonable actions to correct such activities such that he or she no longer causes or
contributes to violations of the municipality’s MS4 SPDES permit authorization.

§99-10.

Requirement to prevent, control, and reduce stormwater pollutants by the use
of best management practices.

A. Best Management Practices

(1

)

3)

4

§99-11.

Where the SMO has identified illicit discharges as defined in §99-3, or activities
contaminating stormwater as defined in §99-8, the municipality may require
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to control those illicit
discharges and activities.

The owner or operator of a commercial or industrial establishment shall provide, at
their own expense, reasonable protection from accidental discharge of prohibited
materials or other wastes into the MS4 through the use of structural and non-
structural BMPs.

Any person responsible for a property or premise, which is, or may be, the source of
an illicit discharge as defined in §99-3 or an activity contaminating stormwater as
defined in §99-8, may be required to implement, at said person’s expense, additional
structural and non-structural BMPs to reduce or eliminate the source of pollutant(s)
to the MS4.

Compliance with all terms and conditions of a valid SPDES permit authorizing the
discharge of stormwater associated with industrial activity, to the extent practicable,
shall be deemed compliance with the provisions of this section.

Suspension of Access to MS4.

A. [llicit Discharges in Emergency Situations.

(1)

2)

The SMO may, without prior notice, suspend MS4 discharge access to a person when
such suspension is necessary to stop an actual or threatened discharge which presents
or may present imminent and substantial danger to the environment, to the health or
welfare of persons, or to the MS4. The SMO shall notify the person of such
suspension within a reasonable time thereafter in writing of the reasons for the
suspension. If the violator fails to comply with a suspension order issued in an
emergency, the SMO may take such steps as deemed necessary to prevent or
minimize damage to the MS4 or to minimize danger to persons.

Suspension due to the detection of illicit discharge. Any person discharging to the
municipality’s MS4 in violation of this chapter may have their MS4 access
terminated if such termination would abate or reduce an illicit discharge. The SMO
will notify a violator in writing of the proposed termination of its MS4 access and
the reasons therefor. The violator may petition the SMO for a reconsideration and
hearing. Access may be granted by the SMO if he/she finds that the illicit discharge
has ceased and the discharger has taken steps to prevent its recurrence. Access may
be denied if the SMO determines in writing that the illicit discharge has not ceased
or is likely to recur. A person commits an offense if the person reinstates MS4 access
to premises terminated pursuant to this Section, without the prior approval of the
SMO.



§99-12. Industrial or Construction Activity Discharges.

Any person subject to an industrial or construction activity SPDES stormwater discharge
permit shall comply with all provisions of such permit. Proof of compliance with said permit may
be required in a form acceptable to the municipality prior to the allowing of discharges to the MS4.

§99-13. Access and Monitoring of Discharges.

A. Applicability. This section applies to all facilities that the SMO must inspect to enforce any
provision of this chapter, or whenever the authorized enforcement agency has cause to
believe that there exists, or potentially exists, in or upon any premises any condition which
constitutes a violation of this chapter.

B. Access to facilities.

(1

)

3)
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)

(6)

The SMO shall be permitted to enter and inspect facilities subject to regulation under
this chapter as often as may be necessary to determine compliance with this chapter.
If a discharger has security measures in force which require proper identification and
clearance before entry into its premises, the discharger shall make the necessary
arrangements to allow access to the SMO.

Facility operators shall allow the SMO ready access to all parts of the premises for
the purposes of inspection, sampling, examination and copying of records as may be
required to implement this chapter.

The municipality shall have the right to set up on any facility subject to this chapter
such devices as are necessary in the opinion of the SMO to conduct monitoring
and/or sampling of the facility’s stormwater discharge.

The municipality has the right to require the facilities subject to this chapter to install
monitoring equipment as is reasonably necessary to determine compliance with this
chapter. The facility’s sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained at all
times in a safe and proper operating condition by the discharger at its own expense.
All devices used to measure stormwater flow and quality shall be calibrated to ensure
their accuracy.

Unreasonable delays in allowing the municipality access to a facility subject to this
chapter is a violation of this chapter. A person who is the operator of a facility
subject to this chapter commits an offense if the person denies the municipality
reasonable access to the facility for the purpose of conducting any activity authorized
or required by this chapter.

If the SMO has been refused access to any part of the premises from which
stormwater is discharged, and he/she is able to demonstrate probable cause to believe
that there may be a violation of this chapter, or that there is a need to inspect and/or
sample as part of a routine inspection and sampling program designed to verify
compliance with this chapter or any order issued hereunder, then the SMO may seek
issuance of a search warrant from any court of competent jurisdiction.

§99-14. Notification of spills.

Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for a facility or
operation, or responsible for emergency response for a facility or operation has information of any
known or suspected release of materials which are resulting or may result in illegal discharges or
pollutants discharging into the MS4, said person shall take all necessary steps to ensure the



discovery, containment, and cleanup of such release. In the event of such a release of hazardous
materials said person shall immediately notify emergency response agencies of the occurrence via
emergency dispatch services (911). In the event of a release of non-hazardous materials, said person
shall notify the municipality as soon as practicable in person or by telephone or email, however no
later than the next business day. Notifications in person or by telephone shall be confirmed by
written notice addressed and mailed to the municipality within three business days of the telephone
notice. If the discharge of prohibited materials emanates from a commercial or industrial
establishment, the owner or operator of such establishment shall also retain an on-site written record
of the discharge and the actions taken to prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be retained for
at least three years.

§99-15. Enforcement.

A. Notice of violation. When the municipality’s SMO finds that a person has violated a
prohibition or failed to meet a requirement of this chapter, he/she may order compliance by
written notice of violation to the responsible person. Such notice may require without
limitation:

(1) The elimination of illicit connections or discharges;
(2) That violating discharges, practices, or operations shall cease and desist;

3) The abatement or remediation of stormwater pollution or contamination hazards and
the restoration of any affected property;

4) The performance of monitoring, analyses, and reporting;

®)) The implementation of source control or treatment BMPs. If abatement of a violation
and/or restoration of affected property is required, the notice shall set forth a
deadline within which such remediation or restoration must be completed. Said
notice shall further advise that, should the violator fail to remediate or restore within
the established deadline, the work will be done by a designated governmental agency
or a contractor and the expense thereof shall be charged to the violator.

B. Penalties

In addition to or as an alternative to any penalty provided herein or by law, any person who violates
the provisions of this local law shall be guilty of a violation punishable by a fine not exceeding three
hundred fifty dollars ($350) or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both for
conviction of a first offense; for conviction of a second offense both of which were committed
within a period of five years, punishable by a fine not less than three hundred fifty dollars ($350)
nor more than seven hundred dollars ($700) or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months,
or both; and upon conviction for a third or subsequent offense all of which were committed within
a period of five years, punishable by a fine not less than seven hundred dollars nor more than one
thousand dollars ($1000) or imprisonment for a period not to exceed six months, or both. However,
for the purposes of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations of
this chapter shall be deemed misdemeanors and for such purpose only all provisions of law relating
to misdemeanors shall apply to such violations. Each week’s continued violation shall constitute a
separate additional violation.

§99-16. Failure to Comply, Corrective Measures.
If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the notice of

violation, then the SMO shall request the owner’s permission for access to the subject private
property to take any and all measures reasonably necessary to abate the violation and/or restore the



property. If refused access to the subject private property, the SMO may seek a warrant in a court
of competent jurisdiction to be authorized to enter upon the property to determine whether a
violation has occurred. Upon determination that a violation has occurred, the SMO may seek a court
order to take any and all measures reasonably necessary to abate the violation and/or restore the
property. The cost of implementing and maintaining such measures shall be the sole responsibility
of the discharger.

§99-17. Injunctive Relief.

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision or fail to comply with any of the
requirements of this chapter. If a person has violated or continues to violate the provisions of this
chapter, the SMO may petition for a preliminary or permanent injunction restraining the person from
activities which would create further violations or compelling the person to perform abatement or
remediation of the violation.

§99-18. Violations Deemed a Public Nuisance.

In addition to the enforcement processes and penalties provided, any condition caused or permitted
to exist in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is a threat to public health, safety, and
welfare, and is declared and deemed a nuisance, and may be summarily abated or restored at the
violator’s expense, and/or a civil action to abate, enjoin, or otherwise compel the cessation of such
nuisance may be taken.

§99-19. Remedies Not Exclusive.

The remedies listed in this chapter are not exclusive of any other remedies available under any
applicable federal, state or local law and it is within the discretion of the authorized enforcement
agency to seek cumulative remedies.

§99-20. Severability.

The provisions of this chapter are hereby declared to be severable. If any provision, clause,
sentence, or paragraph of this chapter or the application thereof to any person, establishment, or
circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or
application of this chapter.
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LANDMARKS AND HISTORIC DISTRICTS

§ 101-1. Purpose.
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1986; amended in its entirety 9-13-1995 by L.L. No 4-1995. (readopted 4-13-2005 by L.L. No.
9-2005) Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Building construction - See Ch. 64.
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Zoning - See Ch. 154.



§ 101-1. Purpose.

It is hereby declared as a matter of public policy that the protection, enhancement and
perpetuation of landmarks and historic districts is necessary to promote the economic, cultural,
educational and general welfare of the public. Inasmuch as the identity of a people is founded on

its past, and inasmuch as Patterson has many significant historic, architectural and cultural resources
which constitute its heritage, this chapter is intended to:

A. Protect and enhance the landmarks and historic districts which represent distinctive elements
of Patterson's historic, architectural and cultural heritage.
B. Foster civic pride in the accomplishments of the past.

C. Protect and enhance Patterson's attractiveness to visitors and the support and stimulus to the
economy thereby provided.

D. Ensure the harmonious, orderly and efficient growth and development of the town.

§ 101-2. Historic Preservation Commission.

There is hereby created a Commission to be known as the "Patterson Historic Preservation
Commission."

A. The Commission shall consist of seven (7) members to be appointed to the extent available
in the community by the Town Board as follows:

(1) At least one shall be an architect.

(2) At least one shall be an historian.

3) At least one shall be a licensed real estate broker.

(4) At least one shall be an attorney.

®)) At least one shall be a resident of an historic district.

(6) At least one shall have a demonstrated significant interest in and commitment to the
field of historic preservation evidenced either by involvement in a local historic preservation
group, employment or volunteer activity in the field of historic preservation or other serious

interest in the field.

(7) All members shall have a known interest in historic preservation and architectural
development within the Town of Patterson.

B. Commission members shall serve for terms of seven (7) years, with the exception of the
initial term of one (1) of the seven (7) members, which shall be one (1) year, one (1) which shall be
two (2) years and one (1) which shall be three (3) years, one (1) which shall be four (4), One (1)
which shall be five (5) and one (1) which shall be six (6) years.

C. The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Commission shall be elected by and from among
the members of the Commission.

D. The powers of the Commission shall include:

(1) Employment of staff and professional consultants as necessary to carry out the duties



of the Commission.
(2) Promulgation of rules and regulations as necessary for the conduct of its business.

3) Adoption of criteria for the identification of significant historic, architectural and
cultural landmarks and for the delineation of historic districts.

(4) Conduct of surveys of significant historic, architectural and cultural landmarks and
historic districts within the town.

®)) Designation of identified structures or resources as landmarks and historic districts.

(6) Acceptance on behalf of the town government of the donation of facade easements
and development rights; the making of recommendations to the town government concerning
the acquisition of facade easements or other interests in real property as necessary to carry
out the purposes of this chapter.

(7) Increasing public awareness of the value of historic, cultural and architectural
preservation by developing and participating in public education programs.

(8) Making recommendations to the Town Government and to the property owners
within the district concerning the utilization of state, federal or private funds to promote the
preservation of landmarks and historic districts within the town.

(9)  Assisting the owners of historic houses and/or properties within the historic district
to curtail any encroachment to the character of the historic property within the district.

(10) Recommending acquisition of a landmark structure by the town government where
its preservation is essential to the purposes of this chapter and where private preservation is
not feasible.

(11)  Ruling on certificates of appropriateness pursuant to this chapter; provided, however,
that within a historic district the commission shall consider the opinions and
recommendations of an Advisory Committee.

E. Advisory Committee. In matters having to do with a historic district, the district shall be
represented by an advisory committee consisting of a representative of each owner of a contributing
property or structure within the district.

F. The commission shall meet as necessary to conduct the business before it, but no less than
once a quarter. Meetings may be held at any time on written request of any two (2) of the
Commission’s members or on call of the Chair.

G. A quorum for the transaction of business shall consist of four (4) of the commission’s
members.
H. Notice of all Historic Preservation Commission public meetings shall be published in the

official town newspaper and posted in the town bulletin board on ten (10) days notice and
announced by the Town Board.

L Minutes shall be taken at all Historic Preservation Commission public meetings and shall
be provided to the Town Clerk within two (2) weeks of the meeting date.
§ 101-3. Designation of properties.

A. The Commission may designate an individual property as a landmark if it obtains the consent



of the property owner and if the property:

(1) Possesses special character or historic or aesthetic interest or value as part of the
cultural, political, economic or social history of the locality, region, state or nation;

(2) Is identified with historic personages;
3) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style;
(4) Is the work of a designer whose work has significantly influenced an age; or

(5) Because of unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an
established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood.

B. Historic districts.

(1) The Commission may designate a group of properties as an historic district if it
obtains the consent of the property owners and if the properties:

(a) Contains properties which meet one (1) or more of the criteria for designation
of a landmark.

(b) By reason of possessing such qualities, constitute a district section of the
town.

(2) The boundaries of each historic district designated henceforth shall be specified in
detail and shall be filed, in writing, in the Town Clerk's office for public inspection.

C. Notice, of a proposed designation shall be sent by registered mail to the owner of the
property proposed for designation, describing the property proposed and announcing a public
hearing by the Commission to consider the designation. Where the proposed designation involves
so many owners that individual notice is infeasible, notice may instead be published at least once
in a newspaper of general circulation at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the public hearing.
Once the Commission has issued notice of a proposed designation, no building permits shall be
issued by the Code Enforcement Officer until the Commission has made its decision.

D. The Commission shall hold a public hearing prior to designation of any landmark or historic
district. The Commission, owners and any interested parties may present testimony or documentary
evidence at the hearing, which will become part of a record regarding the historic, architectural or
cultural importance of the proposed landmark or historic district. The record may also contain staff
reports, public comments or other evidence offered outside of the hearing,

E. The Commission shall forward notice of each property designated as a landmark and of the
boundaries of each designated historic district to the office of the Putnam County Clerk for
recordation.

§ 101-4. Certificate of appropriateness.

A. Certificate required. No person shall carry out any exterior alteration, restoration,
reconstruction, demolition, new construction or moving of a landmark or property within an historic
district, nor shall any person make any material change in the appearance of such a property, its light
fixtures, signs, sidewalks, fences, steps, paving or other exterior elements visible from a public street
or alley which affect the appearance and cohesiveness of the historic district, without first obtaining
a certificate of appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission.



Criteria for approval.

(1) In passing upon an application for a certificate of appropriateness, the Historic
Preservation Commission shall not consider changes to interior spaces, unless they are open
to the public, or to architectural features that are not visible from a public street or alley.
The Commission's decision shall be based upon the following principles:

(a) Properties which contribute to the character of the historic district shall be
retained with their historic features altered as little as possible.

(b) Any alteration of existing properties shall be compatible with its historic
character, as well as with the surrounding district.

(c) New construction shall be compatible with the district in which it is located.

(2) In applying the principle of compatibility, the Commission shall consider the
following factors:

(a) The general design, character and appropriateness to the property of the
proposed alteration or new construction.

(b) The scale of proposed alteration or new construction in relation to the
property itself, surrounding properties and the neighborhood.

(c) Texture, materials and color and their relation to similar features of other
properties in the neighborhood.

(d) Visual compatibility with surrounding properties, including a proportion of
the property's front facade, proportion and arrangement of windows and other
openings within the facade, roof shape and the rhythm of spacing of properties on
streets, including setback.

(e) The importance of historic, architectural or other features to the significance
of the property.

Application procedures.
(1) Prior to the commencement of any work requiring a certificate of appropriateness,
the owner shall file an application for such a certificate with the Historic Preservation
Commission. The application shall contain:

(a) The name, address and telephone number of the applicant.

(b) The location and photographs of the property.

(c) Elevation drawings of proposed changes, if available.

(d) Perspective drawings, including relationship to adjacent properties, if
available.

(e) Samples of color or materials to be used.

63) Where the proposal includes signs or lettering, a scale drawing showing the
type of lettering to be used, all dimensions and colors, a description of materials to
be used, the method of illumination and a plan showing the sign's location on the

property.



(2) Any other information which the Commission may deem necessary in order
to visualize the proposed work.

(2) No building permit shall be issued for such proposed work until a certificate of
appropriateness has first been issued by the Historic Preservation Commission. The
certificate of appropriateness required by this chapter shall be in addition to and not in lieu
of any building permit that may be required by any other ordinance of the Town of
Patterson.

3) The Commission shall approve, deny or approve with modifications the certificate
of appropriateness within ninety (90) days from receipt of the completed application. The
Commission may hold a public hearing on the application at which an opportunity will be
provided for proponents and opponents of the application to present their views.
Applications for certificates of appropriateness for work to be done within a historic district
shall be reviewed by the Commission meeting together with the Advisory Committee for
that district (as described in § 101-2E, above).

(4) All decisions of the Commission shall be in writing. A copy shall be sent to the
applicant by registered mail and a copy filed with the Town Clerk's office for public
inspection. The Commission's decision shall state the reasons for denying or modifying any
application.

§ 101-5. Hardship criteria; application.

A. An applicant whose certificate of appropriateness has been denied may apply for relief from
landmark designation on the grounds that designation is working a hardship upon him. In order to
prove the existence of hardship, the applicant shall establish that:

(1) The property is incapable of earning a reasonable return, regardless of whether that
return represents the most profitable return possible.

(2) There is no reasonable way, within the criteria established in § 101-4B(2) above, that
the property can be sufficiently altered, modified or added to permit its continuing beneficial
use.

3) The property cannot be adopted for any other use, whether by the current owner or
by a purchaser, which would result in a reasonable return.

4) Efforts to find a purchaser interested in acquiring the property and preserving it have
failed.

B. Application procedure.

(1) After receiving written notification from the Commission of denial of a certificate
of appropriateness, an applicant may commence the hardship process. No building permit
or demolition permit shall be issued unless the Commission makes a finding that a hardship
exists.

(2) The Commission may hold a public hearing on the hardship application, at which an
opportunity will be provided for proponents and opponents of the application to present their
Views.

3) The applicant shall consult in good faith with the Commission, local preservation
groups and interested parties in a diligent effort to seek an alternative that will result in
preservation of the property.



(4) All decisions of the Commission shall be in writing. A copy shall be sent to the
applicant by registered mail and a copy filed with the Town Clerk's office for public
inspection. The Commission's decision shall state the reasons for granting or denying the
hardship application.

§ 101-6. Inspection of work; stop-work order.

All work performed pursuant to a certificate of appropriateness issued under this chapter
shall conform to any requirements included therein. It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement
Officer to inspect periodically any such work to assure compliance. In the event that work is found
that is not being performed in accordance with the certificate of appropriateness, or upon notification
of such fact by the Historic Preservation Commission, the Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a
stop-work order, and all work shall immediately cease. No further work shall be undertaken on the
project as long as a stop-work order is in effect.

§ 101-7. Maintenance and repair required.

A. It shall be the duty of the Commission to assist the property owner in obtaining information
on sources of grants and funding for exterior repairs/renovations and the Commission shall act to
the best of'its ability as a consulting agency for individuals and buildings and contributing buildings
within historic districts. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the ordinary
maintenance and repair of any exterior architectural feature of a landmark or property within a
historic district which does not involve a change in design, material, color or outward appearance.

B. No owner or person with an interest in real property designated as a landmark or included
within an historic district shall willfully permit the property to fall into a serious state of disrepair
so as to result in the deterioration of any exterior architectural feature which would, in the judgment
of the Historic Preservation Commission, produce a detrimental effect upon the character of the
historic district as a whole or the life and character of the property itself. Examples of such
deterioration include:

(1) Deterioration of exterior walls or other vertical supports.
(2) Deterioration of roofs or other horizontal members.

3) Deterioration of exterior chimneys.

(4) Deterioration or crumbling of exterior stucco or mortar.

(%) Ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs or foundations. including broken
windows or doors.

(6) Deterioration of any feature so as to create a hazardous condition which could lead
to the claim that demolition is necessary for the public safety.

§ 101-8. Penalties for offenses.

A. Willful failure to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed a
violation, and the violator shall be liable to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.) nor
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.) for each day the violation continues.

B. Any person who willfully demolishes, alters, constructs or permits a designated property to
fall into a serious state of disrepair in violation of this chapter shall be required to restore the
p